IMPORTANT 


k 


Dear  Readers  and  Friends, 


Editors:  Marla  Erlien 


As  everyone  prepares  for  the  anniversary  of  Stonewall,  we  offer  you  another  packed  issue 
of  GCN.  This  issue,  “Queer  Clashes,”  takes  on  both  points  of  contention  among  queers 
and  external  assaults — like  the  recent  homophobic  Appeals  Court  decision  in  Ohio  that 
blocks  any  and  repeals  all  anti-discrimination  laws  regarding  sexual  orientation.  We  hope 
you  will  enter  the  fray  and  write  letters  or  responses  to  the  debates  covered  in  the  issues. 
WE  WELCOME  LETTERS  AND  OTHER  SUBMISSIONS. 

For  those  who  could  not  attend  Out/Write — the  queer  writers  conference — was  a  roaring 
success.  Fifteen  hundred  people  attended  over  200  panels,  a  poetry  slam,  viewed  the  last 
film  of  Marlon  Riggs,  Black  is,  Black  Ain’t  and  the  new  film  on  Audre  Lorde.  We’re  already 
planning  for  the  next  Out/Write  to  be  held  at  the  end  of  February  23-25  in  Boston. 

The  organizational  side  of  GCN  is  now  beginning  to  develop.  We’re  looking  for  people 
to  join  a  local  editorial  advisory  board  and  people  from  all  around  the  country  to  consti¬ 
tute  a  national  advisory  board.  If  anyone  is  interested  or  has  nominees,  please  contact  us  at 
GCN.  We’re  also  looking  for  interns  and  volunteers  to  help  in  the  Bromfield  St.  office. 

We  are  now  expanding  our  fundraising  efforts  as  we  prepare  for  a  Fall  direct-mail  sub¬ 
scription  drive.  GCN  will  remain  quarterly  until  we  reach  our  financial  goal. 

Bromfield  St.’s  news  is  that  we  have  eight  new  Board  members — welcome  everyone — and 
that  sometime  this  summer  we  should  be  moving  to  a  new,  better,  brighter  location.  So  look 
for  the  address  change  on  renewals  or  other  mailings. 

We  thank  you  all  for  your  support  and  subversive  activities  and  hope  you’ll  continue  to 
participate  in/  challenge/talk  to/dissent  from/give  money  to/join/tell  your  friends  about — 
your  very  best  queer  paper. 
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‘Colectivo  Nancy”  Takes  on  the  Mexican  Right 

MONTERREY —  Gay  people  in  Monterrey  and 
Guadalajara  are  organizing  against  homophobic 
campaigns  by  newly  elected  mayors  from  the  right¬ 
ist  National  Action  Party  (PAN).  Mexican  gay 
activists  say  PAN  has  adopted  a  political  ideology 
similar  to  the  U.S.  Christian  Right. 

Twenty  gay  people  picketed  Monterrey  City  Hall  on 
March  25  to  protest  abuse  from  new  mayor  Jesus 
Hinojosa  Tijerina  and  the  police  department. 
Shortly  after  Tijerina  took  office,  four  of  the  city’s 
five  gay  bars  were  closed  down,  including  one  disco 
that  regularly  drew  up  to  2,000  men  on  weekends. 
Police  have  also  been  extorting  up  to  $900  each 
from  men  in  cruising  areas,  threatening  to  expose 
them  to  their  families  and  newspapers. 

“The  picket  lasted  three  hours  in  protest  against 
the  mayor  of  Monterrey  for  the  hostility  that  the 
gay  community  has  experienced,  against  intolerance 
and  against  social  homophobia,”  said  activist 
Alejandro  Garcia.  Gay  activists  here  have  also 
launched  the  city’s  first  gay  organization  (Colectivo 
Nancy  Cardenas),  first  gay  newspaper 
(“Montegay”)  and  opened  three  new  clubs. 
Monterrey  is  the  third  largest  city  in  Mexico. 

Meanwhile,  in  Guadalajara,  the  country’s  second 
largest  city,  gay  people  are  protesting  PAN  Mayor 
Cesar  Coll  Carabias’s  public  defamation  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple  and  statement  that  AIDS  is  a  moral  problem, 
not  a  public  health  problem.  According  to  the 
Tijuana  newspaper  Frontera  Gay,  the  candidacy  of 
Coll  Carabias  was  built  on  such  assaults.  This  is 
“the  first  time  in  Mexico  that  a  candidate  for  popu¬ 
lar  election  based  his  campaign  on  attacks  on 
minorities,”  reported  the  newspaper. 

Zimbabwe  Gay  Group  Protests  President’s  Remarks 

HARARE —  In  a  backlash  against  gay  efforts  to 
decriminalize  sex  between  men  here,  Zimbabwe’s 
president  Robert  Mugabe  has  publicly  denounced 
gay  people.  “Let  us  have  no  more  talk  of  prostitutes 
rights  or  of  homosexual  rights,  and  recognize  their 
activities  for  what  they  are — a  threat  to  the  morali¬ 
ty  and  health  of  our  growing  nation,”  Mugabe  said 
while  visiting  a  hospital  in  the  city  of  Bulawayo.  “I 
believe  our  young  people.. .can  discern  what  these 
perverted  movements,  coming  from  the  so-called 
developed  nations,  really  desire.” 

Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Zimbabwe  responded  by 
calling  for  “persistent”  protest  against  government 
repression.  “The  government...believes  homosexu¬ 
ality  is  alien  to  African  culture  and  therefore  should 
not  exist,”  a  GALZ  spokesperson  wrote.  “Given  the 
fact  that  a  majority  of  the  active  GALZ  members 
are  white  Zimbabweans,  they  consider  their  opin¬ 
ion  to  be  justified.  However,  many  gay  Black 
Zimbabweans  are  coming  out  and  eventually  it  will 
be  realized  that  homosexuality  does  not  discrimi¬ 
nate  on  the  basis  of  race  or  color.” 

British  Military  Promotes  Gay  Helpline 

LONDON—  The  British  military,  which  kicks  out  gay 
people,  has  begun  promoting  a  gay-run  helpline  for 
ejected  gay  officers.  The  number  of  the  help-line, 
operated  by  the  group  Rank  Outsiders,  is  being  cir¬ 
culated  by  the  military  to  all  unit  commanders  and 


to  soldiers  and  sailors  facing  dismissal  for  homo¬ 
sexuality,  Angela  Mason,  the  director  of 
Stonewall — Rank  Outsiders’  parent  group — told 
London’s  Capital  Gay :  “Finally  the  (Ministry  of 
Defense}  is  acknowledging  the  tremendous  pain  and 
suffering  this  discrimination  causes.  But  it  would  be 
simpler  to  lift  the  ban  just  as  all  our  major 
European  and  Commonwealth  allies  have  done.” 
More  than  260  gay  people  have  been  sacked  by  the 
British  military  since  1990. 

Canadian  Mayor  Fined  for  Gay  Snub 
HAMILTON,  Ontario—  The  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  on  March  8  fined  this  city’s  mayor 
$5,000  for  refusing  to  proclaim  Gay  Pride  Week  in 
1991,  reported  The  Globe  and  Mail.  The  case  was 
brought  to  the  commission  by  activist  Joe  Oliver. 
Mayor  Bob  Morrow  was  also  ordered  to  proclaim 
pride  week  this  year  if  he  is  asked  to  do  so.  The 
human  rights  tribunal  declared  that  proclaiming 
special  days  is  a  “service  under  the  human  rights 
code”  and  denying  that  service  based  on  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  is  discriminatory. 

Brazilians  for  Gay  Rights 

SALVADOR,  Bahia —  Recent  surveys  in  the  Brazilian 
state  capitals  of  Salvador,  Curitiba  and  Aracaju 
found  that  60  to  80  percent  of  Brazilians  believe  gay 
people  should  have  the  same  rights  as  heterosexuals 
and  50  to  65  percent  think  gay  couples  should  be 
able  to  get  married.  Seventy-three  Brazilian  cities 
and  towns — including  Sao  Paulo,  Rio  de  Janeiro 
and  Brasilia — ban  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation.  Legislation  to  create  civil-union  con¬ 
tracts  for  same-sex  couples  was  recently  introduced 
nationally  by  Worker’s  Party  Deputy  Marta  Suplicy. 

Tasmanians  Celebrate  Overturning  of  Sodomy  Law 

HOBART—  After  years  of  fighting  to  eliminate  this 
Australian  island  state’s  sodomy  law,  gay  men  and 
lesbians  celebrated  their  victory  with  a  pride  march 
and  festival  on  March  31.  Last  year,  the  United 
Nations  Human  Rights  Committee  found 
Tasmania’s  sodomy  law  in  violation  of  the 
International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political 
Rights,  to  which  Australia  is  a  signatory.  But 
Tasmanian  politicians  refused  to  strike  the  statute. 
Finally,  earlier  this  year,  the  national  legislature 
passed  a  law  designed  to  neutralize  the  Tasmanian 
provision. 

British  Columbia  Approves  Gay  Adoptions 
VANCOUVER —  The  Ministry  of  Social  Services  for 
the  Canadian  province  of  British  Columbia  has 
apparently  cleared  the  way  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  adopt  children,  reported  Toronto’s  Xtral.  A 
new  Ministry  directive  removes  “restrictions  related 
to  marital  status,  the  capacity  to  have  a  biological 
child,  or  the  number  of  children  in  the  family.”  A 
ministry  spokesperson  added  that  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  would  not  be  a  consideration  in  the  placement 
of  children. 

500  PWAs  Gather  in  South  Africa 

CAPE  TOWN —  Five  hundred  PWAs  from  82  coun¬ 
tries  gathered  in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa  in  March 
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UCAL  OUACMISLW.HEN  “MORAL  MAJORITIES''  WIN 


Do  gays/lesbians/bisexuals  constitute  a  minor¬ 
ity?  Is  it  a  political  act  to  state  that  one  is  gay? 
Can  the  Supreme  Court’s  Hardwick  decision  that 
allows  states  to  criminalize  “homosexual 
sodomy”  be  used  to  nullify  anti-discrimination 
protection  for  queers?  Can  gays,  lesbians,  and 
bisexuals  be  prevented  from  initiating  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  laws?  Is  sexual  orientation  a  “status” 
or  constituted  by  “conduct?”  What  counts  as 
“conduct?”  Do  majorities  have  the  authority  to 
determine  the  answers  to  these  questions?  These 
are  some  of  the  issues  that  lawyers  and  communi¬ 
ty  activists  are  grappling  with  as  we  organize 
against  homophobic  initiatives  in  communities 
and  in  the  courts. 

A  recent  decision  by  a  federal  appeals  court 
issued  a  resounding  NO  to  the  right  of  queers  to 
anti-discrimination  protection.  In  what  was  per¬ 
haps  the  most  serious  setback  to  gay  and  lesbian 
civil  rights,  the  court  upheld  the  constitutionality 
of  a  charter  amendment  (Issue  3)  passed  by  62 
percent  of  the  voters  of  Cincinnati  in  1 993.  The 
Amendment  reads  as  follows: 

The  City  of  Cincinnati  and  its  various 
Boards  and  Commissions  may  not  enact, 
adopt,  enforce  or  administer  any  ordinance, 
regulation,  rule  or  policy  that  provides  that 
homosexual,  lesbian,  or  bisexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  status,  conduct,  or  relationship  consti¬ 
tutes,  entitles,  or  otherwise  provides  a  per¬ 
son  with  the  basis  to  have  any  claim  of 
minority  or  protected  status,  quota  prefer¬ 
ence  or  other  preferential  treatment....  Any 
ordinance,  regulation,  rule  or  policy  enact¬ 
ed  before  this  amendment  is  adopted  that 
violates  the  foregoing  prohibition  shall  be 
null  and  void  and  of  no  force  or  effect. 

How  Did  We  Come  To  This  Pass? 

In  1992,  gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  Cincinnati 
successfully  fought  for  sexual  orientation  to  be 
added  to  the  city’s  Human  Rights  Ordinance  that 
prohibits  discrimination  in  employment,  housing, 
and  public  accommodations.  The  new  law  includ¬ 
ed  provisions  for  civil  and  criminal  penalties  for 
violators.  In  response  to  this  victory,  opponents 
calling  themselves  “ Equal  Rights  Not  Special 
Rights”  organized  a  referendum  for  the  1993 
election  to  repeal  the  new  law  and  prohibit  law¬ 
makers  from  ever  passing  any  laws  to  prohibit 
discrimination  against  lesbians,  gay  men  or  bisex¬ 
uals.  This  amendment  passed,  and  was  immedi¬ 
ately  challenged  in  the  courts  by  the  pro-gay 
rights  Equality  Foundation  of  Greater  Cincinnati. 
The  District  Court  concluded  that  the 
Amendment  did  infringe  on  the  rights  of  gays,  les¬ 
bians,  and  bisexuals  “to  equal  access  to  the  polit¬ 
ical  process,”  as  well  as  our  First  Amendment 
rights  of  free  speech  and  association  and  the  right 
to  petition  the  government  for  redress  of  griev¬ 
ances.” 

The  Hardwick  Decision  Lives 

The  lower  court  ruling  meant  that  gays/les¬ 
bians/bisexuals  could  invoke  the  equal  protection 
clause  of  the  constitution  to  challenge  our  exclu- 
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What’s 
Biology 
Got  To  Do 
With  It?: 

The  Specter  of 
Norms  In 
Gay/Lesbian 
Parenting  * 
Disputes 


by  Nancy  D.  Polikoff 


Illustration:  Anthony  Senecal 


For  over  twenty  years,  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  openly  contended  that  we  make 
good  parents  —  of  our  own  children,  of  foster  children,  of  adopted  children.  And  for 
over  twenty  years  the  news  has  been  mixed  and  unpredictable.  A  New  Hampshire 
statute  bans  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  adopting;  an  Ohio  appeals  court  refuses  to 
block  a  gay  man’s  adoption  of  a  seven  year  old  boy.  Massachusetts  revises  its  foster 
care  regulations  to  permit  lesbian  and  gay  foster  parents;  Nebraska  institutes  a  total 
ban.  A  District  of  Columbia  statute  prohibits  discrimination  in  custody  and  visitation 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation;  across  the  river  in  Virginia,  a  judge  places  a  three 
year  old  boy  with  his  grandmother,  finding  his  mother’s  lesbian  relationship  illegal 
and  immoral.  And  so  it  goes. 


Meanwhile,  within  our  community  are  equally 
intense  disputes  about  childrearing.  Although  these 
disputes  are  less  obviously  about  whether  lesbians 
and  gay  men  make  good  parents,  they  are  funda¬ 
mentally  about  the  definition  of  family  —  about 
whether  the  heterosexual  model  grounded  primari¬ 
ly  in  biological  connection  can  trump  the  families 
we  create  that  challenge  the  heterosexual,  biological 
norm.  Although  no  one  argues  in  these  disputes  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  should  not  raise  children,  in 
visitation  and  custody  suits  among  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,  inevitably  one  side  invokes  rigid  definitions 
of  parenthood  derived  from  that  heterosexual,  bio¬ 
logical  norm  to  challenge  the  authenticity  of  lesbian 
and  gay  families. 

But  I  Have  Two  Moms 

For  example,  a  rash  of  appellate  court  decisions 
in  the  early  1990s  upheld  an  unyielding  position 
that  a  child  can  have  only  one  mother.  Thus  lesbian 
couples  who  had  planned  for  and  raised  their  chil¬ 
dren  jointly  were  not  seen  as  genuine  two-parent 
families.  The  mother  who  gave  birth  to  or  legally 
adopted  the  child  was  the  only  mother  a  court 
would  recognize,  regardless  of  the  viewpoint  of  the 
child  or  the  conduct  of  the  couple  over  many  years. 
In  California,  a  judge  ignored  the  pleas  of  an  8  year 


old  girl  who  had  lived  exclusively  with  her  nonbio- 
logical  mother  for  the  four  years  following  the  cou¬ 
ple’s  separation  and  required  the  child  to  move  to 
the  home  of  her  biological  mother.  In  New  York,  a 
woman  was  denied  even  visitation  with  a  boy  who 
shared  her  name,  who  called  her  Mommy,  and 
whom  she  had  jointly  raised  and  supported  for  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

In  these  cases,  the  biological  mothers  succeeded 
by  invoking  a  rigid  definition  of  parenthood,  one 
that  obliterated  the  reality  of  the  child’s  life. 
Without  disputing  the  child’s  intended  family  struc¬ 
ture,  biological  mothers  have  triumphed  by  simply 
asserting  the  right  to  change  their  minds,  and  courts 
have  agreed  with  them.  More  surprising,  perhaps, 
some  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  agreed  with  them, 
usually  out  of  personal  loyalty  or  a  conviction  that 
the  biological  mother  had  a  good  reason  to  want 
the  nonbiological  mother  our  of  the  child’s  life. 
These  supporters  are  usually  unaware  that  what  the 
biological  mother  is  saying  in  court  is  not  that  her 
former  partner  is  a  bad  mother  but  that  she  is  not  a 
mother  at  all,  that  she  is  no  different  from  a  babysit¬ 
ter  or  a  neighbor. 

Just  as  courts  are  unwilling  to  recognize  that  a 
child  can  have  two  mothers,  they  are  also  unwilling 
to  recognize  that  a  child  can  have  no  father.  Thus 


lesbians  choosing  known  semen  donors  to  conceive 
children  have  found  themselves  at  the  mercy  of 
those  donors.  Donors  seeking  parental  rights  have 
been  mostly  successful,  and  their  success  has  been 
grounded  in  legal  rules  that  elevate  biology  over 
function  and  in  cultural  norms  that  regard  fathers 
as  essential  to  children. 

What’s  A  Father?  Who  Decides? 

The  most  notorious  dispute  in  recent  years  over 
parenthood  within  our  families  involved  the  claim 
of  Thomas  Steel,  a  gay  San  Francisco  attorney  liv¬ 
ing  with  HIV,  that  he  was  entitled  to  an  order  of 
paternity  concerning  Ry  Russo- Young,  now  13 
years  old,  who  had  lived  her  entire  life  with  her  two 
lesbian  mothers,  Robin  Young,  her  biological  moth¬ 
er,  and  Sandra  Russo,  her  nonbiological  mother, 
and  her  older  sister,  Cade.  Although  Steel  garnered 
support  within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  by 
delineating  his  entitlement  to  a  paternity  order  as 
grounded  in  an  expansive,  non-nuclear  definition  of 
family,  his  success  in  court  rested  upon  an  over¬ 
valuing  of  biology  and  fatherhood  and  an  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  argument,  explicitly  asserted  by  Steel, 
that  Young  and  Russo  and  their  children  could  not 
constitute  a  legitimate  family  because  their  family 
unit  contained  no  father. 

Although  the  facts  in  the  case  known  as  Thomas 
S.  v.  Robin  Y.  were  hotly  contested,  the  basic  para¬ 
meters  of  the  case  were  not  in  dispute.  In  the  late 
1970s,  Robin  Young  and  Sandra  Russo  decided 
they  wanted  to  raise  children  and  that  each  would 
bear  one  child.  They  wanted  their  children  to  have 
information  about  and  some  access  to  their  biolog¬ 
ical  fathers,  and  therefore  they  selected  known 
semen  donors.  Both  Jack  Kolb,  Cade’s  donor,  and 
Tom  Steel,  Ry’s  donor,  agreed  that  they  would 
donate  semen  without  thereby  obtaining  the  rights 
and  responsibilities  of  parenthood.  Both  agreed 
that,  when  the  mothers  determined  it  was  appropri¬ 
ate,  they  would  meet  the  children. 

When  Cade  was  five  she  began  asking  about  her 
origins.  Ry  was  three.  The  family  lived  in  New  York 
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and  both  donors  lived  in  San  Francisco,  and  Russo 
and  Young  made  arrangements  to  travel  to  San 
Francisco  with  the  children  to  introduce  them  to 
both  men.  After  this  initial  visit,  a  warm  relation¬ 
ship  developed  between  Steel  and  the  Russo-Young 
family.  There  were  several  visits  between  Steel  and 
the  family  over  the  next  six  years.  These  visits  took 
place  at  the  family’s  home  in  New  York,  at  vacation 
homes,  and  in  San  Francisco. 

Steel  portrayed  the  contact  that  developed  as  an 
independent,  father-daughter  relationship  between 
himself  and  Ry.  The  mothers  portrayed  the  rela¬ 
tionship  as  one  between  Steel  and  the  entire  family 
in  which  Steel  was  no  more  important  to  Ry  than 
were  other  close  family  friends.  Steel’s  most  signifi¬ 
cant  evidence  included  times  Ry  had  referred  to  him 
as  “Dad,”  verbally  and  in  correspondence,  includ¬ 
ing  a  father’s  day  card;  descriptions  of  times  he 
spent  with  Ry  in  which  Ry  was  obviously  happy  to 
see  him;  and  gifts  he  had  sent  Ry,  including  money 
he  had  sent  to  the  family  which  he  characterized  as 
a  form  of  support.  The  mothers’  most  significant 
evidence  established  that  Steel  had  never  spent  a 
night  with  Ry  in  which  the  mothers  were  not  also 
present;  that  the  number  of  days  he  claimed  to  have 
spent  with  Ry  were  misleading  both  because  the 


time  was  spent  with  the  family,  not  just  Ry,  and 
because  either  Steel  was  at  work  or  Ry  was  in 
school  during  many  of  the  days;  that  Steel  had  never 
made  decisions  concerning  Ry’s  life  or  provided  any 
daily  care  or  financial  support  for  her;  that  Ry  had 
sent  an  identical  father’s  day  card  to  Jack  Kolb;  and 
that  whatever  relationship  Steel  had  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  he  had  with  Ry  and  Cade  together. 

Filing  A  Paternity  Action 

When  Ry  was  nine,  Steel  decided  that  he  wanted 
visitation  with  Ry  outside  of  her  mothers’  presence. 
Fie  wanted  to  introduce  Ry  to  his  parents  and  his 
grandmother,  who  up  until  that  time  had  not 
known  of  her  existence.  He  was  not  comfortable 
including  the  mothers  in  these  introductions.  He 
asked  the  mothers  to  send  both  girls  to  California 
during  the  summer  of  1991.  When  the  mothers 
refused,  he  asked  them  to  go  to  mediation.  They 
refused,  telling  Steel  that  they  would  not  mediate 
about  their  daughter  and  that  he  was  changing  the 
terms  of  their  agreement.  They  asked  him  to  come 
to  New  York  to  talk  further  and  to  continue  visiting 
with  Ry  and  the  entire  family  on  the  same  terms  as 
before.  Instead,  Steel  filed  a  paternity  action  in  New 
York  Family  Court  in  August,  1991,  seeking  imme¬ 


diate  visitation  with  Ry  in  California,  a  request  that 
the  court  denied.  Once  Steel  commenced  the  litiga¬ 
tion,  Young  and  Russo  ceased  all  social  contact 
between  Steel  and  their  family. 

The  trial  judge  appointed  an  attorney  for  Ry, 
who  vigorously  opposed  Steel’s  paternity  and  visita¬ 
tion  claim,  as  did  the  psychiatrist  who  met  exten¬ 
sively  with  Steel  and  his  partner.  Young,  Russo,  Ry, 
and  Cade.  After  a  26  day  trial,  the  judge  denied 
Steel’s  petition.  The  judge  ruled  that  Ry  never  con¬ 
sidered  Steel  a  third  parent,  that  in  her  family  there 
had  been  no  father.  He  stated  that  an  order  of  pater¬ 
nity  would  send  a  message  that  Steel,  Young,  and 
Ry  constituted  one  family  and  Russo,  Kolb,  and 
Cade  constituted  another,  and  that  this  juxtaposi¬ 
tion  of  relationships  was  frightening  to  Ry.  He 
found  that  Steel  had  supported  the  creation  of  a 
two-mother  family  structure  for  Ry  and  that  his 
biological  connection  to  Ry  did  not  accord  him  the 
right  to  change  the  rules  of  Ry’s  life  when  to  do  so 
would  be  counter  to  Ry’s  best  interests.  The  trial 
court’s  decision  was  a  stunning  validation  of  Ry’s 
relationships  with  Russo  as  Ry’s  mother  and  Cade 
as  her  sister  even  though  as  a  rigid  legal  matter  both 
were  strangers  to  her. 

Steel’s  supporters  decried  the  trial  judge’s  deci- 
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“It  makes  the  big  studios’  romantic 
comedies  look  artificial  and  old  hat... 
First  love,  straight  or  gay,  has  rarely  been 


so  expertly  enacted 


“Fresh  and  endearing! 

As  much  a  coming-of-age  story 


as  a  romantic  comedy, 


‘A  lesbian  romance  for  the  whole  family, 
The  whole  Juliet-and-Juliet  story 
brings  freshness  to  a  young-love  theme 
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that  could  use  it. 

loseph  Hooper.  Esquire 
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Border  Wars: 
Introduction  on 
Affirmative  Action 

Talk  of  “special  rights”  coming  from  conserva¬ 
tives  is  a  code  for  “how  dare  legal,  legislative,  poli¬ 
cy  arenas  displace  straight  white  men  from  their 
rightfully  privileged  status.”  Even  queer  activists 
working  on  non-discrimination  initiatives  underline 
“the  bill  does  not  provide  for  a  quota  system,  does 
not  provide  for  preferential  treatment,  and  is  not  an 
affirmative  action  bill  ...”  While  many  invoke  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  Movement  as  a  legacy  of 
the  Black  Civil  Rights  Movement  to  establish  queer 
legitimacy  within  a  civil  rights  discourse,  some  also 
caution  that  we  don’t  want  to  give  the  appearance 
that  “we”  are  “they.”  What  is  forgotten  as  queers 
separate  “our”  fight  for  civil  rights  from  “their” 
fight  for  civil  rights  is  1 )  that  we  are  they,  and  2) 
that  we  are  acting  to  restructure  power  relations  in 
US  society.  We  are  seeking  to  dismantle  the  privilege 
of  some  to  discriminate  and  exclude  others  from 
access  to  rights,  from  equal  participation  in  society. 

What  is  at  stake  for  those  now  mobilizing 
against  immigrants,  welfare  recipients,  queers  and 
affirmative  action  is  their  “right”  to  establish  social, 
cultural  and  economic  borders.  Who  is  in  and  who 
out  of  a  community,  a  job,  a  school,  a  neighbor¬ 
hood;  who  should  receive  support  and  recogni¬ 
tion — and  who  not.  These  border  wars  have  a  long 
history  and  continue  within  and  between  groups. 

The  Right  to  Free  Association 

As  gays  and  lesbians  seek  to  be  a  visible  presence 
within  the  institutions  and  communities  we  occupy, 
conservatives  have  fought  back  invoking  their  con¬ 
stitutional  right  to  free  association.  A  recent 
Massachusetts  Supreme  Court  decision  that  allows 
the  organizers  of  Boston’s  St.  Patricks  Day  Parade 
to  exclude  Irish  Queers  from  naming  themselves 
within  the  parade  is  reminiscent  of  the  arguments 
made  by  the  Board  of  Education  in  the  1954  Brown 
v.  Board  of  Education  challenge  to  the  separate  but 
equal  doctrine.  Arguing  against  Thurgood  Marshall 
(then  lawyer  for  Brown  in  this  constitutional  chal¬ 
lenge  to  segregation),  the  Board  of  Education  stat¬ 
ed  that  the  right  of  the  Negro  to  associate  with  the 
white  man  takes  away  the  right  of  the  white  man  to 
not  associate  with  the  Negro.  This  argument  for  the 
right  to  free  association  is  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of 
conservatives  and  a  mobilizing  force  among  the 
populace.  Simply  put,  it  is  the  right  to  erect  barriers 
to  participation.  This  is  the  argument  of  parade 
organizers  against  the  gay  and  lesbian  Irish  group. 
This  is  the  cultural,  social  logic  that  Affirmative 
Action  was  set  up  to  dismantle. 

California’s  anti-immigrant  Proposition  187, 
anti-gay  initiatives,  notions  of  reverse  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  special  rights  are  all  ways  to  give  assur¬ 
ances  to  “normal,”  hardworking  white  people  that 
the  labor  market,  however  declining,  is  theirs  and 
their  tax  money  would  recognize  their  needs — not 
those  of  “others.”  Ironically,  the  rhetoric  of  insti¬ 
tuting  race  and  sex-blind  practices — the  conserva¬ 
tive  call  for  equal  opportunity — is  a  cover  for  the 
emergence  of  a  stronger  white  heterosexual  identi¬ 
ty,  an  increasingly  elaborated  consciousness  of  race, 
a  way  to  secure  the  privileged  status  of  those  the 
Village  Voice  called  “Whiney  White  Guys.”  It's  a 
hostile  takeover  of  the  meaning  of  rights.  It’s  a  con¬ 
firmation  to  the  majority  that  discrimination  and 
exclusion  are  the  way  to  better  oneself.  As  queers, 
wc  must  ask  ourselves,  who  are  we  within  the  bor¬ 
der  wars  going  on  around  us? — the  editor 


I  Coulda  Been  A 
Whiny  White  Guy 


by  Allan  Benibe 


In  the  1950s  and  early  ‘60s  I  grew  up  a 
queer,  Franco-American,  Catholic, 
working-class  boy,  with  aspirations  of 
writing  poetry,  working  with  ideas,  and 
making  the  world  a  better  place.  College 
seemed  the  only  way  to  get  to  do  these 
things,  but  my  parents  warned  me  that 
they  couldn’t  send  me  there — no 
straight  A’s,  no  scholarship,  no  college. 
In  my  junior  year,  a  young  history 
teacher  saw  what  I  wanted  (did  he  see 
that  I  wanted  him,  too?)  and,  used  his 
connections  to  help  me  get  a  scholarship 
to  a  prestigious  New  England  prep 
school  for  my  senior  year.  The  school’s 
counselors  helped  me  select  a  college, 
and  the  University  of  Chicago  accepted 
me  with  a  “working”  scholarship. 

White  teachers,  white  students,  white  coun¬ 
selors,  white  schools  in  white  communities  with 
white  cultures.  Hardly  any  exceptions.  All  of  it 
assumed  without  talking  about  it. 

What’s  Racially  Mixed? 

Recently  I  took  a  pocket  calculator  to  my  prep 
school  and  college  year  books,  and  was  astounded 
to  find  how  white  these  schools  really  were.  My 
1964  senior  class  at  prep  school  appeared  to  be 
97%  white.  This  boy’s  school  was  overwhelmingly 
Protestant,  too.  Rumor  was  that  it  had  quotas  of  no 
more  than  25  Jews  and  25  Catholics  because  there 
were  only  25  seats  in  the  bus  that  drove  us  to  the 
synagogue  or  to  mass  each  week. 

In  1964,  the  University  of  Chicago’s  incoming 
Class  of  ‘68  appeared  to  be  even  whiter  than  the 
prep  school — 98.4%  white,  1.2%  African  or 
African-American,  0.3%  Asian  or  Asian- American, 
and  no  students  with  Spanish  surnames.  Yet  I 
remember  my  class  as  racially-mixed.  How  could 
my  memory  so  misread  what  actually  happened? 

These  were  the  sixties  when  the  times  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a-changin’. 

My  pocket  calculator  also  revealed  another  fact 
I  had  never  “known”  or  remembered.  Only  a  third 
of  the  students  in  the  entering  Class  of  ‘68  were 
women.  When  I  shared  this  discovery  with  my 
friend  Ellen — a  lesbian  who  attended  U.  of  C.  the 
same  time  I  did — she  said,  “Oh  yeah,  they  had  a 
quota — no  more  than  a  third  of  the  students  could 
be  women.  But  they  didn’t  have  a  quota  for  Jews, 
like  the  Ivy  League  colleges.  That’s  why  so  many  of 
us  went  to  Chicago  from  the  East  Coast.” 

Such  gender  quotas,  if  not  the  total  exclusion  of 
women,  were  in  place  at  many  private  universities. 


In  those  days,  quotas  for  women  and  Jews  meant 
“no  more  than,”  not  goals  to  be  reached.  Race, 
gender,  and  religious  preferences  and  exclusions  cre¬ 
ated  Protestant,  male  and  white  worlds  that  seemed 
so  “ordinary”  to  us  white  male  students  that  few  of 
us  noticed  or  questioned  them — unless  you  didn’t  fit 
into  the  kinds  of  whiteness  and  maleness  that  were 
supposed  to  be  “normal.” 


White  Working  Class  Goes  to  College 

The  mid-sixties  were  a  time  of  economic  pros¬ 
perity  and  elite  colleges  were  feeling  generous  with 
their  money.  They  had  regional  recruiting  and 
working  scholarship  programs,  supplemented  by 


Defense  Department  scholarship  and  loan  pro¬ 
grams — after  Sputnik  the  United  States  competed 
with  the  “Russians”  in  an  intellectual  race  as  well  as 
an  arms  race.  Such  financial  aid  opened  private  col¬ 
lege  doors  to  a  generation  of  “disadvantaged”  white 
working-class  male  and  female  students  as  the  GI 
Bill  after  World  War  II  had  opened  college  doors  to 
a  previous  generation  of  mostly  white,  working- 
class  male  veterans  by  giving  them  low-interest  col¬ 
lege  loans.  Government  sponsored  preferences. 

Those  of  us  on  scholarships  hung  out  with  each 
other — many  of  us  worked  on  the  same  jobs — but 
we  seldom  talked  about  our  lives  in  terms  of  class. 
No  one  helped  us  adjust  or  figure  out  our  class  sit¬ 
uation;  in  fact,  no  one  formally  acknowledged  our 
presence  at  all.  We  were  simply  supposed  to  fit  in. 
Many  of  us  didn’t.  Unless  we  learned  how  to  adopt 
the  culture,  language  and  values  of  middle-class 
academic  life — which  is  why  many  of  us  were 
there — we  didn’t  really  belong,  even  though  we  had 
been  invited  in,  we  were  perhaps  “special  guests.” 
Partly  because  of  the  low-level  class  panic  I  felt  all 
through  school,  my  grades  fell.  To  punish  my  bad 
academic  performance  my  scholarship  was  convert¬ 
ed  into  a  loan  and  I  dropped  out  of  college. 
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You  See,  I’m  An 
Affirmative  Action  Baby 


by  Scot  Nakagawa 


Unmarked  Forms  of  White  Recruitment 

Yet  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  being  white 
and  male  helped  me  get  as  far  as  I  did.  The  financial 
aid  programs  that  let  me  go  to  college  had  been 
unmarked  forms  of  white  recruitment — ways  to 
bring  in  fresh,  white  male  talent  from  the  “lower 
classes.”  In  later  years  affirmative  action  programs 
began  to  remove  the  structural  barriers  that  pre¬ 
vented  women,  Jews  and  people  of  color  from 
entering  colleges,  the  workplace  and  many  other 
institutions.  If  affirmative  action  programs  are 
dumped  today  without  being  replaced  with  better 
alternatives,  the  unmarked  racial  barriers  of  the 
past  could  be  built  once  again  as  disguised  prefer¬ 


ences  for  whiteness.  I  know  what  the  racial  prefer¬ 
ences  of  the  sixties  were  like  from  the  white  side — 
especially  the  elaborate  silences  and  denials  that 
surrounded  our  whiteness  and  forced  us  into  a  pro¬ 
found  ignorance  about  those  who  were  “not-white” 
as  well  as  about  ourselves.  I  don’t  want  to  go  back 
there,  ever. 

It  was  in  these  nearly  all-white,  mostly  male,  elite 
private  schools  that  I  went  through  a  long,  tortu¬ 
ous,  and  isolated  process  of  coming  out  in  1968. 
College  enabled  me  to  read  about  “sexual  abnor¬ 
mality”  in  the  library,  discuss  homosexuality  in  one 
sociology  class  and  one  drama  class,  and  make  one 
friend  who  I  could  trust  enough  to  reveal  my  inner¬ 
most  secret.  And  it  was  my  college  background 
that,  after  I  dropped  out,  made  me  choose  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Student  Homophile  League  at  MIT  in 
Cambridge  as  the  place  to  find  others  like  myself. 
Walking  into  the  student  lounge  that  evening  and 
seeing  so  many  white  men  who  looked  like  the  men 
I  went  to  college  with  seemed  “normal”  enough  to 
reassure  me  that  “gay”  could  be  familiar.  And  so  I 
learned  to  associate  my  “gayness”  as  well  as  my 
education  with  my  whiteness,  and  with  men,  and 
with  middle-class  institutions. 

Berube  is  continued  on  page  28 


Like  the  rest  of  America,  I  have  been  fascinated  by  the  right  wing  slash  and  burn  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  Congress.  Among  the  various  attacks  I’ve  witnessed,  few  have  me  as  agi¬ 
tated  as  the  attack  against  Affirmative  Action. 

My  agitation  stems  in  part  from  the  fact  that  while  Affirmative  Action  also  and  usu¬ 
ally  serves  women,  the  debate  focuses  on  race.  This  racial  focus  speaks  volumes  about 
the  continuing  domination  of  American  politics  by  white  supremacy.  It  tells  us  just 
who  is  in  power,  Affirmative  Action  or  no,  and  about  how  much  farther  we  must  go 
before  we  will  ever  begin  to  understand  fairness  and  racial  justice  in  our  society. 


in  patterns  shaped  by  gender  and  race.  White  men 
as  a  group  have  never  been  subjected  to  this  pattern 
of  discrimination  from  which  people  of  color  have 
suffered.  They  have  never  been  controlled,  exploit¬ 
ed,  and  oppressed  in  the  way  that  people  of  color 
have.  They  have  never  been  subjected  to  a  system 
that  withholds  opportunities  for  employment,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  economic  independence  from  them  as  a 
way  of  keeping  them,  as  a  group,  at  the  service  of 
other  groups.  Yet  this  is  never  even  discussed. 
Instead,  the  discussion  focuses  on  the  question  “is  it 
Affirmative  Action  or  reverse  discrimination?” 

The  very  term  reverse  discrimination  raises  the 
hidden  assumption  of  white  supremacy.  It  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  discrimination  has  historically  been  per¬ 
petrated  against  some  people.  In  spite  of  this 
acknowledgment,  the  uproar  has  nothing  to  do  with 
these  generations  of  whole  communities  suffering 
from  oppression.  There  is  no  talk  about  this.  The. 
whole  debate  focuses  on  how  wrong  it  is  that  white 
males  should  ever  experience  discrimination.  The 
rest  of  us  can  just  wait  until  we  figure  out  how  to 
create  a  level  playing  field  without  taking  any  dirt 
from  the  high  ground  —  as  long  as  we  don’t  affect 
the  view  from  up  there,  we  can  do  as  we  please. 

Yet,  that  high  ground,  that  advantaged  position, 
is  built  on  entitlements  that  include  those  that  have 
been  granted  to  whites  at  the  expense  of  people  of 
color.  These  entitlements  are  among  the  causes  of 
discrimination.  We  cannot  create  a  level  playing 
field  without  eroding  some  of  that  high  ground. 

The  first  assumption  being  made  in  all  of  this  dis¬ 
cussion  is  that  the  world  begins  and  ends  with  the 
experience  of  white  males.  No  change  can  occur 
without  their  approval,  and  no  change  is  acceptable 
if  it  threatens  their  entitlements.  There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  raised  about  whether  or  not  there  is  race  based 
discrimination.  The  only  question  raised  in  the 
debate  in  any  substantive  way  is  about  who  remains 
in  control,  who  determines  the  rules  of  the  game, 
and  how  to  create  programs  that  are  acceptable  to 
them.  This  is  white  supremacy  —  it’s  not  the  dis¬ 
crimination,  though  discrimination  is  certainly  a 
product,  it’s  the  unacknowledged  assumption  that 
white  folks  come  first. 

I  have  to  say  that  along  with  all  the  theorizing, 
ultimately  the  debate  on  Affirmative  Action  is  one 
that  I  treat  with  extreme  prejudice.  I  know  the  pro¬ 
gram  doesn’t  work  to  achieve  its  goals  adequately 

Nakagawa  is  continued  on  page  8 


When  I  use  the  term  white  supremacy,  I’m  refer¬ 
ring  to  white  cultural  hegemony  —  the  assumption 
that  the  experiences  of  all  people  must  be  judged  by 
a  standard  set  by  the  experiences  of  the  white  mid¬ 
dle  cla$s.  As  a  cornerstone  of  our  culture,  white 
supremacy  shapes  our  national  and  personal  identi¬ 
ties  and  it  is  this  concern  about  the  security  of  iden¬ 
tity  and  nationhood  that  is,  I  think,  at  the  center  of 
the  struggle  over  affirmative  action. 

You  see  it  in  the  incrfedible  rage  people  feel  about 
the  loss  of  white  male  privilege.  You  see  it  in  the 
arguments  that  Affirmative  Action  will  destroy  fam¬ 
ily,  community,  and  nation.  And,  you  see  it  in  the 
claims  that  Affirmative  Action  will  promote  contin¬ 
ued  underdevelopment  in  people  of  color  communi¬ 
ties,  encouraging  us  to  be  lazy  and  unproductive  — 
it’s  as  though  we  were  children  in  need  of  tough 
love,  and  it  denies  the  historical  and  systematic  dis¬ 
crimination  that  created  the  need  for  Affirmative 
Action  programs  to  begin  with. 

The  kind  of  discrimination  Affirmative  Action 
seeks  to  prevent  assumes,  on  the  basis  of  personal 
prejudices  or  other  irrational  biases,  some  people 
are  less  qualified  or  less  desirable  to  be  around.  In 
this  country,  such  discrimination  historically  occurs 
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Nakagawa  is  continued  from  page  7 


and  that  it  is  no  final  answer  to  race  and  gender 
based  inequality,  but  I  care  about  the  program.  You 
see,  I  am  an  Affirmative  Action  baby.  Saying  that  is 
like  what  I  imagine  it  is  like  to  come  out  as  an  alco¬ 
holic.  “Hi,  my  name  is  Scot  and  I  am  an  Affirmative 
Action  beneficiary.” 

Were  it  not  for  Affirmative  Action,  I  might  still 
be  a  farm  laborer  like  my  parents  and  their  parents 
before  them.  I  might  always  be  among  the  people  of 
color  who  carry  a  disproportionate  burden  of  doing 
the  meanest  jobs  for  the  least  compensation.  The 
kind  of  discrimination  that  was  intended  to  keep  me 
there  was  challenged,  in  my  one  case,  by 
Affirmative  Action. 


The  very  term  reverse 
discrimination  raises 
the  hidden  assumption 
of  white  supremacy. 


Affirmative  Action  has  benefited  me,  my  family, 
and  my  friends  —  people  who  in  my  young  life  were 
totally  marginalized,  out  of  the  loop,  living  with 
limited  aspirations  and  very  little  hope.  Our  voices 
went  unheard,  our  day-to-day  battles  with  poverty 
and  discrimination  waged  for  the  most  part  without 
visibility.  I  broke  through,  and  joined  economic 
forces  with  others  in  my  family  to  help  make  my  sis¬ 
ters  among  the  first  in  my  community  to  attend  uni¬ 
versities  where  they  also  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
Affirmative  Action. 

I  was  able  to  break  through  and  bring  a  different 
perspective  to  the  field  of  social  work  where  I  start¬ 
ed  my  career  in  social  change.  1  worked  with  others 
like  myself  to  make  services  more  relevant  to  people 
like  me,  and  to  create  opportunities  for  others. 
Affirmative  Action  gave  me  opportunities  others 
take  for  granted.  Those  opportunities  changed  my 
life  and  the  lives  of  many  other  people. 

I’d  like  to  think  that  if  the  truth  were  known  and 
all  the  bullshit  pushed  to  one  side,  people  would 
think  differently  about  Affirmative  Action  and  the 
debate  that  surrounds  it.  Maybe  if  they  knew  what 
the  program  does  and  does  not  do  they  will  change 
their  minds.  Or,  maybe  I’m  just  an  optimist.  Maybe 
the  truth  is  what  scares  them.  Whatever  the  case, 
the  debate  itself  certainly  raises  some  critical  ques¬ 
tions  about  how  and  whether  our  society  will 
achieve  fairness  as  long  as  those  in  control  continue 
to  judge  the  value  of  programs  by  how  they  affect 
those  least  in  need  before  looking  at  how  the  pro¬ 
grams  affect  the  people  they  are  intended  to  serve. 

Scot  Nakagawa  works  with  the  Fight  the  Right  Project 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  He  lives  in 
Oregon. 


“Ending  Welfare 
As  We  Know  It:” 

HIV/AIDS  Health  Care 
Safety-Net  In  Jeopardy 
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During  the  first  hundred  days  of  this  congress,  the  AIDS  community’s 
attention  has  been  focused  on  a  web  of  threats  to  Ryan  White,  AIDS 
housing,  research  funding,  prevention  education  efforts,  confidentiality 
protections,  the  integrity  of  civil  rights  protections  and  other  critical  battles  on  the 
national  front.  At  the  same  time,  many  AIDS  advocates  have  been  closely  monitoring 
mounting  attacks  to  the  health  care  safety-net  for  people  with  HIV/AIDS:  Medicaid. 
Now,  we  must  be  prepared  to  act  on  an  issue  that  will  affect  us  all. 


During  the  second  hundred  days,  we  will  face  an 
unprecedented  challenge  to  the  largest  single  payer 
of  AIDS  care.  The  new  Congress,  in  pursuit  of  sav¬ 
ings  to  pay  for  its  proposed  tax  cuts  and  to  balance 
the  federal  budget,  has  threatened:  (1)  to  terminate 
individual  entitlement  to  Medicaid,  to  slash  spend¬ 
ing  by  $160  billion  by  2002  and  impose  “enforce¬ 
able”  caps  on  spending  designed  to  cut  $84.2  bil¬ 
lion  over  a  four  year  period,  (2)  to  shift  federal 
responsibility  to  the  states  through  block  grants  and 
(3)  to  approve  rapid  mandatory  enrollment  of  all 
Medicaid  beneficiaries  into  managed  care  plans. 

In  1994,  the  federal-state  entitlement  program, 
Medicaid,  paid  for  the  health  care  of  32.1  million 
low-income  Americans,  half  of  them  children.  Each 
year,  4.9  million  chronically  ill,  blind  and  disabled 
persons  rely  on  Medicaid  as  their  only  route  to 
health  care.  Medicaid  has  become  the  safety-net 
program  for  people  with  HIV  infection,  covering  62 
percent  of  all  people  with  HIV  and  90  percent  of 
HIV  positive  children. 

Who  Relies  on  Medicaid? 

Each  year,  Medicaid  spends  as  much  as  $4  bil¬ 
lion  on  HIV/AID$  care,  dwarfing  spending  by 
AIDS-specific  discretionary  programs.  It  provides 
access  to  hospitalization,  prescription  drugs  and 
medical  supplies,  home  health  care,  clinic  and  out¬ 
patient  care,  physicians,  mental  health  and  sub¬ 
stance-abuse  treatment,  and  long-term  care  (nursing 
home  care,  home  and  community-based  care). 

Long-term  care  for  the  elderly  and  people  with 
disabilities  amounts  to  35  percent  of  all  Medicaid 
spending.  Medicaid  pays  half  of  the  national  bill  for 
long-term  care,  a  critical  benefit  for  people  with 
AIDS.  It  pays  for  three-quarters  of  all  nursing  home 
and  hospice  care  and  one-quarter  of  all  home  health 
care.  The  Medicaid  program  has  paid  for  innova¬ 
tions  in  home  and  community-based  health  care 
delivery  that  have  improved  access  for  people  with 
AIDS,  shifting  services  away  from  costly  nursing 
home  care  to  community-based  services  that  permit 
people  with  AIDS  to  be  independent,  to  live  and  die 
at  home. 


“Entitlement  Status” 

Medicaid  is  a  means-tested  federal  entitlement 
program  authorized  under  Title  IX  of  the  Social 
Security  Act.  Federal  guidelines  require  the  coverage 
of  people  with  disabilities,  including  HIV/AIDS  and 
require  coverage  of  certain  critical  benefits,  includ¬ 
ing  long-term  care.  The  elimination  of  Medicaid 
entitlement  means  that  states  will  no  longer  be 
bound  by  federal  eligibility  and  benefit  requirements. 

People  with  HIV/AIDS  will  face  a  battle  to  retain 
coverage  under  a  discretionary  program.  Pressure  to 
ration  care  can  lead  to  discriminatory  decision  mak¬ 
ing.  And,  if  entitlement  status  is  removed,  growth  in 
Medicaid  spending  need  not  reflect  increases  in  the 
number  of  disabled  and  chronically  ill  beneficiaries, 
including  people  with  HIV/AIDS.  Growth  in  the 
number  of  people  with  disabilities  and  chronic  ill¬ 
nesses  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  for  growth  of 
Medicaid  spending. 

Proposed  caps  on  growth  in  federal  spending  for 
Medicaid  would  cut  Medicaid  funds  by  20  percent 
in  the  year  2000.  The  federal  contribution  to 
Medicaid  averages  60%  of  the  program’s  cost. 
Capping  the  federal  share  to  a  5%  growth  rate, 
without  regard  for  the  growing  numbers  of  unin¬ 
sured  and  health  care  inflation,  would  crush  state 
Medicaid  programs.  It  would  place  severe  pressure 
on  the  ability  of  state  programs  to  serve  people  with 
HIV/AIDS.  States  hardest  hit  would  be  California, 
New  York  and  Texas,  states  where  the  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic  is  well  entrenched.  Each  AIDS  epicenter  state 
would  lose  more  than  $5  billion  in  federal  funds. 
These  losses  are  so  drastic  that  “efficiencies”  will 
not  enable  the  states  to  adjust  to  reduced  funding. 
They  will  be  forced  to  eliminate  coverage,  reduce 
benefits  or  cut  reimbursement  to  providers  to  the 
extent  that  they  will  no  longer  participate  in  the 
program. 

Beware  of  Block  Grants 

Republican  leaders  in  Congress  and  Republican 
Governors  are  proposing  to  turn  the  Medicaid  pro¬ 
gram  over  to  the  states,  in  the  form  of  block  grants. 
The  rationale  relied  on  is  that  state  and  local  gov- 
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ernments  understand  people’s  needs  better  than  the 
federal  government.  So,  the  argument  goes,  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  should  turn  over  funds  with  no 
strings  attached.  Block  grants  would  reduce  federal 
spending  by  reducing  federal  administrative  costs 
and  permit  states  to  reduce  spending  to  control 
their  own  budgets.  They  would  permit  states  to 
spend  health  care  dollars  on  areas  other  than  health 
care  and  remove  federal  oversight,  standards  for 
quality  and  consumer  protections. 

State  objectives  in  spending  need  not  be  conso¬ 
nant  with  national  priorities  related  to  fighting  the 
AIDS  epidemic.  Studies  have  shown  that  block 
grants  have  tended  to  favor  politically  attractive 
populations  and  programs.  They  focus  resources  on 
those  who  are  easier  to  reach  and  release  states 
from  any  obligation  to  meet  the  needs  of  under¬ 
served  populations  and  those  who  are  more  difficult 
or  expensive  to  serve.  In  many  if  not  all  states,  this 
could  be  the  definition  of  HIV/ AIDS.  It  is  a  battle 
for  resources  and  consumer  protections  that  would 
be  fought  out  in  each  of  the  50  states,  including 
those  where  the  AIDS  community  is  not  well  organ¬ 
ized  and  where  AIDS  community  resources  are 
scarce  and  must  be  divided  among  many  battle 
fronts. 

Managed  Care  for  the  Sick? 

Some  leaders  in  Congress  believe  that  federally 
mandated  Medicaid  managed  care  will  be  an  effec¬ 
tive  way  to  achieve  savings  in  the  Medicaid  pro¬ 
gram  without  harming  access  to  quality  care. 
Recently,  the  federal  government  granted  a  few 
states  waivers  of  federal  requirements  permitting 
these  states  to  conduct  limited  experiments  with 
managed  care  for  people  with  disabilities  and 
chronic  conditions,  including  people  with  AIDS. 
Some  similar  projects  are  underway  with  founda¬ 
tion  support.  The  results  of  these  initial  experiments 
will  be  available  in  several  years. 

Careful  study  is  needed  as  managed  care  plans 
were  constructed  for  healthy  consumers. 
Experiments  are  designed  to  adapt  mainstream 
managed  care  models  to  accommodate  the  need  for 
different  reimbursement  structures,  quality  assur¬ 
ance  measures,  provider  networks  and  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  protections  in  enrollment  and  disenrollment 
for  people  with  disabilities  and  chronic  health 
needs.  If  carefully  constructed,  coordinated  care 
programs  could  provide  comprehensive  services  and 
improve  quality  of  care  for  individuals  who  have 
difficulty  accessing  a  comprehensive  continuum  of 
care. 

However,  if  hastily  or  poorly  constructed,  with¬ 
out  strong  consumer  protections,  managed  care  can 
be  a  disaster  for  people  with  HIV/AIDS  and  other 
vulnerable  populations.  Cap-setting  structures 
relied  on  by  managed  care  plans  are  not  adequate  to 
account  for  costs  associated  with  HIV/AIDS  care 
and  can  result  in  pressure  to  underserve  people  with 
higher  health  needs.  Managed  care  plan  networks, 
constructed  to  serve  the  healthy  may  not  contract 
with  the  full  spectrum  of  medical  and  health  related 


Medicaid  has  become  the 
safety-net  program  for 
people  with  HIV  infection, 
covering  62  percent  of  all 
people  with  HIV  and  90 
percent  of  HIV  positive 
children. 


services  and  other  services  that  are  fundamental  to 
the  AIDS  care  continuum.  Measures  designed  to 
ensure  well-baby  care  and  immunization,  while 
important,  do  not  enable  us  to  measure  quality  of 
care  for  people  with  HIV/AIDS.  Studies  have  shown 
that  primary  care  practitioners  are  often  unpre¬ 
pared  to  serve  people  with  HIV/AIDS.  As  a  result, 
people  with  HIV/AIDS  may  receive  less  preventive 
treatment  and  be  hospitalized  more  frequently. 
Rapid  enrollment  of  vulnerable  populations  can,  in 
and  of  itself,  disrupt  care,  causing  long  waits  and 
inadequate  access  where  provider  capacity  is  not 
adequate.  Consumer  protections  such  as  complaint 
and  grievance  procedures  are  often  complex  and 
lengthy,  resulting  in  delays  and  denials  of  care. 
Innovative  tests  and  treatments  are  often  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  package  of  managed  care  benefits  and 
because  of  their  costs  may  not  be  available  to  peo¬ 
ple  with  HIV/AIDS  in  managed  care. 

No  Job,  No  Insurance 

Medicaid  covers  only  58  percent  of  poor 
Americans.  Millions  of  low-income  persons  do  not 
meet  categorical  standards  for  coverage.  Medicaid 
is  the  safety-net  for  those  who  live  in  poverty.  It  is 
also  the  safety-net  for  those  who  have  lost  their 
employment  as  the  disease  progressed  and  with  it 
their  insurance  coverage,  finding  themselves  unable 
to  work  and  unable  to  access  health  care  without 
Medicaid.  For  many  it  is  the  only  means  of  financ¬ 
ing  nursing  home  or  home  health  care. 

Twenty  percent  of  Medicaid  expenditures  sup¬ 
port  inpatient  care,  an  additional  14  percent  is  paid 
to  hospitals  with  disproportionately  large  popula¬ 
tions  of  indigent  patients.  Emergency  rooms,  trau¬ 
ma  centers,  pediatric  hospitals,  high-risk  maternity 
programs,  academic  medical  centers  are  dependent 
on  Medicaid  funding  for  a  significant  portion  of 
their  budgets.  All  of  these  facilities  will  be  jeopar¬ 
dized  by  attacks  on  the  Medicaid  safety-net.  We  all 
stand  to  lose. 

Susan  Dooha  works  at  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  in  New 
York  City. 


Coming  this  Fall 

City  Of  Friends 

A  Portrait  of  the  Gay  &  lesbian  Community  in  America 
by  Simon  leVay  &  Elisabeth  Nonas 


books@mit.edu 

http://mitpress.mit.edu/ 


The  MIT  Press  Bookstore 
Kendall  Square 
292  Main  Street 
Cambridge  MA  02142 
617  253.5249 

M-F  9-7,  Sat  10-6.  Sun  1-6. 


Anonymous  HIV  Testing 
Affordable  Fee  •  Support  Groups 
Prompt  Appointments 


Mornings 
Afternoons  or 
Evenings 


68th  Year 
Serving  the 
Community 


We’re  located  at  388  Commonwealth  Avenue  near  the 
Green  Line,  with  convenient  validated  parking. 

For  your  appointment  call  262-9379  today. 


ACUPUNCTURE  CLINIC 

Specializing  in  the 
care  of  men  and  women 
with  AIDS-related 
illness  since  1990. 

(617)  859-3036 


PARK  SQUARE  ADVOCATES,  INC 

GLAD 

Cay  k  Lesbian  Advocates  Ac  Defenders 

If  you  have  faced  discrimination  because  of  your  sexual 
orientation  or  HIV  status,  call  GLAD. 

1-800-45  5-GLAD 

TTY  (617)  426-6156 

INTAKE  HOURS: 

1:30  -  4:30  (MON.  -  FRI.) 

_ en  Espafiol,  1:30  -  4:30  (Martes) _ 


Network  for  Battered  Lesbians 
La  Red  Para  Lesbianas  Maltratadas 
(617)  424-8611 

Hotline/Lfnea  de  Crisis: 
(617)  236-SAFE/236-7233 
P.O.  Box  60 1 1  (TTY  response  available/ 

Boston,  M A  02 114  Respuesta  por  TTY disponible) 


RED 

SUN 

PRESS 


RED  SUN  PRESS  is  a  worker- 
controlled,  union  shop  providing 
high-quality  printing  and  graphic 
design.  We  have  a  20-year  history  of 
serving  the  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities.  The  majority  of  our  staff 
is  women  and  people  of  color. 

Share  your  work  with  a  printer 
that  shares  your  politics. 

94  Green  Street,  Boston  MA  02130  •  (617)  524-6822 
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Gay  Men 
Have  It  All 
Worked  Out? 

Entering  The  Fray 
Over  Safer  Sex 
Practices 


into 


Just  as  gay  men  quietly  began  raising  questions  about  their 
ability  to  commit  to  safer  sex  practices  or  to  continue  them  * 
indefinitely — practices  they  had  set  in  motion  more  than  a 
decade  ago,  a  political  battle  over  public  sex  has  made  this  dis¬ 
cussion  a  national  media  event,  a  carnival  with  attitude,  and 
finger-pointing  blame  is  coming  from  conservatives  and  some 
gay  activists  alike. 

Within  the  last  year,  the  results  of  studies  on  safer  sex  practices  among  gay  men 
that  confirmed  our  impressions  hit  the  mainstream  media.  The  studies  revealed 
an  increase  in  unsafe  sex  practices.  They  also  revealed  that  the  rate  of  serocon¬ 
version  for  gay  men  is  on  the  rise.  Furthermore,  the  practical  consequences  of 
these  trends  have  been  modeled,  quantified,  and  “made  official.”  A  recent 
Columbia  University  study  indicated  that  if  gay  men  have  one  unsafe  encounter 
per  year,  the  epidemic  will  wane  and  by  2030  about  5  percent  of  gay  men  would 
be  infected,  contrasted  with  as  high  as  50  percent  now  in  major  cities.  However, 
they  continued,  if  they  increase  the  number  of  unsafe  encounters  to  only  two  per 
year;  then  the  epidemic  will  expand  significantly.  So  with  a  prediction  that  the 
epidemic  can  be  eliminated  among  gay  men  by  strict  adherence  to  safer  sex  prac¬ 
tices,  coupled  with  the  knowledge  that  adherence  is  not  consistent,  what  should 
activists/educators  do? 

Differing  Views  of  History 

Michelangelo  Signorile  of  Outing  fame  has  a  suggestion.  Go  to  the  national 
media  and  attack  HIV-positive  men  for  failing  to  take  responsibility  for  safer  sex. 

Or  criticize  AIDS  Service  Organizations  and  activist  groups  like  ACT  UP  for  plac¬ 
ing  the  burden  on  those  who  are  HIV-negative  not  to  become  infected.  Signorile 
goes  on  to  criticize  the  AIDS  politics  of  the  past  ten  years  as  guided  by  a  perceived 
need  to 

“...foster  self-esteem  among  HIV-positive  people  and  to  guard  against 
attempts  to  stigmatize  them.  Now  it  seems  that  some  of  what  we  did  for 
those  who  are  positive  was  at  the  expense  of  those  who  are  desperately  try¬ 
ing  to  remain  negative,” 

I  would  like  to  pose  a  different  interpretation  of  the  politics  that  have  guided 
AIDS  prevention  work  io  the  past  13  years  in  the  hope  that  it  can  lead  to  differ¬ 
ent  suggestions  for  the  next  steps.  In  the  1980s,  community  practices  and  pro¬ 
grams  developed  in  a  threatening,  repressive  national  political  context.  Ironically, 
some  gay  activists,  like  Signorile,  are  reinvigorating  the  very  historical  dynamic 
that  I  think  contributed  to  undermining  safer  sex  education. 

AIDS  prevention  work  in  the  gay  community  and  the  larger  political  context 
have  existed  in  a  dynamic  relationship.  The  political  realities — threatened 
roundups,  mandatory  testing,  calls  for  quarantine,  tattooing,  and  monitoring  of 
gay  male  public  spaces — that  accompanied  the  early  public  recognition  of  AIDS 
constructed  our  defense  to  the  world.  Our  survival  was  at  stake,  not  only  because 
a  deadly  virus  existed,  but  because  that  virus  was  understood  through  an  irra¬ 
tional  bigotry  against  queers.  Our  access  to  jobs,  to  housing  and  to  health  insur¬ 
ance  were  all  threatened.  How  we  intervened  and  protected  ourselves,  from  both 


the  virus  and  the  state  was,  in  part,  defined  by  the  kinds  of  persecution  that  stood 
at  our  doorstep.  Likewise,  how  we  conducted  our  defense  shaped  how  social, 
medical  and  political  institutions  understood  the  epidemic.  In  this  context,  we 
responded  and  created  a  way  to  do  prevention  work  that  was  a  political,  collec¬ 
tive  challenge  to  the  political  realities  we  were  up  against  rather  than  a  response 
from  inside  ourselves — based  on  investigating  the  myriad  individual  meanings  of 
desire  and  sexual  practices  from  which  we  might  create  prevention  practices.  To 
a  great  extent  we  viewed  the  issue  as  one  of  community,  as  a  community  refigur¬ 
ing  how  to  preserve  the  erotic  quality  of  our  lives  by  creating  prevention  pro¬ 
grams  in  which  we  all  learned  how  to  eroticize  safe  sex.  We  set  up  a  community 
standard  for  sexual  behavior,  one  that  we  all  would  commit  to,  a  contract  for 
survival.  So,  why  is  this  formula  now  coming  into  question? 

Our  Success  Story 

First,  the  “political  responses”  prescribed  gay  sex  in  a  way  that  bypassed  the 
inchoate  character  of  desire — that  made  desire  knowable,  controllable  and 
reducible  to  rational  acts — e.g.,  risk  calculations.  This  functioned  well  to  deal 
with  the  world  around  us.  Based  on  our  analysis  of  the  political  realities,  the  most 
powerful  story  we  publicly  put  on  the  table  was  that  “gay  men  have  it  all  worked 
out.”  We  have  stopped  the  transmission  of  HIV  in  our  communities,  we  have  a 
method,  we  have  a  technique.  Any  evidence  to  the  contrary  threatens  what  is 
incredibly  important  to  us — it  threatens  our  autonomy  as  a  community,  it  threat¬ 
ens  our  civil  liberties.  What  do  we  risk  if  we  acknowledge  that  we  are  not  con¬ 
trolling  transmission?  We  risk  the  clear  and  present  danger  of  external  forces 
gaining  power  to  directly  regulate  us.  We  risk  being  up  against  the  ever-present 
suspicion  and  the  imminent  accusation  that  gay  sexuality  cannot  be  controlled, 
and  that  we  would  literally  “fuck  ourselves  to  death.” 

Our  “success  story”  also  protected  our  funding.  Once  we  established  our  suc¬ 
cess  and  convinced  funding  sources  that  we  knew  how  to  stop  transmission, 
those  methods  became  the  criteria  for  future  funding.  The  money  was  contingent 
on  using  that  model.  And,  as  time  went  on,  this  success  story  also  protected 
entrenched  institutions  within  our  communities  that  were  devoted  to  enacting  the 
approach  that  had  been  developed.  These  institutions  then  controlled  the 
resources  for  prevention  education. 

Secondly,  within  the  gay  community  safer  sex  practices  were  losing  their 
appeal.  The  success  story  now  became  experienced  as  a  constraint.  Once 
divorced  from  its  grassroots  beginnings,  it  became  a  moral  or  religious  or  med¬ 
ical  imperative,  a  power  against  you,  a  system  of  constraint  that  can’t  be  ques¬ 
tioned.  And  like  all  systems  of  constraints,  it  created  its  own  subversion.  Whether 
that  happens  by  keeping  secrets,  or  telling  lies,  or  direct  contestation  with  the 
“authorities.”  Thus  what  began  as  a  grassroots  coming  together  of  queers  to  pro¬ 
tect  ourselves  and  others,  turned  into  an  institutional  mandate,  inaccessible  to  the 
difficulties,  desires,  and  sexual/relational  issues  that  many  were  grappling  with. 
Within  the  carnage  this  epidemic  leaves  in  its  wake,  the  meanings  of  sex,  love,  inti¬ 
macy,  grief,  relationships,  death  and  life  have  changed  and  will  continue  to  change. 

Buried  Evidence 

My  concern  is  not  just  that  new  information  about  new  seroconversions  is 
available.  For  a  long  time  there  has  been  clear  epidemiological  evidence  that  gay 
men  are  continuing  to  seroconvert.  How  did  we  deal  with  that  evidence?  We  did 
it  in  the  usual  way.  For  a  long  time  we  told  a  story  about  how  these  were  the  ‘oth- 
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[W]e  responded  and  created  a  way  to  do 
prevention  work  that  was  a  political,  col¬ 
lective  challenge  to  the  political  realities 
we  were  up  against  rather  than  a  response 
from  inside  ourselves — based  on  investi¬ 
gating  the  myriad  individual  meanings  of 
desire  and  sexual  practices  from  which  we 
might  create  prevention  practices. 


ers.’  It’s  hustlers,  it’s  youth,  it’s  gay  men  of  color,  it’s  men  of  other  classes,  it’s  men 
who  speak  other  languages,  men  who  don’t  identify  as  gay — men  in  other  com¬ 
munities,  it’s  the  ‘other.’ 

This  pointed  to  something  real,  that  our  prevention  messages  were  narrowly 
developed  and  narrowly  targeted  from  a  narrow  reality.  It  is  true  that  not  enough 
thought  and  not  enough  resources  have  been  given  to  messages  developed  in  and 
toward  other  parts  of  our  community.  But  it  is  also  true  that  men  who  have  been 
in  the  middle  of  the  target  population,  where  there  have  been  resources,  are  also 
seroconverting.  Middle  class,  gay  white  men  in  the  epicenters  who  know  all  the 
data  about  HIV  and  AIDS.  It  is  interesting  that  it  is  at  this  point  that  we  declared 
a  crisis  in  prevention.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  it  was  when  the  more  pow¬ 
erful  sectors  of  our  community  grappled  with  the  fact  that  prevention  wasn’t 
working  that  a  crisis  was  recognized.  Others  came  forward  to  say,  “oh  yea,  that’s 
really  news;  we’ve  been  saying  it’s  not  working  all  along.” 

Queer  Clashes:  What’s  at  Risk? 

Ironically,  Signorile  has  returned  us  precisely  to  what  I  see  as  the  problem.  He 
maintains  that  prevention  issues,  in  light  of  the  ominous  studies,  should  be  dealt 
with  politically,  for  example,  by  joining  with  external  forces  to  regulate  us — threat¬ 
ening  our  autonomy  and  civil  rights.  That  is,  he  and  others  would  return  us  to  the 
repressive  politics  of  a  decade  ago  by  supporting  law  enforcement  in  their  move  to 
close  down  bathhouses  and  clubs.  Beyond  this  threat,  he  reasserts  the  moral  imper¬ 
ative,  sorting  out  “good”  gays  from  “bad,”  pointing  the  finger  at  those  who  are 
HIV-positive,  assigning  blame — not  in  a  group  sorting  out  people’s  hopes  and  fears 
as  the  epidemic  takes  its  toll,  but  in  the  New  York  Times  where  he  “emphasizejs] 
the  particular  responsibilities  of  HTV-positive  men”  and  dramatizes  their  “irre¬ 
sponsibility.”  He  proposes  quick,  disastrous  “solutions”  that  evoke  responses  sim¬ 
ilar  to  those  we  had  to  politicians  in  the  early  80s.  Then  as  now  we  mobilize  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  line  of  defense,  and  then  as  now,  calls  for  repressive  regulation  of  gay  male 
sexuality  is  grandstanding.  There  is  no  personal  risk  in  this  response. 

The  prevention  solution  I  want  to  suggest  involves  risk.  We  have  to  move 
away  from  the  prevention  formula  we  know.  What  has  been  revealed  within  this 
practice  is  that  people  are  lying  about  their  sexual  practices  because  we  have  cre¬ 
ated  such  a  stigma  about  not  practicing  safer  sex.  Built  into  our  safer  sex  meth¬ 
ods  are  the  messages  that  you  succeed  or  you  fail,  you’re  innocent  or  you’re 
guilty.  We  are  up  in  arms  when  other  people  suggest  to  us  that  they  could  repro¬ 
gram  our  desire,  yet  we  are  engaged  in  our  own  reprogramming.  We  have  expect¬ 
ed  ourselves  to  do  it  and  we  become  vigilantes  when  we  discover  failure.  Despite 
the  fact  that  it  is  in  our  own  interest  and  meets  the  terms  of  our  agenda,  we  could 
no  more  rationally  reorganize  our  desire  than  can  others  who  oppose  us. 

Rebuilding  Prevention  Practices 

So,  what  do  we  do?  First  we  have  to  get  away  from  the  guilty/innocent,  suc¬ 
cess/failure  structure.  We  have  to  begin  to  open  up  a  conversation.  We  started  out 
with  big  categories,  like  “gay  men”  and  then  “women”  and  then  we  struggled 
and  fought  to  refine  those  categories.  Those  struggles  have  been  hard  and  it  was 
right  to  create  definitions  that  truly  recognize  gay  men  of  African  descent.  Latino 
gay  men,  lesbians  subdivided  in  various  ways,  all  the  racial  and  ethnic  and  age, 
etc.  divisions.  Those  are  hard  won  and  critical  developments.  But  I  think  we  have 
to  zoom  in  past  those;  we  can’t  have  someone  claim  or  be  seen  to  speak  for 
“white  gay  men  in  New  York.”  Instead  we  must  allow  people  to  talk  at  the  level 
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We’re  opening  new  doors 
to  better  serve  our 
HIV  community. 


OPENING 


new  doors 


THE  BOSTON  LIVING  CENTER 


Call  (6 1 7)  236- 1 0 1 2  to  find  out  how  you  can  help! 


131  Clarendon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  437-6200 
TTY  (617)  450-1423 
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Honey,  I  Shrunk 
the  Opposition 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE  1995  GAY  PRIDE  PARTICIPANTS 

For  over  thirty  years  CPPAX  has  been  a  leader  in  the  fight  for  peace  and  justice.  For  example,  we  played 
a  vital  role  in  passing  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  Law.  Today,  we  are  lobbying  far 
single-payer  health  care  reform,  which  would  guarantee  quality  care  for  alL  Congratulations  and  thanks 
to  all  our  sisters  and  brothers  marching  today!  I 

Save  Money  On  Your  Phone  Bill  &  Support  CPPAX 

*12.9  cents  a  minute  to  anywhere  fas  the  U.S. 

*  Day/Night/W  eekend— always  the  same  rate 

•5%  OF  ALL  LONG  DISTANCE  CALLING  CHARGES  DONATED  TO  CPPAX 
SIGN  UP  TODAY!! 

Call  1-800-665-9129 
Dept  #1 16,  CPPAX  ID#  MA0309 


CPPAX  has  an  agreement  with  the  nation's  4th 
largest  long  distance  carrier  WilTeL  All,  long 
distance  calls  will  cost  12.9  cents  pg  minute 
no  matter  when  you  call  in  the  48  contiguous 


For  more  information  call  CPPAX 
(617)426-3040 
or  CPPAX 's  Account  Rep.  at 
(617)738-9539 


RESIST  Foundation 

Job  Openings:  Full  Time 

Fundraiser/Newsletter  Editor:  primary  responsibility  for 
fundraising  and  monthly  newsletter; 

Grants-Management  and  Bookkeeping:  Primary 
responsibility  for  grants  program  and  bookkeeping,  secondary 
responsibility  for  Newsletter. 

General  Administrative  Functions  will  be  shared. 
Applicants  must  demonstrate  the  following  qualifications: 

*a  commitment  to  progressive  politics,  including  having  a  feminist,  anti¬ 
racist,  and  pro-gay/lesbian  perspective;  "'good  writing,  computer, 
organizational  skills;  *willingness  and  ability  to  work  collectively; 
"■willingness  and  ability  to  participate  in  peer  evaluation. 

Salary  and  benefits  negotiable,  application  deadline  July  15th. 
Send  cover  letter,  resume,  and  writing  sample  to:  Resist, 

Hiring  Committee,  One  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143  . 

Resist  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer.  People  of  color,  women,  gays/lesbians/bi’s  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 


The  Ku  Klux  Klan,  along  with  a  number  of  white  supremacist 
hate  groups,  has  been  growing  steadily  for  years,  now. 
Virtually  all  of  these  groups  abhor  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and 
most  condone  violence  against  us.  Not  accidentally,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  homophobic  attacks  has  risen  dramatically  in  the  last 
several  years,  as  have  incidents  of  race-related  violence,  and 
anti-Semitic  attacks.  You  may  be  wondering  what  we  queers 
can  do  about  this.  I  know  what  I’d  do:  I’d  turn  to  Science. 
Then  I’d  go  out  and  buy  myself  a  little  something  to  cheer  up: 

Pet  Care  Manual 

Congratulations,  gay  or  lesbian  person!  You  have  just  purchased  your  very 
own  four-inch-high  Ku  Klux  Klan  member!  According  to  many  acclaimed  social 
scientists,  the  Klan  is  on  the  rise,  and,  if  allied  with  groups  such  as  the  Neo-Nazis 
and  the  Aryan  Nation,  it  might  well  prove  unstoppable.  This  is  why  we  at  Ye 
Olde  Biotechnology  Lab  ‘n’  Pet  Shoppe  have  formulated  a  credo:  “Ifya  can’t  beat 
'em  —  shrink  'em  and  sell  ’em  as  pets!"  What  better  way  to  observe  their  ram¬ 
bunctious  antics,  while  keeping  life  and  limb  safe  from  vicious  mauling! 

Klan  members  make  delightful  and  challenging  companions  —  provided  that 
they  are  only  four  inches  high.  Unlike  four-inch  liberals,  who  cannot  tell  right 
from  left,  and  frequently  walk  into  walls  or  off  tabletops,  your  four-inch  Klanner 
prides  itself  on  its  clear  and  unwavering  vision!  Its  winsome  ability  to  see  gay 
men,  lesbians,  Jews,  people  of  color,  and  feminists  as  “subhuman”  will  provide 
you  with  hours  of  sheer  amazement. 

Fun  for  the  entire  commune! 

Invite  your  friends  over  to  share  the  fun,  as  your  Klanner  momentarily  forgets 
its  size,  and  attempts  to  “bash”  you.  Just  watch  it  trying  to  apply  a  wee  bicycle 
chain  to  your  upper  lip,  or  kicking  the  daylights  out  of  your  pinkie  finger.  Tres 
drole!  It  is  a  good  idea,  however,  to  keep  your  Klan  member  away  from  danger¬ 
ous  household  chemicals.  Fun  is  fun,  but  no  one  enjoys  a  shot  of  Drano  in  the 
eye. 

Getting  Acquainted 

Your  Klan  member  has  never  been  four  inches  tall  before;  neither  has  it  ever 
found  itself  screaming  for  help  inside  a  glass  fruit  jar  with  holes  punched  in  the 
lid.  It  will  therefore  feel  a  bit  frightened  and  mistrustful  at  first  —  not  to  mention 
short-sheeted.  On  the  ride  home,  try  to  calm  it,  if  you  can.  You  might  consider 
singing,  to  soothe  its  jangled  little  nerves.  “You  Make  Me  Feel  Like  a  Natural 
Woman”  might  prove  diverting  to  your  new  pet,  particularly  if  you  are  a  man. 
Or,  using  the  jar  with  the  Klanner  inside  as  a  maraca,  why  not  groove  to  your 
own  improvisations  of  Latin  liberation  music:  “Ay  ay”  [shake,  shake);  “pequeno 
es  el  corazon  de  Pat  Buchanan”  [shake,  shake);  “pero  grande  es  el  corazon  de  un 
maricon  revolucionario”  [shakeshakeshake]. 

After  you  get  your  Klanner  home,  place  it  gently  inside  its  little  cage,  and  leave 
it  in  a  quiet,  darkened  room  for  the  first  day,  so  that  it  can  become  accustomed 
to  its  new  environment.  Give  it  plenty  of  fresh  water,  and  some  granola  in  its  seed 
cup.  Be  sure  and  leave  fresh  newspaper  on  the  bottom  of  its  cage.  Old  issues  of 
Fag  Rag  are  highly  recommended. 

Feeding 

Make  sure  your  Klanner’s  cereal  dish  is  filled  at  all  times  with  Special  KKK, 
the  chow  formulated  by  Aryan  scientists  to  keep  your  pet’s  complexion  its 
whitest!  Your  Klanner  will  appreciate  lots  of  potato  chips  and  braunschweiger  in 
its  treat  cup,  too.  Although  four-inch  Klan  members  have  been  known  to  eat 
seven  times  their  weight  daily  in  carbohydrates  and  empty  calories,  your  Klanner 
still  needs  a  certain  amount  of  “Commie,  fagotass”  vegetables  to  supplement  its 
diet.  To  make  sure  your  Klanner  gets  all  its  greens,  then,  try  lowering  it  into  your 
fish  tank,  and  requiring  it  to  suck  up  all  the  algae  before  you  allow  it  to  resur¬ 
face. 
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Grooming 

Some  people  prefer  to  have  their  Klanners  professionally  groomed.  But  you 
can  do  this  yourself  and  save  big  bucks,  in  the  privacy  of  your  own  home,  using 
simple  modern  appliances.  An  ordinary  kitchen  blender,  for  instance,  can  provide 
a  stimulating  whirlpool  bath,  and  launder  those  grimy  little  sheets  at  the  same 
time.  Or,  for  a  more  liberating  bath  house  ambience,  try  immersing  your  Klan 
member  for  two  to  three  minutes  in  a  heated  pressure  cooker.  Pat  dry.  Toe-  and 
fingernails  can  be  expertly  shaped  by  inserting  the  appropriate  digits  into  the  lit¬ 
tle  holes  of  a  Vegomatic.  Now  it’s  time  for  a  fashion  risk  —  why  not  refit  your 
Klanner  with  a  dainty,  floral  printed  sheet?  A  little  red  bow  atop  its  hood,  plus  a 
few  tiny  bandaids  here  and  there,  et  voila!  —  has  Armageddon  ever  looked  cuter? 

Hysterical  Pregnancies 

During  the  spring,  Klan  members  in  captivity  will  usually  lay  one  to  two 
unfertilized  eggs,  then  spend  most  of  their  time  gliding  to  and  fro  on  their  swings, 
whistling  old  German  lieder,  as  if  nothing  happened.  Occasionally,  however,  the 
odd  Klanner  will  form  a  deep  parental  attachment  to  its  eggs  and  attempt  to 
“protect”  them,  in  a  fey,  Operation  Rescue-like  fashion  by  blocking  the  entrance 
to  its  cage.  If  this  is  the  case,  you  can  expect  to  encounter  for  the  next  few  days, 
a  thin,  rasping  soprano  chanting  “baby-killer”  rhetoric,  as  you  attempt  to  feed  or 
water  your  Klanner.  If  at  any  time,  however,  you  perceive  teeny,  stray  bullets 
whizzing  in  your  direction,  you  have  our  permission  to  discipline  your  Klan 
member  severely  with  a  flyswatter. 

Taming  Your  Klanner 

One  popular  myth  about  the  Klan  is  that  four-inch  Klan  members  are  difficult 
to  tame.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth!  Klanners  love  authority!  We’ll 
prove  it.  Moving  slowly  and  quietly,  so  as  not  to  startle  your  Klanner,  reach  into 
the  cage  and  ask  it  to  perch  on  your  finger.  Chances  are  your  Klanner  will  react 
by  pummeling  you  with  all  its  diminutive  might,  and  cursing  a  blue  streak: 
“Fuckin’  dyke.  Fuckin’  faggot,  Fuckin’  kike,  Fuckin’  spic,  Fuckin’  nigga,  Fuckin’ 
codependent.  Fuckin’  —  uh  —  er  —  mammal..."  —  or  whatever  its  creative  juices 
urge  it  to  say  at  the  moment. 

It  is  now  time  to  teach  your  pet  some  manners.  Grasping  its  torso  firmly 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  your  left  hand,  bring  the  little  fellow  out  of 
its  cage.  Now,  while  holding  your  Klanner  in  place,  gently  crush  its  nose  with  the 
thumb  of  your  right  hand.  It  is  important  that  your  Klanner  begin  to  see  “The 
Thumb”  as  the  ultimate  source  of  discipline.  Some  Klan  member  owners  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  draw  two  fierce  little  eyes  and  a  mustache  on  their  thumbs,  and 
wiggle  “Der  Fuhrer”  theateningly  when  Klan  member  decorum  is  lacking.  Your 
pet  will  soon  get  the  message  that  rude  behavior  is  “verboten”  while  you’re 


around.  It  will  perch  on  your  finger  for  hours,  listening  incredulously  as  you  read 
aloud  from  Angels  in  America. 

Fun  with  Your  Klanner 

Now  you  are  ready  to  play  with  your  Klan  member,  just  as  the  young,  and  the 
young  at  heart,  have  played  with  their  pets  for  generations  —  a  lot!  Tie  your 
Klanner  to  a  roller-skate  and  push  it  down  the  stairs!  Drench  it  with  water  guns! 
Hook  the  vacuum  cleaner  up  to  its  Habitrail!  Pull  it  around  your  neighborhood 
endlessly  in  a  little  red  wagon!  Rub  all  its  body  hair  off!  (It  helps  here,  if  you  have 
a  knowledge  of  The  Velvetine  Rabbit.)  Take  your  Klanner  to  school  and  use  it  in 
your  next  science  project!  They’re  so  cute,  trying  to  decide  which  lever  releases 
the  food  pellet,  and  which  delivers  the  electric  shock. 

The  most  popular  diversion  by  far  is  Klan  dress-up  time!  Using  The  Thumb  as 
a  persuasive  device,  help  your  Klanner  into  one  of  your  old  Barbie  doll’s  outfits. 
The  beachbus  ensemble  is  especially  becoming. 

This  is  where  your  Klanner’s  special  rightwing  paramilitary  training  will  pay 
off!  Again,  using  The  Thumb  as  backup,  demand  that  your  Klanner  maintain  a 
rigid,  nearly  immobile  posture,  simulating  that  of  an  actual  hard  plastic  doll.  This 
will  enable  you  to  prance  your  Klan  member  about  like  a  real  little  Barbie,  while 
you  speak  its  Barbie  lines  in  a  delicate  falsetto.  Have  a  party  and  ask  your  friends 
to  bring  their  own  “Barbies”! 

Barbie  1:  Hey,  I  like  dressing  up! 

Barbie  2:  Yes,  what  fun.  I  love  your  top,  dear. 

Barbie  3:  Tee  hee.  Too  bad  they  didn’t  have  one  your  size.  I  can  see  your  your 
nipples. 

Barbie  1:  Nipples?  We’ll  have  none  of  your  sex  education  here,  hussy! 
[WHAP!] 

Barbie  2:  Say,  girls.  Do  you  think  we  might  be  related  to  Klaus  Barbie? 

Your  playmates  can  be  made  to  enjoy  an  afternoon  of  croquet,  an  evening  at 
the  opera,  or  just  “hanging  out”  in  the  ol’  Barbie  condo.  More  advanced 
Klanners  can  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  play-acting.  Tiny  Klan  companies  have 
even  been  known  to  perform  such  classics  as  Uncle  Vanya  and  Hair.  Anyone  for 
a  spot  on  Letterman? 

Escape! 

Always  return  your  Klanner  to  its  cage,  and  secure  the  door  tightly  when  you 
are  finished  playing.  And  make  sure  the  cage  is  made  of  reinforced  steel.  Klan 
members  have  been  known  to  chew  through  the  bars  of  lesser  metal  and  get  lost 
for  weeks  inside  attics,  basements,  old  Frigidaires.  Nothing  is  more  repulsive  than 

Day  is  continued  on  page  14 
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Jf  GMEWAY2000 


i“  You've  got  a  friend  in  the  business.  ”® 

610  GATEWAY  DRIVE  •  PO  BOX  2000  •  N.  SIOUX  CITY,  SD  57049 
PHONE  605-232-2000  •  800-846-8000  FAX  605-232-2023 


PORTABLE  &  DESKTOP  COMPUTERS 
MAGNUS  WELLS 

Taking  PRIDE  in  great  Customer  Service. 
DIRECT  LINE  800-846-2042,  Ext.  25841 


5ITA  LANG 


LMT 


Swedish  Massage  Therapy 
and  Myofascial  Release 

924.1317 

Sliding  Scale  •  Gift  Certificates 


H.  Elizabeth  Luke 

Psychotherapy 
Adolescents,  A( 

with  Children, 
dults,  and  Couples 

i: 

:ry 

ment  (Using  Hypnosis) 
>ues 

Spprialmnq  ir 

Trauma  Recove 
Depression 
Stress  Managei 
Lesbian/Gay  Is: 

CDs  CASSETTES  LPs 

Tom  Wilson  Weinberj)'* 

“Ten  Percent  Revue"; 

"Get  Used  To  It!" 

“Don't  Dess  With  Mai?" 
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seeing  the  wheezing,  pointed  head  of  a  starving 
Klanner  pop  out  from  the  vent  of  some  old  furnace, 
its  little  tongue  all  blackened  and  dangling.  They 
really  make  a  mess,  too,  if  you  happen  to  step  on 
them  with  heavy  boots. 

Disposal 

A  word  to  the  wise.  Stories  abound  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  who,  tired  of  their  Klanners,  flushed 
them  down  their  toilets,  only  to  have  the  Klanners 
grow  into  gigantic,  reptilian  creatures,  return 
through  the  plumbing,  and  bite  off  their  owners’ 
genitalia.  Ha  ha  ha!  These  stories  are  completely 
true.  If  your  Klanner  has  lost  its  special  “some¬ 
thing”  and  you  want  to  get  rid  of  it,  please  do  NOT 
flush  it  down  your  commode.  Neither  should  you 
donate  your  Klan  member  to  a  laboratory  —  it 
could  end  up  collaborating  with  those  scientists 
who  believe  that  gay  men  have  small  hypothalamus 
glands. 

Giving  them  to  live  bait  shops  may  seem  appeal¬ 
ing,  but  this  solution  is,  after  all,  rather  cruel,  and 
could  introduce  harmful  toxins  into  our  lakes  and 
streams.  Ironically,  the  most  practical  solution 
could  also  be  the  most  lucrative.  In  this  time  of 
social  unrest  and  economic  hardship,  why  not  do 
what  countless  Americans  have  done,  and  set  up  a 
little  roadside  stand?  Complete  it  with  a  little  road¬ 
side  sign:  “Ku  Klux  Klanners.  Pets  or  Meat.”  You 
might  find  your  way  into  somebody’s  documentary! 

Whimsical  Klanner  Anecdotes 

Four-inch  Klan  member  owners  have  been  busy 
on  the  Internet,  regaling  one  another  with  the 
astonishing  capabilities  of  their  little  charges! 
Adding  to  a  growing  body  of  four-inch  Klanner  lore 
are  these  stories: 

“Bilgey,”  52  year  old  Klanner,  was  left  behind 
when  its  family  moved  475  miles  away.  It  showed 
up  a  year  later  and  tried  to  murder  everyone  with  a 
cheese  grater! 

One  Klan  member  escaped  from  its  cage  and 
made  its  way  to  Hollywood,  where  it  landed  a  role 
as  a  punk  Tidy  Bowl  Man! 

“Old  Puffy,”  a  former  Grand  Dragon,  was  stolen 
from  its  cage  by  faeries,  crowned  Queen  of  the  May, 
and  made  to  take  part  in  a  Wee  Folke  Festival, 
where  it  acquired  a  nasty  case  of  the  clap.  The 
faeries  later  sentenced  Old  Puffy  to  life  in  prison  for 
trying  to  lynch  a  troll. 

“Skeeter,”  a  newly  acquired  four-inch  Klanner, 
won  kudos  from  its  family,  when  its  tiny  chokes  and 
gasps  alerted  the  household  to  a  fire  raging  in  the 
basement.  It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  before 
shrinkage,  Skeeter  was  a  convicted  arsonist. 

*  *  * 

These  are  only  some  of  the  vistas  opening  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  through  the  use  of  alternative 
science!  We  at  Ye  Olde  Biotechnology  Lab  ‘n’  Pet 
Shoppe  thank  you  for  your  support,  and  look  for¬ 
ward  to  serving  you  in  the  future.  Come  back  next 
month.  We  expect  to  have  an  entire  line  of  four- 
inch-high  attorneys  ready  for  testing. 

Susie  Day  is  a  writer  living  in  New  York  City.  ©  1995 


[T]he  appeals  court 
twisted  Ry’s  family 
structure  from  some¬ 
thing  it  refused  to 
acknowledge  —  two 
mothers  and  two  chil¬ 
dren  —  to  something 
it  presupposed  —  a 
mother,  a  father,  and 
a  child. 


sion.  Some  claimed  it  resulted  from  bias  based  on 
his  sexual  orientation  or  his  HIV  status.  Others 
claimed  it  represented  victory  for  a  relationship 
mimicking  heterosexual  marriage  rather  than  for  an 
alternative  family  structure  of  three  parents.  Still 
others  ignored  the  judge’s  factual  findings  and  sim¬ 
ply  accepted  those  put  forth  by  Steel,  seeing  Young 
and  Russo  as  having  wantonly  cut  Steel  out  of  Ry’s 
life  in  spite  of  Steel’s  own  testimony  that  the  moth¬ 
ers  never  prevented  him  from  continuing  his  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Ry  and  Cade  as  he  had  before  and 
only  terminated  his  contact  after  he  filed  a  lawsuit 
against  them. 

Alternative  Families  v.  Biology 

When  the  New  York  appeals  court,  in  a  3-2  deci¬ 
sion,  reversed  the  trial  judge  last  November,  Steel’s 
supporters  were  elated.  Absent  from  their  elation 
was  any  comprehension  that  Steel’s  victory  was 
grounded  not  in  respect  for  alternative  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  family  structure  but  in  the  most  rigid  and 
patriarchal  notion  of  family.  In  alternative  family 
structures,  biology  is  not  determinative  of  the 
nature  of  the  relationships.  In  a  rigidly  defined 
patriarchal  family,  a  man’s  biological  connection 
confers  rights.  Those  are  the  rights  Steel  garnered. 

Many  of  us  have  constructed  for  our  children  a 
wide  circle  of  adults  who  help  care  for  them.  My 
twelve  year  old  daughter  has  had  a  relationship 
since  birth  with  my  friend  Joanne,  who  has  spent 
up  to  two  weeks  at  a  time  alone  with  her  during 
which  she  has  done  the  daily  work  of  parenting; 
who  has  taken  her  to  her  parents’  home;  who  sends 
her  presents  for  her  birthday,  Hanukkah  (eight  of 
them),  and  for  the  A’s  on  her  report  card.  Joanne, 
who  lives  in  California,  has  spent  far  more  time 
with  my  daughter  and  had  far  more  responsibility 
for  her  than  Steel  ever  had  for  Ry.  After  all,  even  the 
appeals  court  noted  about  Steel’s  relationship  with 
Ry  that  he  had  no  relationship  with  her  until  she 
was  three,  that  he  saw  her  on  between  60  and  148 
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days  of  her  entire  life  (characterized  as  “consider¬ 
able  contact”),  and  that  “photographs. ..depict  a 
warm  and  amicable  relationship  between  petitioner 
and  Ry,  and  there  are  numerous  cards  and  letters 
from  Ry  to  petitioner  in  which  she  express  (sic)  her 
love  for  him.” 

If  I  decided  not  to  send  my  daughter  to  Joanne 
this  year  for  her  summer  visit,  I  doubt  anyone,  her 
friends  or  mine,  would  believe  she  should  be  able  to 
go  to  court  for  an  order  of  visitation.  They  might 
think  I  was  making  the  wrong  decision;  they  might 
think  I  was  undervaluing  the  importance  of  my 
daughter’s  relationship  with  Joanne;  they  might  try 
to  get  me  to  change  my  mind.  But  the  notion  that 
Joanne  would  have  a  legally  enforceable  right  to  a 
week  at  the  beach  in  Santa  Cruz  with  my  daughter, 
and  that  she  would  have  this  right  even  if  my 
daughter  didn’t  want  to  go,  is  absurd. 

Steel’s  supporters  have  always  argued  that  he 
sought  only  visitation,  not  custody,  as  a  way  of  sug¬ 
gesting  that  what  he  wanted  wasn’t  very  much,  as  a 
way  of  presenting  the  mothers  as  unreasonable. 
This  argument  is  disingenuous.  He  sought  visitation 
as  a  right  of  parenthood  deriving  from  his  biologi¬ 
cal  connection  to  Ry,  an  argument,  for  example, 
that  Joanne  could  never  make  concerning  my 
daughter.  He  did  not  seek  an  order  requiring  visita¬ 
tion  with  Cade,  even  though  he  had  consistently 
treated  the  girls  as  sisters  in  keeping  with  his  agree¬ 
ment  with  Russo  and  Young.  To  seek  visitation  with 
Cade  would  have  required  Steel  to  expose  himself  to 
the  vulnerability  of  arguing  about  rights  in  new, 
alternatively  constructed  families.  By  litigating  con¬ 
cerning  Ry  alone  he  was  able  to  stick  to  the  tried 
and  true  successful  arguments  that  have  nothing  to 
do  with  new  lesbian  and  gay  families  and  everything 
to  do  with  the  patriarchal  rights  of  fatherhood. 

FatherRigtrt 

Steel  may  say  that  his  victory  was  a  triumph  for 
expansive  definitions  of  parenthood,  and  his  sup¬ 


porters  may  believe  that.  But  neither  the  legal  argu¬ 
ments  Steel  presented  to  the  court  nor  the  court 
decision  itself  can  be  read  that  way.  Steel  repeated¬ 
ly  treated  Russo  as  a  non-parent.  He  argued  that 
she  was  not  legally  obligated  to  support  Ry  and  that 
his  own  wealth  should  be  a  ground  upon  which  to 
grant  his  paternity  petition;  he  excluded  Russo  from 
the  courtroom  during  the  entire  trial,  a  power  he 
had  only  because  she  was  technically  not  Ry’s  legal 
mother.  Unlike  the  trial  judge’s  opinion,  which  fully 
recognized  Russo  as  a  second  mother,  the  appeals 
court  decision  barely  mentions  her;  it  repeatedly 
characterizes  decisions  made  by  Young  and  Russo 
concerning  their  family  as  Young’s  alone;  it  most 
frequently  refers  to  Russo  as  Young’s  partner  rather 
than  Ry’s  mother. 

Steel  asked  for  and  obtained  from  the  appeals 
court  an  analogy  between  his  situation  and  that  of 
a  divorced  father.  He  wanted  the  court  to  see  the 
configuration  of  people  as  identical  to  that  which 
would  be  found  had  he  been  married  to  Young 
when  Ry  was  born  and  had  they  then  split  up  and 
Young  subsequently  become  involved  with  Russo. 
This  attempted  rewriting  of  the  history  of  this  fam¬ 
ily,  which  the  appeals  court  completely  accepted, 
obliterated  the  reality  of  life  in  planned  lesbian  fam¬ 
ilies  and  specifically  obliterated  the  reality  of  Ry’s 
life. 

Steel  invoked  the  rights  of  divorced  fathers  as  a 
means  of  arguing  that  he  lost  in  the  trial  court 
because  of  his  sexual  orientation.  He  didn’t.  He  lost 
in  the  trial  court  because  the  judge  accepted  the 
possibility  that  a  child  could  be  raised  to  know  the 
biological  facts  of  her  origin,  and  have  a  warm  rela¬ 
tionship  with  her  biological  progenitor,  but  still 
consider  him  something  other  than  a  parent.  Steel’s 
sexual  orientation  was  irrelevant.  If  men  who  father 
children  are  sometimes  able  to  gain  full  parental 
rights  when  they  have  had  as  little  to  do  with  their 
children  as  Steel  had  to  do  with  Ry,  that  should  be 
an  invitation  to  challenge  how  little  society  expects 


fathers  to  do  before  it  accords  them  the  rights  of 
parenthood. 

The  appeals  court  opinion  contains  the  gratu¬ 
itous  statement  that  “the  notion  that  a  lesbian 
mother  should  enjoy  a  parental  relationship  with 
her  daughter  but  a  gay  father  should  not  is  so 
innately  discriminatory  as  to  be  unworthy  of  com¬ 
ment.”  As  no  one  had  argued,  and  the  trial  court 
had  not  held,  that  Steel’s  petition  should  be  denied 
because  he  was  gay,  this  statement  responded  to 
nothing  that  was  at  issue  in  the  case.  Rather,  it 
betrays  how  far  the  appeals  court  was  willing  to  go 
to  contort  this  family  into  a  traditional  patriarchal 
model.  The  statement  both  ignores  Russo  as  Ry’s 
second  mother  and  equates  the  parental  status  of 
Young  and  Steel  as  though  they  stood  on  equal  foot¬ 
ing  with  each  other.  Thus  the  appeals  court  twisted 
Ry’s  family  structure  from  something  it  refused  to 
acknowledge  —  two  mothers  and  two  children  — 
to  something  it  presupposed  —  a  mother,  a  father, 
and  a  child. 

The  Child’s  Image  Of  Her  Family 

The  premise  of  Ry’s  life  was  the  lack  of  correla¬ 
tion  between  biology  and  family.  With  no  biological 
connection  to  either  Russo  or  Cade,  she  unques¬ 
tionably  considered  them  her  mother  and  her  sister. 
She  knew  her  biological  connection  to  Steel,  and  she 
had  a  warm  and  loving  relationship  with  him,  on  a 
limited  and  circumscribed  basis,  over  a  number  of 
years.  That  Ry  did  not  equate  knowledge  of  her  bio¬ 
logical  connection  to  Steel  with  parenthood  mea¬ 
sures  the  extent  to  which  Russo  and  Young  were 
successful  in  creating  a  new  family  model  not  based 
on  biology.  The  appeals  court  could  not  fathom  this 
distinction,  and  Steel’s  supporters  within  our  com¬ 
munity  seem  unable  to  do  so  either. 

Steel  succeeded  in  the  appeals  court  on  one  other 
basis.  A  series  of  New  York  cases,  through  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  legal  doctrine  called  estoppel,  had  pre¬ 
vented  a  biological  father  from  obtaining  a  paterni- 
Policoff  is  continued  on  page  16 
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ty  order  when  the  child’s  mother  was  married  to  another  man  whom  the  child  consid¬ 
ered  her  father.  The  trump  over  the  rights  conferred  by  biology  was  the  child’s  existing 
image  of  her  family,  often  expressed  as  the  legitimacy  of  the  child  as  a  product  of  a 
marriage.  As  the  attorney  for  several  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  that  supported  the 
position  of  the  mothers  and  of  Ry  in  this  case,  I  argued  that  Ry  should  be  considered 
the  legitimate  child  of  Russo  and  Young.  If  the  court  interprets  the  legal  doctrine  as 
protecting  a  child  from  a  perceived  outsider  when  the  family  is  married  and  heterosex¬ 
ual,  but  allows  intrusion  based  on  biology  into  planned  lesbian  families,  then  the  very 
basis  of  our  families  is  invalidated. 

Steel,  on  the  other  hand,  explicitly  argued  that  the  purpose  of  estoppel  is  preserva¬ 
tion  of  a  child’s  legitimacy,  defined  narrowly  as  a  child’s  status  as  the  offspring  of  a  mar¬ 
ried  mother  and  father.  He  argued  that  estoppel  is  limited  to  those  situations  where  a 
determination  of  paternity  based  upon  biology  would  render  a  child  “illegitimate.”  He 
argued,  and  the  majority  of  the  appeals  court  accepted,  that  the  doctrine  was  inapplic¬ 
able  to  Ry  because  nothing  could  render  her  “legitimate.”  He  repeatedly  invoked  the 
notion  that  he  should  win  because  Ry  had  no  other  father,  an  argument  that  plays  into 
the  most  reprehensible  social  and  political  analyses  that  blame  woman-headed  house¬ 
holds  for  society’s  worst  ills. 

The  appellate  court  dismissed  the  extensive  argument  in  my  brief  that  numerous 
cases  applied  estoppel  to  preserve  the  child’s  image  of  her  family,  not  the  child’s  “legit¬ 
imacy.”  Because  Ry’s  image  of  her  family  was  two  mothers  and  two  daughters,  that 
family  should  have  been  preserved  through  estoppel  doctrine.  Only  such  a  reading 
could  provide  children  in  lesbian  families  the  protection  that  estoppel  affords  children 
in  heterosexual  families. 
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A  Bizarre  and  Anticlimactic  Ending 

Steel  has  invoked  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy  because  of  his  HIV  status.  This  is 
understandable.  Although  Steel’s  supporters  have  tried  to  use  his  HIV  status  to  gamer 
support,  the  mothers  never  argued,  and  the  trial  court  never  held,  that  he  should  be 
denied  an  order  of  paternity  because  he  was  HIV  positive.  Although  it  is  hard  to  main¬ 
tain  that  Ry  will  be  able  to  develop  whatever  relationship  she  wants  with  him  when  she 
is  an  adult  when  he  may  not  live  that  long,  Steel’s  predicament  is  of  his  own  making. 
He  had  a  relationship  with  Ry  that  would  have  continued  had  he  not  filed  his  lawsuit. 
She  was  nine  when  he  wanted  her  to  fly  across  the  country  without  her  mothers  to  visit 
him.  She  is  now  13.  Had  he  not  invoked  patriarchal  legal  rules  to  establish  his  “right” 
to  visitation  with  Ry  regardless  of  her  wishes  or  the  wishes  of  her  mothers,  he  might 
now  be  enjoying  the  very  relationship  he  once  wanted. 

After  the  appeals  court  ruled  in  Steel’s  favor,  the  mothers  appealed  to  New  York’s 
highest  court.  That  court  both  agreed  to  review  the  appeals  court  decision  and  granted 
a  stay  of  the  appeals  court  order,  thus  preventing  Steel  from  obtaining  any  visitation 
until  the  legal  issues  in  the  case  were  finally  settled.  Although  an  oral  argument  date 
was  set  in  September  and  final  resolution  of  the  case  was  therefore  probably  less  than 
a  year  away,  last  month  Steel  withdrew  his  paternity  petition,  thereby  dropping  all  of 
his  claims. 

It  is  a  bizarre  and  anticlimactic  ending.  For  the  Russo- Young  family  it  is  surely  a 
relief.  But  for  other  lesbian  families,  especially  in  New  York,  it  leaves  intact  the  appeals 
court  decision  vesting  known  donors  with  full  rights  of  parenthood. 

The  decision  leaves  lesbian  families  few  choices.  Although  Steel,  Young,  and  Russo 
had  no  written  agreement,  both  the  majority  and  dissent  in  the  appeals  court  agreed 
that  any  such  agreement  would  have  been  unenforceable.  One  state  appeals  court,  in 
Oregon,  has  upheld  an  agreement  between  a  semen  donor  and  a  lesbian  couple  waiv¬ 
ing  the  donor’s  rights  and  responsibilities  of  parenthood,  but  in  most  states,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  in  New  York,  such  agreements  do  nothing  other  than  prove  the  intent  of  the  par¬ 
ties  at  the  time  of  conception.  In  a  handful  of  states,  donor  insemination  statutes  pro¬ 
vide  some  way  (usually  by  using  a  physician)  of  ensuring  that  a  semen  donor  will  have 
no  parental  rights.  In  the  absence  of  such  a  statute,  however,  selecting  a  known  donor 
is  a  high  risk  proposition,  one  that  leaves  the  children  in  lesbian  families  vulnerable  to 
a  court-imposed  definition  of  parenthood.  That  definition  will  almost  always  say  that 
biology  trumps  all  and  that  a  child  must  always  have  a  father  and  may  never  have  more 
than  one  mother. 

Nancy  Polikoff  teaches  at  American  University  Law  School.  She  has  focussed  her  work  on  cus¬ 
tody  issues  for  over  20  years. 
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MONDAY  6/5 

3RD  ANNUAL  PRIDE  ARTS  FESTIVAL  OPENING 

“Queer  Sensibility"  June  5-11 

Lansdowne  Playhouse  6-9  pm,  Sponsor:  STUFF  magazine 

TUESDAY  6/6 

DRAG  KINGS,  SLUTS  &  GODDESSES 

Lansdowne  Playhouse,  co-sponsor:  MOCAA 
info:  (617)262-0900x295 

PRIDELIGHTS  *95 

Illumination  of  BCA  &  trees  w/ entertainment  7:30-9pm 
Dartmouth  &  Tremont  Sts. 


PRIDE  COCKTAIL  HOUR 

Lenox  Hotel  6pm,  sponsor:  GBBC 

TOWN  MEETING  with  Melinda  Paras 

Fanieul  Hall  8pm,  sponsor:  “The  Alliance” 

FILMS  OF  MARLON  RIGGS 

screening  @  ICA,  sponsor:  MOCAA, 
info:  (617)262-0900x295 

PERFORMANCE:  “Gays  of  Our  lives” 

by  Claudia  Allen,  June  7- 11  8pm,  Lansdowne  Playhouse 


musft  u/t 
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QUEERS  V.SUPREMES 

Featuring  Suzanne  Goldberg,  Lambda  Legal,  Co-counsel  in 
both  the  Colorado  and  Cincinnati  cases;  Susan  Hibbard, 
NGLTF  campaign  consultant  for  Fight  the  Right,  now  work¬ 
ing  on  the  anti-gay  referendum  in  Maine;  and  a  reoresen- 
tative  from  the  Maine  campaign. 

Northeastern  Law  School,  7:30,  400  Huntington  St.  Boston, 
enter  from  the  back 

sponsored  by  GCN  and  Northeastern  U.  Law  Students 
Les/Bi/Gay  Caucus 

CELEBRATION  ‘95  @  the  Hatch  Shell 

Featuring  Judy  Tenuta  &  “The  Adventures  of  Priscilla, 
Queen  of  the  Desert",  7  pm,  co-sponsor:  WFNX/linlO 

E.  LYNN  HARRIS  RECEPTION 

sponsor:  MOCAA,  info:  (617)262-0900  x295 


FRIDAY  6/9 

8TH  ANNUAL  BOAT  CRUISE 

DJ:  Lennie  Calabrese 

Departs  290  Northern  Ave  8pm/tix  $20 

info:  (617)628-1868 

RESTAURANT  FEST  to  Benefit  the  Boston  Living  Center 

info:  (617)236-1012 

POPS  @  THE  PLAZA  ‘95,  “The  Broadway  Concert” 

Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 

Park  Plaza  Hotel  8pm,  info:  (617J524-SING 

LAMBDA  RANCH 

two-stepping  @  1st  Unitarian  Church  in  JP  7-1  lpm 
sponsor:  Gays  for  Patsy,  info:(61 7)524-4644 

WAINWRIGHT  BANK  BRANCH  PARTY  to  benefit  Boston  Pride 

corner  of  Dartmouth  &  Stuart,  5:30-7:30 

SATURDAY  6/10 

INTERFAfTH  COALITION  PRIDE  SERVICES 

Arlington  St.  &  Old  South  Churches,  10:30  am 

25TH  ANNIVERSARY  PRIDE  MARCH 

PRIDE  SPEAKERS:  Copley  Sq./  12  noon 
MARCH:  Departs  Copley  Sq.  @  12  noon 
PRIDE  CELEBRATION:  Lederman  field  (by  MGH)  @  2  pm 

8TH  ANNUAL  GRGRF  BLOCK  PARTY 

Chandler  St.,  3-7pm 

MOCAA  DINNER/DANCE:info:  (617)262-0900x295 

THE  AAC  PRIDE  DANCE ‘95 

Park  Plaza  Castle  (Columbus  Ave  &  Arlington  St)  9pm-2am 

LESBIANPRIDE 

City  Hail  9pm-2am,  sponsor:  Fenway  Community  Health 

BEST  LITTLE  HOEDOWN  IN  BOSTON 

two-stepping  @  Villa  Victoria  (W.  Newton  &  Tremont  Sts.) 
8pm-midnight 

co  sponsors:  Gays  for  Patsy  &  Arlington  St.  Church 

SUNDAY  6/11 

FRONTRUNNERS  8TH  ANNUAL  PRIDE  RUN 

2  &  5  mile  events,  meet  on  Esplanade  @  10am 
Pre-Registration  required  (617)924-6264 

2ND  ANNUAL  PRIDE  BRUNCH  to  benefit  Boston  Pride 

Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave. 

A  DATE  TO  REMEMBER:  a  Lesbian  Single  Mingle 

Games,  Entertainment,  Food,  Dancing  &  Fun 

NYC  Jukebox,  Tremont  St.,  1-4  pm,  info:(508)655-7697 

TWO  STEPPING  CONTINUES., 

Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  MA  Ave,  3:30-7pm 
Sponsor:  Gays  for  Patsy 

FAMILY  PRIDE  PICNIC 

Roxbury  Heritage  State  Park,  Sponsor:  MOCAA 
info:  (617)262-0900  x295 

PRIDEFEST  ‘95 

Blagden  &  Exeter  Sts.  2-7pm 
Co-sponsor:  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


Photo  Cradit  {top,  bottom  I  Susan  FMschman,  Imiddlel  Debbw  Rich 


ffllilfl 


ETlMMTIWSi 


ACT  UP  8oston 
AIDS  Action  Committee 
AIDS  Action  Hotline 


49-ACT-UP 

437-6200 

536-7733 

1-800-235-2331 

859-3036 

426-1530 


AIDS  Care  Project  Acupuncture  Clinic 
AIDS  Law  Project  of  GLAD 
American  Jewish  Congress  AIDS  Taskforce 
Sheila  457-8888 

Arlington  Street  Church  AIDS  Taskforce 
Dan  Krueger  536-7050x21 

Blood  Brothers  (Weekly  Dinner  for  HIV+  People) 

Steve  666-1848 

Boston  AIDS  Consortium  432-0885 

Boston  Living  Center  236-1012 

Cambridge  Cares  About  AIDS  661-3040 

Committee  for  a  Response  to  AIDS 
(dinner  and  support  group)  666-1848 

Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  England 

566-4004 

Community  Servings  (meal  delivery)  287-1605 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  628-7665 

Encounters  (social  group)  450-1499 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  267-0900 

For  the  Love  of  Life  (Make  a  Wish  Foundation) 

542-5433 

Hospice  at  Mission  Hill  566-7800 

Interfaith  AIDS  Ministry,  Pastoral  Care  Service 

969-8511 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual/Spanish)  1-800-637-3776 

Mass  General  HIV  Testing  726-2748 

Mass  AIDS  Hotline  1-800-235-2331 

Mass  Dept,  of  Public  Health  HIV  Testing  and  Counseling 

Hotline  1-800-750-2016 

AIDS  Office  727-0368 

Men  of  Color  Against  AIDS  (MOCAA)  267-0900  x  252 

Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition  442-1662 

Names  Project  262-6263 

NGLTF  AIDS  Hotline  1-800-221-7044 

Northern  lights  Alternatives  536-6365 

North  Shore  AIDS  Health  Project  508-283-0101 

Positive  Directions 

(support  &  info,  groups,  housing)  262-3456 

Positive  Youth 

Maurice  355-6396 

Robert  B.  Andrews  Unit  (MGH) 

psychiatric  needs  of  people  with  HIV,  ARC  and  AIDS 

726-6772 


South  Shore  AIDS  Project  508-559-1174 

Strongest  Link  AIDS  Services  (Topsfield)  508-887-0090 
Trinity  Church,  Boston,  Support  Committee  536-0944 
Youth  Only  AIDS  Une  (M-F,  3-9  pm)  1-800-788-1234 


Asian  Shelter  and  Advocacy  Project 

338-2355 

Casa  Myrna  Vasquez,  Inc.  Hotline  (Se  Habla  Espanol) 

1-800-992-2600 

DOVE,  Inc. 

Hotline 

Youth  Hotline 

471-1234 

773-HURT 

Finex  House,  Inc.  (Jamaica  Plain) 

436-0831 

Harbor  Me  Crisis  Line 

Office: 

889-2111 

884-8974 

HAWC  (Salem) 

508-774-6841 

Network  for  Battered  Lesbians  and  Bisexual  Women 

424-8611 

Network  Hotline:  236-SAFE 

Renewal  House 

566-6881 

Respond,  Inc. 

623-5900 

Support  Committee  for  Battered  Women 

899-8676 

Transition  House  (Cambridge) 

661-7203 

For  the  shelter  nearest  you,  call  the  Mass.  Coalition  of 

Battered  Women  Service  Groups  at  426-8492. 

Boston  Center  for  Independent  Living 

338-6665 

Boston  Self-Help  Center 

277-0080 

Info  Center  for  Individuals  with  Disabilities 

727-5540 

1-800-642-5105 

Project  on  Women  and  Disability 

727-7440 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Boston  Evening  Medical  Center  262-9379 

Boston  Women's  Health  Book  Collective  625-0271 
Elizabeth  Stone  House 

(Residential  Mental  Health  Program,  Women  in  Transition) 

522-3417 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  267-0900 
Gay  AL-ANON  843-5300 

Geiger-Gibson  Community  Health  Center  (Dorchester) 

288-1140 


Helping  our  Women  (Resource  Center)  508-487-HELP 

Mass.  Breast  Cancer  Coalition  423-6222 

Pacific  Reproductive  Services  415-487-2288 

Samaritans  (hotline  for  the  suicidal  and  despairing) 

247-0220 

Sweet  Sara  Foundation 

(free  mammograms  for  un/underinsured  women) 

1-800-245-SARA 

Women’s  Community  Cancer  Project  354-9888 

Women  of  Color  Coalition  for  Health  521-0111 


Architects  and  Designers  (BGLAD)  951-1433  x221 

Bisexual  Resource  Center  338-9595 

Biversity  Boston  (mixed  gender)  338-9595 

Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  338-9595 

Boston's  Men’s  Center  Groups  247-4056 

Boston  Professional  Alliance  (BPA)  499-8669 

Club  Antorcha  (latino  gay  men) 

Orlando  354-1941 


Children  of  Lesbians  &  Gays  Everywhere  (C0LAGE) 

support  group  for  12-21  year-olds,  Anna  628-3251 
Corazon  y  Corazon  (G/L  Latinos)  Brockton  508-584-2241 


Daughters  of  Bilitis  (DOB)  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  739-6807 

Enterprise  (Female  to  Male  Transsexual  Support  Group) 

Harris  983-3264 

Forty-Plus  Lesbians  599-4472 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Helpline  (4-1 1pm)  267-9001 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  (monthly  meeting) 

Jennifer  267-0900 

Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  742-7897 


Gay  Male  Sexual  Assault  Peer  Support  Group 

437-9663 


Getting  Real  (transsexual,  hermaphrodite, 
intersexsupport  group)  332-6485 

Girlfriends  (support  group  for  women  of  color) 

Denise  267-0900  x205 

Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  421-9758 

Greater  Boston  Business  Council  (GBBC)  236-4222 


latinas  Lesbianas  Unidas 

Maria  Cristina  350-6900  xl06 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Prisoner's  Project  426-4469 

Lesbians  Considering  Alternative  Insemination 

267-0900 


Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 

Carol  483-3685 


Loved  Ones  of  Transsexuals  of  New  England  (LOTNE) 

894-8340 

Mass.  Area  South  Asian  Lambda  Assoc.  (MASALA) 

262-5744 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together  266-4378 

Metrowest  GALA  508-460-5031 

Middlesex  Group 

(network  for  intersexes,  hermaphrodites  &  their  families) 

332-6485 

N.E.  Association  of  L/G/Bi  Psychologists  740-1563 
OutWrite 

national  annual  L/B/G/T  writers  conference  426-4469 


Prime  Timers  (older  gay  men) 

Queer  Asian  Pacific  Alliance  (QAPA) 
Social  Workers,  G/L 

Suburban  Triangles  (Social  Group) 

Bob 

Danielle 

30-Something  Lesbians  (Social  Group) 

Veterans,  N.E.  G/l/B 
Rick  Buchanan 

West  of  Boston  Lesbians  (WOBBLES) 

Janis 

Women  Currently  Inseminating 

Jenifer 

Writers'  Group,  G/l/B 

Maria  x  2748 


338-5305 

499-9531 

227-9635 

625-2609 

479-7279 
(508) 460-5031 

232-5543 

508-249-5921 

723-8127 

508-386-7737 

267-0900 

508-678-2811 


Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY) 

Support  Group  for  age  22  and  under  437-7696 

1-800-42-BAGLY 

Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Adolescent  Social  Services 
(GLASS)  Community  Center  266-3349 

Different  Directions.  Counseling  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth 

267-3700 

Drop-In  group,  Beaverbrook  Multi-Service  Center 
Camille  or  Todd  926-3600 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  Hotline 

TTY/Voice  1-800- 347-TEEN 

Peer  Listening  Line  (youth  only)  TTY/Voice  267-2535 

1-800-399-PEER 
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ACT  UP  Boston  49-ACT-UP 

Aid  to  Incarcerated  Mothers  (AIM) 

Jean  Fox  536-0058 


Asian  Sisters  In  Action  (ASIA) 

Linda 

524-0415 

Boston  Human  Rights  Commission 

725-3562 

Boston  Mayor's  Office.  L/6  Liason 

John  Affuse 

635-3485 

Boston  Women's  Action  Coalition 

446 -0334 

Boston  Women's  Fund 

375-0035 

Cambridge  Human  Rights  Commission 

498-9049 

Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance 

Sue  Hyde 

868-1693 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass. 

482-3170 

Coalition  for  l/G  Civil  Rights 

David 

828-3039 

CPPAX  (lobbyists) 

426-3040 

Dorchester  Women's  Committee 

282-0980 

East  Coast  Bisexual  Network 

338-9595 

Forum  on  the  Right  to  Marriage 

Jeff 

569-9733 

G/L  Labor  Activists  Network  (GALLAN) 

422-1561 

G/L/B  Speakers  Bureau 

354-0133 

G/L  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 

Voice: 

TTY: 

1-800-455-GLAD 
(617) 426-6156 

G/L/Straight  Teacher's  Network  (GLSTN) 

212-387-2098 

Gras;  Roots  Gay  Rights  Fund  (GRGRF) 

536-6395 

Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 

357-5757 

Greater  Boston  L/G  Political  Alliance 

338-4297 

Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (Washington.,  DC) 

202-628-4160 

Latino  Men's  Project 

1-800-350-6910 

L/B  Rights  Task  Force  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW)  782-1056 

L/G  Political  Alliance  of  MA 

338-GAYS 

Lesbian  Avengers 

983-FIRE 

Log  Cabin  Club  of  MA  (Republicans) 

576-9746 

Mass.  Commission  Against  Discrimination  727-3990 

Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  (MGPLC) 

262-1565 

National  G/L  Task  Force  (NGLTF) 

New  England  Office 

492-6393 

PFLAG  (Parents,  Family  and  Friends  of  L/G) 

547-2440 

Pro-Life  Alliance  of  G/L 

508-369-0700 

Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2) 

738-9479 

Resist 

(foundation  supporting  social  change) 

623-5110 

Somerville  Mayoral  Liason  to  L/G/B 

625-6600x2400 

Wake  Up 

Sam 

350-6049 

Women's  Action  Coalition  (WAC)  446-0364 

Women's  Center  (Cambridge)  354-8807 


Am  Tikva  (Jewish) 

S26-2536 

Axios  (Eastern  Orthodox  Christians) 

648-5737 

569-4364 

Dignity/Boston  (Catholic) 

423-9558 

Friends  for  L/G  Concerns  (Quaker) 

Polly 

354-3297 

Havurat  Shalom 

623-3376 

Integrity  (Espicopalian) 

Fr.  James 

479-5119 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  (MCC) 
Rev.  Tim  Koch 

288-8029 

Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  L/G  Group 

864-9275 

Old  South  Church  L/G  Fellowship 

Rita 

Jim 

445-7403 

524-5081 

Paulist  Center  G/L  (Catholic) 

Tom 

894-0345 

Reb  Leah  Campolo,  Rabbinic  Pastor 

436-5193 

BASKETBALL 

Lesbian  League 

Beth 

776-8656 

Gay  League  (BGBL) 

287-9993 

MUSIC 

Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 

738-SING 

Coro  Allegro  (mixed  gender  chorus) 

499-4868 

Freedom  Trail  Band 

Gary 

Kathy 

266-0628 

629-2915 

BOWLING 

Beantown  Tuesday  Night 

Steve 

267-3840 

Monday  Night  (small  ball) 

254-4987 

Tuesday  Night  in  Lowell 

395-3335 

Wednesday  Night  (Beantown  South) 

Alex 

236-4475 

DANCING 

Boston  Contra  Dancers 

Janet 

Chris 

522-2216 

522-1115 

Gays  for  Patsy  (country  western  dancing)  524-4644 

SWIMMING 


Dyke  Divers/Amphibious  Amazons 

282-4992 

Triangle  Scuba  Dive  Club 

P.0.  Box  191,  Ashland,  MA  01721 

Different  Strokes 

859-7036 

BOATING 

Yankee  Cruising  Club 

Bob 

288-5798 

BIRC  (Boston  Rowing  Club) 

Ray 

623-7198 

MOTORCYCLING 

Moving  Violations  Club  (Women) 

695-8093 

Riders  Motorcycle  Club 

327-3646 

RUGBY 

Women's  Rugby 

Sue 

731-7988 

Boston  Women's  Rugby  Club 

340-2192 

SOFTBALL 

BAWL  (Women's  League) 

282-0046 

Women’s  Softball 

Leslie 

734-7337 

SOCCER 

Babes  Women's  Soccer 

627-7555 

Boston  Strikers 

446-9313 

Dykes’  Soccer 

522-7002 

VARIOUS  ACTIVITIES 

Frontrunners  (running) 

354-3292 

BLAB  (Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston) 
Giula 

524-2106 

Boston  Boasts  (squash) 

Richard 

536-0310 

Tennis  Four  All 

Dean 

424-8282 

Women’s  Sunday  Volleyball 

Jacqui 

641-1416 

Women  Outdoors 

508-486-9498 

Men's  Wrestling  (NEWC) 

Spencer 

868-8379 

Women’s  Golf  (SWING) 

447-2299 

Men’s  Ice  Hockey  522-1408 

Chiltern  Trip  Line  859-2843 


Babson  College 

Berklee  College  of  Music  (BUGLE) 
Boston  College 

Boston  University  and  B.U.  Alumni 
B.U.  School  of  Law 
Brandeis  University 
Bunker  Hill  Community  College 
Emerson  College  (EAGLE) 

(Student  Union) 

Harvard  Business  School 
Harvard  Divinity  School 

Harvard  Medical  School  (Kinsey  2-6ers) 
Jeff 

Harvard  Law  School  (LAMBDA) 
Harvard-Radcliffe 
Lesley  College 
Middlesex  (GALA) 

Lynn  Gregory 

Mass.  College  of  Art  (GALA) 

New  England  School  of  Law 

Pat 

S8A 

M.l.T.  (GAMIT) 

Northeastern  University 
Simmons  College  (Women's  Center) 
S.M.U.  (SMUGLA) 


237-3346 

266-1400x411 

552-2979 

353-9808 

353-8974 

736-4761 

228-2260 

578-8680 
495-6 LOO 
431-1271 

983-5435 

495-4087 

493-2159 

349-8530 

280-3635 
232-1555  x468 

524-9152 

422-7279 

253-5440 

373-2738 

521-2443 

508-999-8163 


Suffolk  University 

John  327-0778 

Greg  569-0572 

Suffolk  University  Law  School  (UNITE)  247-1456 

Tufts  University  627-3580 

Univeristy  of  Massachusetts  Boston  287-7983 

Wheaton  College 

(Student  Activities)  508-285-7722  x8222 

Worcester  State 

(Student  Affairs)  508-793-8072 
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Accounting  Services 


Hair  Designs 


Mail-Order  Music  and  Video  Therapy 


Small  Business  Accounting  Services 

The  Berkeley  Barber  Shop 

Lorry  Sorgman,  EA,  MST 

Ed  Robichaud 

1318  Beacon  St. 

86  Berkeley  Street 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

Boston,  MA  02116 

734-0071 

338-9641 

TTY:  566-3033 

Legal  Services 

Bookstores 

Triantafillou  &  Guerin,  PC. 

Crone's  Harvest 

Katherine  Triantafillou  &  Denise  Guerin 

761  Center  Street 

101  Rogers  Street  Suite  405 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Cambridge,  MA  02142 

983-5310 

577-1505 

The  MIT  Press  Bookstore 

242  Main  Street 

Massage 

Kendall  Square 

Sandra  Daitch 

Cambridge,  MA  02142 

22  Hilliard  Street 

253-5249 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

876-0196 

New  Words  Bookstore 

186  Hampshire  Street 

Sita  Lang 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

96  Pleasant  Street 

876-5310 

Watertown,  MA  02172 

924-1317 

Computer  Services 

Aboveground  Records 

H.  Elizabeth  Luke,  LICSW 

Dept.  GCN 

Andover,  MA  01810 

P.O.  Box  2233 

(508)  459-5427 

Philadelphia,  PA  19103 
(215)  732-7494 

Gay  Men’s  Center  for  Behavior  Change 
Ira  Rudolph,  Ph.D. 

His  ‘n’  Hers 

Berkeley  Street/South  End 

P.O.  Box  123 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Gorham,  ME  04038 

338-7521 

1-800-929-5690 

Reena  Kling,  LICSW 

Printing 

Cambridge/Somerville 

776-7251 

Red  Sun  Press 

94  Green  Street 

Lesbian  Psychologists 

Boston,  MA  02130 

Lennie  Kleinberg,  Ed.D. 

524-6822 

Laurie  Livingston,  Ed.D. 

Sue  Vargo,  Psy.D. 

1131  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 

Realty 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

734-7559 

Robert  J.  Norton  Realty 

3221  Route  6A 

Women’s  Counseling  Associates 

Barnstable,  MA  02630 

Midge  Williams,  MA,  LMHC 

(508)  362-2120 

Caitlin  Williams,  MEd,  LMHC 

648-9313 

Gateway  2000 
Magnus  Wells 
1-800-846-2042,  ext.  5841 
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Immigration  and  asylum  have  always  been  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.  One  of  the  patrons  at  the  Stonewall  Inn  on  the  night  of 
the  raid  that  sparked  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement  was  an 
immigrant  man,  who  committed  suicide  rather  than  undergo 
the  deportation  that  would  ensue  from  his  arrest  for  patroniz¬ 
ing  a  gay  bar.  Immigration  and  asylum  are  also  issues  that  con¬ 
nect  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities  to  a  broad  spectrum  of 
social  justice  struggles.  Lesbian  and  gay  immigrants  are  a 
reminder  of  the  lived  urgency  of  making  those  connections,  in 
ways  that  expand  possibilities  for  everyone. 


Until  1990,  to  be  a  foreign-born  queer  was  by  definition  to  be  an  “illegal” 
immigrant.  And  like  other  people  who  get  defined  as  illegal,  most  queer  immi¬ 
grants  accepted  that  multiple,  overlapping  silences  were  the  price  for  remaining 
in  the  United  States.  The  case  of  Richard  Longstaff,  who  found  himself  facing  a 
deportation  hearing  eighteen  years  after  legally  entering  the  US,  because  he  hon¬ 
estly  answered  a  question  on  an  INS  form  in  a  way  that  suggested  he  was  gay, 
was  instructive.  INS  laws  and  procedures,  which  “illegalized”  queer  people, 
turned  us  by  necessity  into  liars  and  habitually  secretive  persons. 

The  Ban  on  Queer  Immigrants 

The  history  of  queer  immigrant  exclusion  is  rooted  within  a  larger  series  of 
restrictions  that  the  Federal  government  put  into  place  in  the  late  19th  century, 
after  they  took  over  control  of  immigration.  Racial  restriction,  first  against 
Chinese  and  later  against  all  Asians,  was  legislated  between  1875  and  1924. 
Southern  and  Eastern  European  arrival  was  also  limited,  because  of  cultural 
“backwardness.”  Gender  restrictions  were  put  in  place  particularly  against  Asian 

Luibheid  is  continued  on  page  18 
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women  who  were  stereotyped  as  prostitutes,  and 
whose  arrival  was  feared  because  Asian  immi¬ 
grants  might  then  begin  forming  families  in  the  US. 

The  1875  Page  Law,  for  instance,  virtually  ended 
the  arrival  of  Chinese  women  immigrants,  and  the 
1920  “Ladies  Agreement”  ended  the  arrival  of 
Japanese  and  Korean  picture  brides.  European 
women  who  could  not  show  that  either  a  man  or  a 
job  was  immediately  available  to  them  on  arrival 
were  also  affected  by  gender  restriction.  Class- 
based  restriction  was  implemented  through  bans 
on  contract  laborers  and  anyone  who  was  “liable 
to  become  a  public  charge.”  Restriction  based  on 
immorality,  moral  turpitude,  and  sexual  behavior 
was  also  codified.  These  restrictions  formed  an 
interlocking  web  that  had  complex  racial,  class, 
gendered,  and  sexual  consequences  for  different 
groups  of  aspiring  immigrants.  Once  one  exclusion 
was  in  place,  it  provided  a  mechanism  and  a  set  of 
justifications  that  could  be  used  to  keep  out  anoth¬ 
er  group. 

Naming  Gay  and  Lesbian  Exclusion 

While  perhaps  “inverts”  or  “homosexuals”  were  included  in  early  20th  cen¬ 
tury  categories  like  “constitutional  psychopathic  inferiors” — whose  definition 
included  those  with  “abnormal  sexual  instincts” —  lesbians  and  gays  were  explic¬ 
itly  the  target  of  a  1950  Congressional  subcommittee  on  immigration  that  rec¬ 
ommended  the  “classes  of  mental  defectives  [who  are  excludable]  should  be 
enlarged  to  include  homosexuals  and  other  sex  perverts.”  The  recommendation 
was  part  of  a  sweeping  packet  of  social  and  political  efforts  under  Joseph 
McCarthy  to  discredit,  disgrace,  and  disenfranchise  alleged  lesbians,  gay  men, 
and  communists.  The  Public  Health  Service  (PHS),  then  responsible  for  deter¬ 
mining  the  mental  and  physical  fitness  of  intending  immigrants,  commented  on 
the  Congressional  suggestion  for  an  explicit  queer  ban: 

Sexual  perverts-  ...  In  some  instances  considerable  difficulty  may  be 
encountered  in  substantiating  a  diagnosis  of  homosexuality  or  sexual 
perversion.  In  other  instances  where  the  action  and  behavior  of  the  per¬ 
son  is  more  obvious,  as  might  be  noted  in  the  manner  of  dress  (so-  called 
transvestism[sic]  or  fetishism),  the  condition  may  be  more  easily  sub¬ 
stantiated.  Ordinarily  a  history  of  homosexuality  must  be  obtained  from 
the  individual,  which  he  may  successfully  cover  up.  Some  psychological 
tests  may  be  helpful  in  uncovering  homosexuality  of  which  the  individ¬ 
ual,  himself,  may  be  unaware.  At  present  time  there  are  no  reliable  lab¬ 
oratory  tests  which  would  be  helpful  in  making  a  diagnosis.  The  detec¬ 
tion  of  persons  with  more  obvious  sexual  perversions  is  relatively  sim¬ 
ple.  Considerably  more  difficulty  may  be  encountered  in  uncovering  the 
homosexual  person.  Ordinarily  persons  suffering  from  disturbances  in 
sexuality  are  included  within  the  classification  of  “psychopathic  person¬ 
ality  with  pathologic  sexuality.”  This  classification  will  specify  such 
types  of  pathologic  behavior  as  homosexuality  or  sexual  perversion 
which  includes  sexual  sadism,  fetishism,  transvestitism,  pedophilia,  etc. 

In  those  instances  where  the  disturbance  in  sexuality  may  be  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  uncover,  a  more  obvious  disturbance  in  personality  may  be 
encountered  which  would  warrant  a  classification  of  psychopathic  per¬ 
sonality  or  mental  defect. 

Here  the  stereotype  of  the  “obvious”  homosexual  who  dresses  in  drag  is 
paired  with  that  of  the  duplicitous  homosexual  who  “successfully  cover(s)  up.” 
Institutional  structures  set  up  to  “detect”  and  deport  queer  immigrants  were  built 
around  these  two  concepts.  While  the  PHS  statement  suggests  lesbians  and  gay 
men  could  indeed  be  excluded  as  psychopathic  personalities,  it  acknowledges  the 
difficulty  of  “diagnosing”  homosexuality. 

Congress  ignored  the  problem  of  diagnosis  raised  by  the  PHS,  and  merely 
noted  that: 

The  Public  health  service  has  advised  that  the  provision  for  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  aliens  afflicted  with  psychopathic  personality  or  a  mental  defect 
which  appears  in  the  instant  bill  is  sufficiently  broad  to  provide  for  the 


exclusion  of  homosexuals  or  sex  perverts. 

This  change  of  nomenclature  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
strued  in  any  way  as  modifying  the  intent  to 
exclude  all  aliens  who  are  sexual  deviates. 

What’s  In  Your  Bag,  Dear? 

Issuing  a  Class  A  Medical  Exclusion  Certificate  to 
intending  immigrants  that  were  judged  to  be  gay 
or  lesbian  became  the  mechanism  for  exclusion. 
At  times,  the  INS  officials  relied  on  stereotypes. 
Some  of  the  criteria  used  to  identify  suspected 
male  homosexuals  included:  “earrings,  excessive 
make  up,  hand  bags,  and  a  preponderance  of  male 
names  in  personal  address  books.”  Luggage 
searches  that  revealed  items  that,  in  the  border 
guards’  opinion,  were  not  “normal”  for  one’s  gen¬ 
der,  could  also  result  in  being  sent  to  the  PHS  psy¬ 
chiatrist  for  certification  as  excludable.  The  New 
York  Times  in  1979,  for  instance,  described  how 
“immigration  authorities  in  San  Francisco 
detained  two  Mexican  nationals  who  were  sus¬ 
pected  of  being  homosexuals  because  they  carried 
cosmetics  in  their  luggage.”  People  entering  the  country  at  particular  times  and 
locations  (such  as  flying  into  San  Francisco  several  days  before  the 
Lesbian/Gay/Bi/Transgender  freedom  day  parade)  were  also  subject  to  particular 
scrutiny.  Border  guards  informed  those  suspected  of  being  queer  that  they  could 
either  go  back  with  no  fuss  to  where  they  came  from,  or  else  go  before  a  psychi¬ 
atrist  and  face  a  deportation  hearing. 

Other  gay  and  lesbian  immigrants  were  caught  during  police  sweeps  of  lesbian 
and  gay  bars,  cruising  areas,  and  queer  spaces  that  tend  to  be  heavily  policed.  Or 
they  were  caught  when  they  honestly  completed  INS  forms,  that  require  exten¬ 
sive  personal  information.  A  number  ended  up  in  court,  fighting  for  their  right  to 
remain  in  the  US.  Yet  the  court  records  show  that  even  in  the  few  instances  when 
a  judge  agreed  that  homosexuality  was  not  a  medical  or  mental  illness  that  war¬ 
ranted  exclusion,  queer  immigrants  were  nonetheless  found  deportable  on  other 
grounds —  such  as  failure  to  disclose  their  homosexuality  (“perjury”),  “moral 
turpitude,”  or  “unlawful  entry.” 

The  1965  Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  significantly  altered  eligibility  to 
enter  the  United  States.  Yet  this  act,  which  stressed  family  reunification  and 
awarded  three  quarters  of  immigration  slots  to  relatives,  defined  “family”  as 
firmly  heterosexual  and  nuclear.  Not  only  were  queer  families  unable  to  access 
immigration  slots  through  spousal  provisions  of  this  act,  but  the  explicit  ban  on 
queer  immigrants  was  re-affirmed.  The  provision  for  exclusion  of  “sexual  devi¬ 
ates”  that  was  added  to  the  1965  Immigration  Act  was  intended  to  resolve  any 
doubts  engendered  by  court  cases  like  Fleuti  v.  Rosenberg  (1963),  in  which  a  gay 
man  successfully  disputed  the  assertion  he  was  excludable  as  a  psychopathic  per¬ 
sonality. 

OK,  So  It’s  Not  An  Illness 

In  1974,  the  American  Psychiatric  Association  ruled  that  homosexuality  was 
not  necessarily  a  mental  illness.  However  it  was  not  until  1979  that  the  Surgeon 
General  declared  that  the  PHS  would  no  longer  issue  Class  A  Medical  Exclusion 
Certificates,  solely  on  the  basis  of  alleged  homosexuality.  But  the  Department  of 
Justice  thought  the  Surgeon  General  had  overstepped  his  authority  in  making  this 
change.  Rather  than  worrying  about  the  appropriateness  (or  not)  of  a  medical 
diagnosis  of  homosexuality,  the  Justice  Department  believed  the  PHS  should 
remain  guided  by  “Congress’s  specified  intent  to  bar  homosexuals.”  However, 
until  the  INS  could  decide  how  to  handle  queer  exclusion,  in  the  absence  of  a 
Medical  Exclusion  Certificate  system,  some  queer  immigrants  were  granted  con¬ 
ditional  “parole”  into  the  United  States. 

In  1980,  the  INS  announced  their  new  policy  on  queer  immigrants: 

If  an  alien  made  an  ‘unsolicited,  unambiguous  admission  of  homosexu¬ 
ality’  to  an  INS  inspector,  or  was  identified  as  a  homosexual  by  a  ‘third 
party  who  arrived  at  the  same  time,’  the  alleged  homosexual  would  be 
subjected  to  a  ‘secondary  inspection.’  At  that  inspection,  the  person 
would  be  asked  whether  he  or  she  were  homosexual.  If  the  person 
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answered,  ‘no,’  entry  would  be  permitted.  If  the  person  answered,  ‘yes,’ 
a  formal  exclusionary  hearing  would  follow. 

Not  unlike  the  current  Clinton  policy  of  “don’t  ask,  don’t  tell”  for  gays/les¬ 
bians/bisexuals  in  the  military,  this  approach  made  sure  that  any  intending  immi¬ 
grant  who  honestly  admitted  to  homosexuality  would  be  excluded. 

Lesbian  and  gay  legal  organizations  rallied  behind  immigrants  who  used  the 
courts  to  contest  US  policy.  Conflicting  court  rulings  were  handed  down  in  the 
1980s  about  a  host  of  questions  such  as:  Was  a  Medical  Exclusion  Certificate 
necessary  to  ban  queer  immigrants?  Was  self-admission  of  homosexuality  ade¬ 
quate  to  establish  one  had  a  proscribed  medical  condition?  Could  the  Board  of 
Immigration  Appeals  make  medical  determinations?  National  queer  groups  lob¬ 
bied  Congress  for  change  in  the  policy,  and  Representative  Barney  Frank  intro¬ 
duced  legislation  and  held  hearings  on  the  need  to  lift  the  queer  immigration  ban. 

In  1990,  the  blanket  exclusion  of  psychopathic  personalities,  sexual  deviants, 
and  mental  defectives  was  lifted,  effectively  ending  INS  ability  to  bar  entry  to 
intending  immigrants  simply  for  being  queer.  A  House  Report  explained  the 
change  by  saying  the  sexual  deviation  provision  was  not  only  “out  of  step  with 
current  notions  of  privacy  and  personal  dignity,  it  is  also  inconsistent  with  cur¬ 
rent  psychiatric  theories.”  Also  repealed  were  automatic  exclusions  of  people 
who  are  mentally  retarded,  insane,  narcotic  drug  addicts,  chronic  alcoholics,  and 
polygamists. 

Issues  for  the  Nineties 

Even  though  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  not  automatic  “illegals”  anymore, 
tough  issues  remain.  These  include,  difficulty  with  accessing  asylum  status  when 
one  has  been  persecuted  for  sexual  orientation,  and  inability  to  be  recognized  as 
same-sex  spouses  of  US  citizens  or  residents  for  immigration  purposes.  The  day- 
to-day  struggles  of  being  a  queer  immigrant  in  a  country  marked  by  homopho¬ 
bia,  racism,  and  anti-immigrant  feeling,  are  also  constant  and  corrosive. 


STUDY  SPANISH 

IN  A  GAY  FRIENDLY  ENVIRONMENT 
at  CETLALIC  in 
CUERNAVACA,  MEXICO 

In  addition  to  ongoing  Spanish  language  classes,  Cetlalic, 
an  alternative  language  center,  ANNOUNCES: 

Three  Intensive  Language /Political 
Study  Programs 

I.  Southern  Mexico /Central  America  Travel 

July  15- August  12,  1995 

The  purpose  of  this  ’'cultural  jourey "  is  to  speak  directly  with 
organized  groups  in  southern  Mexico  and  Central  America  about 
their  reality  and  work  for  change. 

II.  Mexico's  Economic  Crisis: 

History  and  Present 

November  11-December  1,  1995 

This  program  will  explore  "the  other  face"  of  NAFTA,  GATT/WTO 
and  other  economic  integration  models. 

III.  Women  and  Social  Change  in  Mexico 

Jan  8-27,  1996 

This  program  focuses  on  the  development  of  the  women's  movement 
in  Mexico  and  Latin  America  as  preparation  for  a  broader 
understanding  of  the  struggle  of  women  worldwide. 

In  US.  contact  Margaret  Cerullo  at  617  497-5999  or  Cetlalic, 
Tel/Fax:  (5273)18-07-20;  email:  cetlallc@planeta.apc.org 
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Accessing  Asylum  Status 

Eligibility  for  political  asylum  rests  on  two  requirements.  Applicants  have  to 
prove  they  have  a  well-founded  fear  of  persecution.  And  the  persecution  must  be 
because  of  race,  religion,  nationality,  membership  in  a  social  group,  or  political 
opinion.  These  requirements  make  no  explicit  acknowledgment  of  persecution 
based  on  gender  or  sexual  orientation.  The  result  is  that  a  lesbian  or  gay  person 
who  seeks  asylum  because  of  persecution  for  sexual  orientation  must  not  only 
prove  fear  of  persecution,  but  must  also  convince  a  judge  that  lesbians  and  gay 
men  constitute  a  “social  group.”  Lesbians  and  gay  men  have  had  great  difficulty 
convincing  courts  that  they  constitute  a  “social  group,”  rather  than  an  aggrega¬ 
tion  of  individual  “perverts.”  An  immigration  spokesperson  quoted  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  in  1992  put  it  bluntly:  “Can  someone  who  has  an  inclina¬ 
tion  to  do  something  that  a  majority  don’t  think  is  right  be  defined  as  part  of  a 
social  group?  I  think  that  would  be  debatable.”  Historically,  even  in  cases  where 
queer  applicants  have  undergone  such  extreme  forms  of  persecution  as  impris¬ 
onment,  torture,  rape,  forced  psychiatric  treatment,  hard  labor,  and  state-sanc¬ 
tioned  executions,  it  has  been  difficult  to  establish  they  meet  asylum  requirements 
in  a  way  that  satisfies  the  court. 

What  constitutes  “proof”  of  persecution  is  complex  and  subject  to  uneven 
standards.  Proof  of  queer-based  persecution  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  so  few  national  regimes  and  non-governmental  organizations  acknowledge 
or  document  gay/lesbian  oppression. 

As  a  result,  until  1994,  most  claims  for  asylum  based  on  persecution  were 
rejected.  There  were  two  exceptions.  One  involved  Cuban-born  Fidel  Armando 
Toboso-Alfonso,  whose  deportation  order  was  withheld  when  he  argued  he 
would  be  persecuted  for  his  homosexuality,  if  forced  to  return  to  Cuba.  Yet  this 
success  was  complicated  by  the  fact  that  until  recently,  the  US  has  had  a  gener¬ 
ous  policy  of  granting  refugee/asylum  status  to  Cuban  nationals  because  of  a 
wish  to  discredit  the  Castro  regime.  The  second  exception  occurred  in  July  1993, 
when  a  judge  awarded  asylum  to  Marcelo  Tenorio  of  Brazil,  on  the  grounds  he 
demonstrated  a  well-founded  fear  of  persecution  because  of  his  membership  in  a 
social  group.  This  case  is  still  being  appealed  by  the  INS. 

In  1994,  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  announced  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
could  be  considered  a  social  group  for  the  purposes  of  applying  for  asylum. 
Shannon  Minter,  a  staff  attorney  at  the  National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights,  says 
Reno’s  announcement  means  that  for  the  first  time  queer  asylum  applicants  “get 
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the  same  shot  as  everyone  else  to  go  in  front  of  an 
immigration  judge  and  present  their  cases.”  The 
Asylum  Project  of  the  International  Lesbian/Gay 
Human  Rights  Commission  reported  that: 

On  March  18,  1994,  for  the  first  time, 
an  asylum  officer  granted  a  Mexican  gay 
man  (Ariel  Da  Silva,  aka  Jose  Garcia)  asy¬ 
lum  at  the  administrative  level  of  the  INS. 

...  In  addition,  requests  for  asylum  were 
granted  at  the  administrative  level  to  a 
Turkish  gay  man  (October  18,  1994),  a 
Colombian  gay  man  (November  17, 

1994) ,  a  Nicaraguan  gay  man  (February  7, 

1995) ,  and  a  Venezuelan  gay  man 
(February  23,  1995). 

So  far,  there  have  not  been  any  reported  deci¬ 
sions  that  grant  asylum  to  lesbian  applicants,  but  a 
number  of  cases  are  in  process.  The  numbers  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  asylum  cases  are  expected  to  remain 
minimal,  yet  they  now  have  a  chance  to  win. 

Spousal  Recognition 

Spouses,  minor  children,  and  parents  of  US  citi¬ 
zens  enjoy  particular  privileges  in  the  immigration 
system.  Considered  as  “non-quota,”  they  are  able 
to  access  green  cards  outside  US  annual  legal  limits, 
outside  quotas  for  their  countries,  and  without 
going  through  a  long  wait.  Spouses  of  US  legal  res¬ 
idents  have  to  go  through  the  regular  quota  system, 
yet  they  too  can  eventually  secure  legal  admission  to 
the  US  through  their  marriage. 

Foreign-born  lesbians  or  gay  men  cannot  get  a 
green  card  through  a  relationship  with  a  US  citizen 
or  resident  of  the  same  sex.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Immigration  and  Asylum  Rights  Taskforce,  with 
branches  in  New  York,  D.C.,  Los  Angeles,  and  San 
Francisco,  is  working  to  achieve  recognition  of 
same-sex  relationships  under  US  immigration  law. 
Their  strategy  includes  a  “story  drive”  to  document 
experiences  of  queer  couples  in  which  one  person  is 
foreign-born.  They  also  educate  the  queer  commu¬ 
nity  about  immigration  and  asylum  issues,  while  at 
the  same  time  connecting  with  local  groups  organ¬ 
izing  for  immigrant  rights.  The  Taskforce  is  work¬ 
ing  to  lobby  politicians  about  the  issue,  and  to  build 
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■  The  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  chapter  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  immigration  and  Asylum  Rights 
Taskforce  can  be  reached  through  Shannon 
Minter,  at  the  National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights, 
870  Market  Street,  Suite  570,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94102.  Telephone  (415)  392-6257,  fax  (415) 
392-8442. 

■  General  immigration  and  asylum  inquiries  should 
be  directed  to  local  area  organizations.  If  there 
is  no  local  organization  near  you,  the  Immigrant 
Assistance  Line  of  the  Coalition  for  Immigrant 
and  Refugee  Rights  and  Services  in  San 
Francisco,  California,  also  provides  information. 
Their  telephone  number  is  (415)  554-2444. 


Rather  than  worrying  about  the  appropriateness 
(or  not)  of  a  medical  diagnosis  of  homosexuality, 

■p 

the  Justice  Department  believed  the  PHS  should 
remain  guided  by  “Congress’s  specified  intent  to 
bar  homosexuals.” 


a  base  of  support  for  future  legislative  change. 

According  to  Shannon  Minter,  there  are  various 
ways  immigration  law  could  be  modified  to  accom¬ 
modate  same-sex  relationships.  The  INS  could 
agree  to  recognize  same-sex  marriages  in  immigra¬ 
tion  law,  if  same-sex  marriage  becomes  a  reality  in 
Hawai’i.  Or  they  could  put  a  general  mechanism  in 
place  to  recognize  non-marital  relationships.  “It’s 
not  very  complicated.  You  can  have  criteria  about 
how  long  you’ve  been  together,  or  degree  of  com¬ 
mitment.”  Currently,  Australia,  Canada,  Sweden, 
and  the  Netherlands  have  mechanisms  for  recogniz¬ 
ing  non-marital  relationships.  A  similar  system  here 
would  not  have  a  large  impact  in  terms  of  addition¬ 
al  numbers  of  immigrants  who  come  to  the  US. 

Where  We  Go  From  Here 

New  forms  of  exclusion  and  discrimination  are 
coalescing  in  relation  to  immigration.  The  life  of  the 
immigrant  is  increasingly  subjected  to  physical  and 
psychological  assault,  increasing  workplace 
exploitation,  shrinking  access  to  emergency  health 
care  and  to  education,  and  difficulty  even  getting  a 
driver’s  license.  Immigrants  of  color  are  particular¬ 
ly  hard  hit;  additionally  being  queer  makes  getting 
basic  services,  support,  and  information  that  much 
more  difficult.  Immigrant  communities  and  families 
are  often  not  supportive  of  queer  members,  and  US 
gay  and  lesbian  communities  and  organizations  are 
frequently  not  very  informed  about  or  supportive  of 
immigrant  needs. 

There  is  no  simple  answer  to  the  question  of 
what  will  provide  a  successful  advocacy  strategy. 
But  it  is  crucial  for  queer  immigration  concerns  to 
be  framed  as  part  of  a  broad-based  alliance.  There 
are  practical  reasons  for  such  an  approach.  One 
concrete  example  is  that  proof  of  persecution  may 
not  be  enough  to  secure  asylum,  if  the  queer  appli¬ 
cant  is  also  from  a  country  that  is  “friendly”  to  the 
US.  This  means  queer  asylum  always  has  to  be 
understood  through  a  lens  that  is  critical  of  how 
racism,  economic  interests,  foreign  policy,  and 
domestic  priorities  result  in  entire  groups  of  people 
(like  Haitians  of  every  sexuality)  being  virtually 
locked  out  of  accessing  asylum,  no  matter  how 
greatly  they  need  it.  Or  the  fact  no  lesbian  to  date 
has  been  reported  as  gaining  asylum  is  a  reminder 
that  not  just  sexuality  but  also  gender  makes  it  dif¬ 
ficult  for  a  woman  to  get  a  just  hearing. 

Framing  issues  in  a  way  that  is  broad-based  has 
several  crucial,  useful  results.  For  one  thing,  it 
ensures  that  queer  issues  are  not  marginalized  or 
made  invisible;  their  links  to  other  concerns  keep 


queer  matters  foregrounded.  Secondly,  though 
claiming  a  queer  identity  may  no  longer  result  in 
automatic  exclusion,  individual  lesbians  and  gay 
men  do  fall  within  new  categories  of  restricted  or 
excludable  people.  In  repealing  queer  exclusion,  the 
1990  Immigration  Act  nonetheless  established  “a 
new  general  category  of  exclusion  based  on  physical 
or  mental  disorders.  Although  general  in  nature, 
this  ground  is  linked  carefully  to  behavior  and 
potentially  harmful  activities.”  The  use  of  “behav¬ 
ior”  as  a  basis  for  determining  excludability,  when 
the  public  realm  continues  to  privilege  heterosexu¬ 
ality  (along  with  whiteness,  maleness,  and  middle 
class  values),  can  easily  create  new  forms  of  exclud¬ 
able  identities  that  include  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
The  effects  of  the  current  ban  on  entry  by  HIV  pos¬ 
itive  people,  combined  with  the  fact  all  green  card 
applicants  must  test  HIV  negative  before  the  green 
card  will  be  granted,  provide  stark  examples  of  how 
new  excludable  groups  are  forming  across 
gay/straight  lines.  Third,  framing  queer  immigra¬ 
tion  within  the  context  of  a  broader  understanding 
of  immigration  politics  reduces  the  likelihood  that 
advocacy  will  inadvertently  contribute  to  colonialist 
images  of  other  countries  as  “backward”  or  “bar¬ 
baric” — because  of  their  treatment  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men —  against  which  the  US,  and  US  queer 
communities,  by  contrast  get  to  appear  as  liberated, 
enlightened,  and  superior.  Fourth,  such  a  frame  dis¬ 
lodges  whiteness,  maleness,  urban  living,  and  mid¬ 
dle  class  consumption  as  the  standards  of  queer  life 
in  the  US,  allowing  for  the  perception  of  the  broad, 
diverse  population  gays  and  lesbians  represent. 

With  immigration  reemerging  as  an  explosive 
issue  and  anti-immigrant  sentiment  growing  among 
the  citizenry,  the  question  remains:  How  will  gay 
and  lesbian  immigrants  gain  support  within  the 
multiple  communities  in  which  they  live?  The  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  movement  is  to  ally 
with  those  ethnic/racial  communities  in  which  gay 
and  lesbian  immigrants  also  live. 

Eithne  Luibheid,  a  “new  Irish”  immigrant  lesbian,  is  get¬ 
ting  a  doctorate  in  Ethnic  Studies  at  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  focusing  on  contemporary  US  immi¬ 
gration  issues.  This  article  is  for  the  foreign  lesbians  in 
Boston  who  have  been  such  close  friends,  “family,”  and 
support.  Particular  thanks  to  Jean  Molesky  Poz, 
Shannon  Minter,  and  others  who  encouraged  and  assist¬ 
ed  me  in  researching  and  writing  this  piece. 

This  article  is  an  edited  version  of  one  that  will  appear 
in  a  special  issue  on  Welfare  and  Immigration,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Radical  America,  Voi.  26  #1. 
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of  the  individual  for  it  is  at  that  level  that  sexual 
meanings  and  practices  and  desire  happen  even 
though  they  are  constructed  by  the  larger  categories 
and  processes.  It  is  in  these  discussions  that  gay  men 
can  confront  the  sexual/relational  issues  that  have 
emerged  as  a  result  of  what  feels  like  an  unstop¬ 
pable  epidemic.  Only  if  we  spend  some  time  there, 
can  we  build  back  up  to  the  level  of  commonalties 
from  which  to  create  programs. 

What  is  scary  about  doing  this  besides  the  fear  of 
talking  about  sex,  is  that  I  am  saying  we  have  to 
shed  our  shells,  we  have  to  crawl  out  like  little  snails 
and  be  undefended  at  the  moment  when  the  big  pic¬ 
ture  politics  are  out  to  destroy  us.  The  protection 
has  been  a  construction  of  efficacy,  of  knowing 
what  works.  I’m  saying  that  to  be  effective  again  we 
need  to  deconstruct  that  model  of  efficacy  and 
rebuild.  I  don’t  know  how  we’re  going  to  build  the 
political  firewall  that  will  allow  internal  community 
work  to  happen,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  is  what  we 
need  to  do.  And  perhaps,  in  this  last  task,  there  is 
some  role  for  women.  It  is  very  clear  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  community  work  for  gays  is  largely  conversa¬ 
tions  between  men  about  the  nature  of  their  own 
desire.  However,  as  lesbians,  the  community  issues 
are  ours,  too.  I  imagine  a  circle  of  dykes  with  locked 
arms.  How  we  enact  that  metaphor  politically  is 
less  clear,  but  it  entails  defending  desire,  repudiating 
the  construction  of  the  guilty  and  the  innocent,  and 
vigilant  resistance  to  intrusion  into  our  communi¬ 
ty’s  work. 

Ruth  Finkelstein  is  a  health  policy  advocate  and  activist, 
who  has  grave  misgivings  about  a  woman’s  role  in  this 
conversation,  but  seems,  nonetheless,  to  be  unable  to 
hold  her  tongue. 


Moral  Majorities 

What  is  most  striking  and  disturbing  in  their 
decision  is  the  Appeals  Court’s  litany  of  “valid  com¬ 
munity  interests”  served  by  the  homophobic  charter 
amendment.  First,  the  amendment  supports  the 
right  to  “free  association”  of  residents  who  no 
longer  can  be  punished  for  wanting  to  “disassociate 
themselves  from  homosexuals.”  Second,  repealing 
an  ordinance  that  includes  a  “judgment  respecting 
homosexuality,”  they  argue,  simply  returns  the  city 
to  a  position  of  neutrality.  Third,  in  tune  with  cur¬ 
rent  conservative  anti-government,  anti-regulation 
sentiment,  the  court  reasoned  that  keeping  the  gov¬ 
ernment  out  of  social  and  economic  activity 
expands  privacy  rights  and  autonomy  for  the  (non¬ 
gay)  majority  who  can  “freely”  make  decisions 
about  hiring  and  firing,  as  well  as  access  to  housing, 
based  on  “conscience”  and  moral  and  religious 
beliefs.  The  corollary  is  that  the  city  saves  money  by 
not  supervising  private  discrimination.  Therefore, 
contrary  to  the  arguments  of  Equality  Cincinnati 
and  the  lower  court,  the  Appeals  Court  found  that 
the  discriminatory  amendment  was  “rationally 
related  to  a  legitimate  state  objective.”  And  finally, 
just  in  case  you  think  this  is  simply  another  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  the  majority  would  impose  their 
moral  views  on  everyone,  well  it  is  and  that’s  OK; 
didn’t  the  US  Supreme  Court  establish  that  a  state 
criminal  sodomy  statute  is  justified  as  an  expression 
of  the  belief  of  an  electoral  majority  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  immoral?  The  Appeals  Court  decision  is 
wholly  in  line  with  conservative  interpretations  of 
the  constitution — majority  prejudice  trumps  the 
constitutional  rights  of  minorities.  Can  anyone  any 
longer  seriously  claim  to  be  both  politically  conser¬ 
vative  and  pro-gay? 
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sion  from  anti-discrimination  protections.  The  City 
of  Cincinnati  appealed  this  decision  and  won  on 
May  12  in  the  federal  appeals  court.  The  terms  of 
their  victory  are  stunning.  Because  the  court  agreed 
that  one  cannot  tell  someone’s  sexuality  based  on 
looking,  they  reasoned  that  gays  are  only  identifi¬ 
able  “by  conduct  (such  as  public  displays  of  homo¬ 
sexual  affection  or  a  proclamation  of  homosexual 
tendencies”).  Therefore  discrimination  against  gays 
and  lesbians  is  not  based  on  “obvious,  immutable, 
or  distinguishing  characteristics  that  define  them  as 
a  discrete  group,”  but  on  their  own  “conduct.” 
Enter  Hardwick.  The  Appeals  Court  concluded  that 
the  US  Supreme  Court  decision  in  Bowers  v. 
Hardwick  held  that  homosexual  “conduct”  is  nor 
protected  against  discrimination  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion. 

Even  those  relatively  uninformed  about  court 
decisions  know  that  Hardwick  allows  states  to 
criminalize  homosexual  sodomy,  specifically  oral 
and  anal  sex,  not  declarations  of  being  gay  or  kiss¬ 
ing.  In  broadening  the  notion  of  conduct,  it  appears 
the  court  allowed  private  opinion  to  enter  legal 
decision. 


The  Queer  Response 

Suzanne  Goldberg  from  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund  and  co-counsel  in  both  the 
Cincinnati  and  Colorado  cases  was  stunned  by  the 
Appeals  Court  decision,  calling  the  ruling  a  “dan¬ 
gerous  precedent  for  giving  legal  effect  to  private 
prejudice.”  She  went  on  to  say,  “Issue  3  sets  up  a 
second-class  citizenship  for  gay  people,  and  the 
court’s  ruling  will  leave  many  Americans  vulnerable 
to  similar  attacks.” 

This  ruling  comes  as  Goldberg  and  other  lawyers 
prepare  their  arguments  for  the  US  Supreme  Court’s 
September  hearing  on  the  constitutionality  of 
Colorado’s  Amendment  2.  While  Amendment  2 
was  ruled  unconstitutional  by  the  state  Supreme 
Court,  Colorado  Gov.  Romer  has  appealed  to  the 
US  highest  court  to  restore  the  prohibition  on  laws, 
ordinances  and  policies  protecting  gays/les¬ 
bians/bisexuals  from  discrimination.  At  issue  in  the 
case,  not  unlike  Cincinnati,  is  whether  queers  can 
be  granted  equal  protection  before  the  law.  Thus 
Goldberg  will  try  to  add  the  Cincinnati  case  to  her 
arguments  on  Colorado  before  the  Supreme  Court. 
This  case,  she  believes  “will  be  one  of  the  pivotal 
cases  to  determine  the  future  of  civil  rights  in 
America.  Although  Amendment  2  happened  to  tar¬ 
get  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  this  instance,  a  similar 
effort  could  be  made  to  affect  other  groups:  women, 
people  with  disabilities,  ethnic  minorities....” 

—  the  editor 
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In  a  recent  issue  of  Gay  Community  News  (October  1994),  activist  and  social  critic 
Cindy  Rizzo  raises  critical  and  long-avoided  questions  about  the  relationship  of  chil¬ 
dren  to  queer  sexuality.  Her  essay,  “When  Is  a  Dildo  a  Hotdog?:  Bringing  up  Children 
in  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community”  recounts  the  experience  of  a  lesbian  couple  who 
attended  Stonewall  25’s  Dyke  March  with  their  eight-year-old  daughter.  When  one  of 
the  marchers  strolls  by  with  a  dildo  attached  to  her  forehead,  the  child  asks  her  moth¬ 
er,  “Why  does  that  woman  have  a  hot  dog  attached  to  her  head?” 


What’s  a  mother  to  do?  Rizzo’s  account  ponders 
“the  inevitable  sticky  situations”  emerging  out  of 
those  moments  when  “Kid  Culture  meets  Gay 
Culture,”  and  captures  the  conflict  faced  by  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  of  parents  of  all  sexual  orientations 
attempting  to  maintain  sex-positive  identities  after 
the  entrance  of  children  into  their  lives.  How  do 
male  couples  maintain  sexually  active  and  non- 
monogamous  erotic  lives  and  fulfill  roles  as 
“responsible”  fathers?  Does  the  leatherdyke  who  is 
also  a  single  mother  lie  to  the  six-year-old  daughter 
who  happens  upon  handcuffs  and  strap-ons?  Does 
the  middle  school  teacher  with  the  pierced  tit  refuse 
to  take  his  shirt  off  during  a  “shirts-and-skins”  bas¬ 
ketball  game  with  students? 

Mirroring  Heteros 

For  too  long,  queer  pioneers  in  parenting,  teach¬ 
ing,  childcare,  and  youth  organizations  have  seen 
the  need  to  de-sex  ourselves  as  an  inevitable  part  of 
interacting  with  children.  Lesbian  mothers  describe 
their  relationships  as  mirror  images  of  traditional 
nuclear  families  in  order  to  win  custody  battles. 
Queer  speakers  in  high  school  classrooms  decry 
promiscuity  as  a  stereotype  and  reconfigure  gay 
male  sexuality  as  identical  to  heterosexual.  The 
developing  canon  of  books  for  children  of  lesbian 
and  gay  parents — among  the  most  censored  litera¬ 
ture  in  the  nation — is  devoid  of  authentic  portrayals 
of  a  contemporary  queer  culture  that  includes  erot¬ 
ic  desire.  Sex  and  children  are  relegated  to  separate 
spheres  and  policed  within  queer  discourse  by  self- 
appointed  child  advocates  determined  to  validate 
dual  identities  such  as  lesbian  mother  or  gay  teacher 
by  taking  up  the  banner  of  protecting  childhood 
innocence. 

Rizzo  reaches  the  tentative  conclusion  that,  until 


she  has  worked  through  her  thinking  about  chil¬ 
dren’s  culture  and  sex  issues,  it  is  out  of  the  question 
to  explain  to  her  sons  that  their  perceived  hot-dog 
is  really  a  dildo.  She  bemoans  the  “uncharted  terri¬ 
tory”  queer  parents  face  in  “explaining  the  sexual 
diversity  of  our  community  to  our  children,”  and 
correctly  cites  the  limitations  of  both  Dr.  Spock  and 
the  new  literature  on  lesbian  and  gay  parenting. 

Childhood  as  Innocence 

This  void  in  discussions  about  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren  is  filled  by  Jonathan  Silin’s  book,  Sex,  Death, 
and  the  Education  of  Children.  Through  an  explo¬ 
ration  of  his  various  identities  as  early  childhood 
educator,  gay  man,  supervisor  of  schoolteachers, 
AIDS  educator,  lover,  and  son,  Silin  offers  a  beauti¬ 
fully  written  and  thoroughly  researched  meditation 
on  the  violence  visited  upon  children  under  the 
guise  of  protecting  their  innocence.  In  doing  so,  the 
book  serves  as  a  far-ranging  and  comprehensive 
examination  of  the  assumptions  underpinning  both 
contemporary  developmental  theories  of  learning 
and  the  needs  of  adults  to  construct  childhood  as  a 
realm  of  innocence  and  ignorance.  By  weaving 
together  stories  of  caring  for  a  lover  dying  of  AIDS, 
observations  of  teachers  and  children  interacting  in 
classrooms,  and  contemporary  social,  educational, 
and  feminist  theories,  Silin  offers  a  book  that  chal¬ 
lenges  the  ways  we  conceptualize  “kids’  issues”  and 
illuminates  the  vast  and  complex  ways  in  which 
supposedly  distinct  experiences  and  identities  inter¬ 
act  in  constituting  everyday  life. 

This  book  is  about  many  things:  the  challenge 
AIDS  poses  to  educators  of  young  children  and  the 
body  as  a  site  of  forbidden  knowledge.  Silin  probes 
the  shifting  meanings  gay  men  find  in  sexual  desires 
and  confronts  the  “erotics  of  grief.”  His  attempt  to 


wrest  control  of  education  from  psychologists  is 
linked  with  the  restoration  of  morality  and  politics 
in  the  new  curricula  of  schools.  While  children  and 
conceptions  of  childhood  remain  at  the  center  of  the 
narrative,  the  author’s  understanding  of  the  child  as 
a  central  site  of  colonization  by  the  adult  world 
allows  issues  such  as  teaching  methods,  constructs 
of  family,  and  drug  abuse  prevention  programs  to 
reveal  as  much  about  adults  as  about  children. 

A  man  with  a  varied  career  spanning  academia 
and  activism,  Silin  is  well  suited  to  tackle  the  ambi¬ 
tious  scope  of  this  book.  A  member  of  the  graduate 
faculty  at  Bank  Street  College  of  Education  and  a 
former  classroom  teacher,  he  also  has  been  an 
activist  in  local  gay  organizations  and  worked  as  a 
staff  member  at  a  suburban  AIDS  service  provider. 
His  writings  have  been  published  in  academic  jour¬ 
nals  as  well  as  community-based  publications 
including  Gay  Community  News  and  Christopher 
Street.  The  book  reflects  this  background. 

Sex,  Death,  and  the  Education  of  Children  does¬ 
n’t  choose  the  easy  path  of  how-to  books  and  offer 
succinct  and  simple  answers  to  complex  questions 
about  children,  education,  sexuality,  and  death;  nor 
does  it  bog  down  in  jargon  intended  for  a  limited 
readership  circle  of  academics.  This  is  one  of  Silin’s 
greatest  attributes:  he  neither  patronizes  the  reader 
by  avoiding  competing  analyses  and  skirting  dense 
social  theory,  nor  assumes  a  vast  knowledge  of  the 
postmodern  discourse  critical  to  his  argument.  By 
bringing  together  bodies  of  knowledge  often  isolat¬ 
ed  from  one  another  (social  theory,  feminist  peda¬ 
gogy,  history  of  childhood,  curriculum  theory, 
Marxist  economics,  developmental  psychology,  crit¬ 
ical  theory)  and  linking  them  to  autobiographical 
reflections,  Silin  creates  an  eclectic  and  elegant  text 
that  consistently  roots  conceptual  thinking  in 
human  experience. 

Perhaps  most  important  is  Silin’s  analysis  of  the 
historical  linkages  between  the  child  as  innocent 
and  the  homosexual  as  pervert.  By  providing  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  debates  concerning  the  history  of  childhood 
that  have  developed  over  the  past  thirty  years,  the 
author  argues  that  the  nineteenth  century  “roman¬ 
tic  ideal  enshrined  the  child  as  qualitatively  different 
from  the  adult”  and  led  to  the  development  and  ele¬ 
vation  of  the  bourgeois  notion  of  childhood  inno¬ 
cence.  He  follows  with  a  history  of  sexual  identi¬ 
ty — from  sexologists  through  Foucault — and  goes 
on  to  articulate  a  critical  juncture  connecting  con¬ 
structions  of  childhood  and  homosexuality,  ground¬ 
ed  in  essentialist  understandings  of  human  diversity. 
As  the  “psychiatrization  of  perversions”  took  hold 
in  the  early  twentieth  century,  sex  increasingly 
became  the  focus  of  scientific  regulation.  As  Silin 
writes: 

History  links  women,  children,  and  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  same  nexus  of  unfulfilled 
desires.  For  it  is  the  emergence  of  the  men¬ 
tal  hospital  perspectives  that  announces 
the  psychological  needs  of  children  and  the 
unique  abilities  of  women  to  fulfill  them 
and  at  the  same  time  defines  the  homosex¬ 
ual  threat  to  normal  development.  The 
homosexual,  embodying  everything  that 
the  child  is  not,  allows  us  to  see  what  the 
child  is — innocent  and  without  desire,  a 
blank  slate  on  which  we  may  write  at  will. 
(194) 
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Perhaps  most  impor¬ 
tant  is  Silin’s  analysis 
of  the  historical  link¬ 
ages  between  the  child 
as  innocent  and  the 
homosexual  as  pervert. 


Child  as  Desiring  Being 

Because  of  this  historical  linkage,  contemporary 
activist  attempts  to  undermine  public  belief  in  the 
homosexual  as  pervert  while  simultaneously  affirm¬ 
ing  the  child  as  innocent  will  continue  to  prove 
feckless.  The  implications  for  movement  activism 
are  considerable.  By  championing  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  traditional  parental  or  teacher  roles  while 
supporting  culture-bound  theories  of  child  develop¬ 
ment  that  deny  children  access  to  their  total  lives, 
we  remain  within  a  paradigm  that  liberates  no  one. 
Silin  confronts  the  community  with  a  long-avoided 
prospect:  to  free  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  their 
status  as  erotic  outlaws  demands  an  understanding 
of  the  child  as  desiring  being. 

This  leads  Silin  to  a  controversial  final  section  in 
which  he  considers  the  widening  child  abuse  panic 
of  the  1980s  and  90s.  At  first  he  offers  the  common 
argument  that  views  moral  panics  as  tools  policing 
the  boundaries  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  desire: 
Erotic  attachments  to  children,  erotic 
attachments  of  children,  must  not  be 
admitted,  or  admitted  only  in  the  presence 
of  a  trained  professional,  admitted  for  the 
purposes  of  control  and  abnegation.  Abuse 
is  the  result  of  abnormal  development, 
development  that  can  be  regulated  through 
the  caring  pedagogy  of  the  family  circle.  By 
heightening  a  focus  on  individual  patholo¬ 
gy  and  the  role  of  parents  in  producing 
acceptable  psychological  characteristics, 
the  moral  panic  diverts  us  from  the  intense 
emotional  fabric  of  the  isolated,  nuclear 
family  in  which  the  majority  of  abusive  sit¬ 
uations  originate.  (198) 

Silin  next  leaps  out  daringly  and  asserts  that 
societal  anxiety  unleashed  in  response  to  episodes 
exposing  either  homosexual  desire  or  the  polymor¬ 
phous  perversity  of  the  child  “undercuts  the  edifice 
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On  Creating 
Monsters 

Mysterious  Skin  —  Scott  Heim,  Harper  Collins,  1995 

User —  Bruce  Benderson,  Dutton,  1995 

Father  of  Frankenstein  —  Christopher  Bram,  Dutton,  1995 


by  Ganr  Richards 


There  seems  to  be  something  lurking.  Behind  the  closet  door,  crawling  in  the 
kitchen  pantry,  in  the  minds  of  children  and  adults  and  in  the  political  realities  of  the 
mid  1990s.  Whether  real  or  imagined,  there  have  always  been  monsters,  creatures 
from  the  darkside.  They  have  come  to  embody  our  fears  and  anxieties  in  a  world  in 
which  we  often  feel  alien  ourselves. 


At  times  of  abrupt  change  or  accelerated 
‘progress’  in  society,  the  monsters  seem  to  multiply 
and  become  flesh.  As  Americans  came  home  from 
the  World  Wars,  they  sought  comfort  in  the  fabri¬ 
cations  of  the  silver  screen.  Vampires,  werewolves, 
and  man-made  creatures  walked  the  celluloid  hall¬ 
ways  giving  voice  to  anxieties  in  the  darkened  the¬ 
ater,  while  allowing  a  safe  return  to  the  comfort  of 
our  homes.  When  the  ‘Communist  Menace’  reared 
its  head  decades  later,  it  would  be  teen-aged  were¬ 
wolves  and  slime  monsters  to  the  rescue,  keeping  us 
on-guard,  questioning  what  our  neighbors  were 
doing  in  their  basements.  The  need  to  visualize  and 
give  form  to  our  fear  of  the  unknown  is  fueled  by 
paranoia.  The  darkside  shadows  our  everyday  lives 
luring  in  both  creative  energies  and  destructive  ten¬ 
dencies. 

Missing  From  Memory 

The  role  of  the  subconscious  mind  and  its  ability 
to  recreate  our  perceptions  of  reality  play  an  impor¬ 
tant  role  in  Scott  Heim’s  first  novel  Mysterious  Skin. 
Out  of  America’s  ‘heartland’  comes  Brian  Lackey,  a 
young  man  growing  up  in  rural  Kansas.  Brian’s  life 
and  family  and  those  of  his  schoolmates  are  not 
quite  as  ideal  as  we  imagine  middle-America  would 
produce.  They  share  the  common  problems  of  alco¬ 
holism  and  abuse;  dysfunction  being  the  operative 
word  here.  Their  teen  years  are,  however,  filled  with 
the  pastimes  of  baseball  and  motoring  for  ‘choco¬ 
late  and  vanilla  swirl  ice  cream  cones.’ 

Brian’s  adolescence  might  even  be  considered 
typical  if  it  weren’t  for  a  five  hour  period,  when  he 
was  eight  years  old,  that  is  missing  from  his  memo¬ 
ry.  He  becomes  preoccupied  with  filling  up  these 
missing  hours.  One  moment  he  was  at  Little  League 
practice  with  his  teammates  and  coach  the  next 
thing  he  knew  he  was  under  his  house  in  a  crawl 
space,  shaking,  nose  bleeding,  with  five  hours  unac¬ 
counted  for. 

Brian’s  search  for  clues  to  his  lost  time  takes  him 
to  the  door  of  Avalyn  Freisan,  a  farmer’s  daughter 


and  fellow  Kansan.  Avalyn  claims  to  have  been 
abducted  by  extra-terrestrials  and  placed  under 
examination.  Her  goal,  along  with  an  entourage  of 
talk-show  psychologists,  is  to  help  others  recover 
from  their  abductions  and  regain  their  grasp  on  life. 
As  it  turns  out  Avalyn’s  desire  to  help  Brian  stems 
from  an  interest  more  basic  than  humanitarian. 

On  a  local  TV  series  “The  Unexplained,”  Avalyn 
recounts  one  of  her  first  abductions.  “So  under  hyp¬ 
nosis  I  found  this  out:  The  aliens  only  chose  me  to 
examine... I  floated  right  out  of  the  backseat  and 
into  the  mouth  of  this  disc-shaped  ship. ..I  remember 
lying  on  the  table  all  silvery  white  and  smooth  like 
Formica.  A  group  of  aliens  surrounded  me.  They 
carried  silver  boxes,  out  of  which  they  pulled  thin 
tubes  and  instruments  like  things  a  dentist  would 
use. ..their  fingers  were  cold  and  didn’t  feel  human 
at  all.  But  the  worst  thing  about  them  were  their 
eyes,  big  black  diamonds  is  the  closest  description  I 
can  give,  only  instead  of  hard  like  diamonds,  they 
were  jelly-like  and  liquidy.”  Brian’s  fantasies  are 
verified  in  what  he  sees  as  Avalyn’s  lived  experi¬ 
ences.  His  nose  bleeds  continue. 

Brian’s  journey  will  eventually  lead  him  to  Neil 
McCormick,  a  team-mate  from  Little  League, 
turned  New  York  hustler.  Heim  develops 
McCormick’s  rather  unique  experiences  of  adoles¬ 
cence  in  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  Neil  is  the  in-your- 
face  queer  in  this  town  and  while  refreshing  to  those 
of  us  who  suffered  jeers  in  gym  class,  he  seems  a  bit 
brazen  for  Bible  Belt  country.  His  dabbling  in  every¬ 
thing  from  tattoos  to  slash-rock  and  the  Black  Arts 
seem  familiar  markers  for  those  seeking  out  their 
sexual  identities. 

A  fateful  kiss  of  another  boy  during  a  recess 
seance  leads  Neil  to  ostracism  (self-imposed)  from 
the  regulars  at  Hutchinson  High  and  raises  him  to 
celebrity  coolness  in  the  eyes  of  others.  Wendy 
Peterson  becomes  Neil’s  wanna-be  girlfriend  and 
follows  him  everywhere.  From  nights  at  home  with 
Neil’s  mom  (“she  drank  gin  straight  from  the  bot¬ 
tle”)  to  Halloween  escapades  featuring  handfuls  of 
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NO-DOZ  from  the  medchest,  never  a  dull  moment. 

Abducting  a  kid  in  a  dragon’s  snout  from  “Learning  Disabilities  class”  (LD) 
on  Hallowed  Eve,  Neil  and  Wendy  set  off  a  small  fireworks  display  in  his  mouth. 
In  an  attempt  to  quiet  his  sobbing  and  heal  his  bloodied  lips,  Neil  unties  his  green 
sweat  pants.  A  foreshadowing  of  stories  to  be  remembered,  Neil  whispers  to  the 
dragon  before  going  down  on  him,  “When  I  was  little,  a  man  used  to  do  this  to 
me. ..He  did  it  to  some  other  kids  but  1  knew  they  didn’t  matter  as  much  to  him, 
I  was  the  only  one  whose  photo  he  kept  in  his  wallet.”  The  dragon’s  snout  is 
snapped  back  into  place.  The  boy  is  returned  safely  home,  a  sparkle  in  his  eye,  a 
splinter  in  his  lip  from  the  fireworks.  Children  can  be  cruel. 

The  monsters  in  Heim’s  tale  are  not  easily  unmasked.  Is  Neil  a  demon?  As  his 
life  turns  to  the  streets,  hustling,  the  big  city — his  survival  skills  and  strength  seem 
admirable.  His  pranks  in  the  end  harm  no  one.  His  anger  toward  the  world  is  jus¬ 
tified. 

At  the  close  Neil  returns  to  Kansas  to  help  Brian  piece  together  his  puzzle  of 
aliens,  aggressive  women  and  imploding  flashes  of  light.  The  events  recounted, 
during  a  summer  of  passion  and  trespasses,  have  left  two  young  men  with  very 
different  reactions.  Brian  must  come  to  integrate  a  new  knowledge  into  his  life, 
“...the  chandelier’s  green  teardrops. ..catching  the  light,  on  that  summer  after¬ 
noon,  the  floor  beneath  me  carpeted  with  cereal.  Here  we  go...”  The  loving  rela¬ 
tionship  remembered  by  Neil  became  the  source  of  nightmares  and  space  crea¬ 
tures  for  a  teammate. 

The  light  that  dawns  at  the  close  of  Mysterious  Skin  illuminates  without  oblit¬ 
erating.  It  is  a  light  whose  source  is  natural  and  strong,  that  gives  meaning  and 
definition,  but  can  also  distort.  “It  was  a  light  so  brilliant  and  white  it  could  have 
been  beamed  from  heaven,  and  Brian  and  I  could  have  been  angels,  basking  in  it. 
But  it  wasn’t  and  we  weren’t.” 

User’s  Grotesque 

While  the  monsters  in  Heim’s  novel  are  distortions  of  that  which  cannot  be 
assimilated  by  one  young  mind,  the  creatures  that  roam  Bruce  Benderson’s  User 
are  walking  alongside  you  and  me.  Set  on  the  darkside  of  Manhattan  Island,  this 
is  a  look  at  life  amongst  the  down-and-out.  The  grotesque,  contributed  to  by 
addictions  and  life  choices,  results  from  existing  in  an  urban  jungle  of  stifling,  in¬ 
human  proportions.  Benderson  holds  up  mirrors,  reflecting  the  nightmarish  qual¬ 
ities  of  this  existence. 

There  is  no  finger-pointing  with  indictments  of  responsibility.  Those  who 
undergo  the  transformation  from  human  to  creature  are  ultimately  seen  as  prod¬ 
ucts  of  the  world  that  sustains  their  suffering.  The  survival  skills  Benderson 
endows  his  tribe  with  make  this  disturbing  tale  life-affirming  in  the  end. 

At  the  center  of  User  is  Apollo,  a  mulatto  drug  addict  and  hustler  who  is  able 
to  work  two  worlds.  Passing  as  straight/gay,  black/white,  clean/doped.  The 
seductive  drug  world  Benderson  spins,  and  Apollo’s  death/sex  drive  unfolding  in 
it,  are  hypnotic. 

“Needle  insertion,  which  represents  the  nether  world  between  being  about  to 
get  high  and  being  high,  clefts  Apollo’s  mind  to  let  the  shadow-feeling  in.  It  is  an 
image  of  his  friend  who  now  sits  absorbed  at  the  desk,  dying  in  the  future,  and 
Apollo  losing  the  best  friend  he  ever  had.  Although  he  flinches  phobically  at  the 
thought,  it  is  also  an  electric  spark  that  fuels  the  fantasy  of  life  going  on.  This  is 
enough  proof  of  being  alive  to  keep  pushing  the  needle  and  pumping  the  blood 
into  his  blood  stream.” 

Apollo  is  on  the  run  throughout  User.  Primarily  running  from  the  law  and  the 
more  pressing  paranoia  of  being  caught  by  the  law.  His  crime,  however  is  real. 
Casio,  the  bouncer  at  the  neighborhood  drug  den/dance  hall  where  Apollo  per¬ 
forms  nightly  as  dancer  and  cocksucker,  is  left  dying  on  the  cement,  his  spine 
twisted.  Cause  of  death:  Apollo’s  scarred  fist  via  a  dose  of  Dilaudid. 

His  flight  takes  him  from  Tina’s  Bar  (home  of  the  travesty),  to  tricks  with 
white-boy  tourists  of  the  Big  Apple,  to  a  near-friendship.  Through  Apollo’s  eyes, 
however,  everything  is  a  game,  a  wager,  a  hustle.  Whether  you’re  snuggling  up  to 
someone  in  a  bar,  grabbing  their  stash,  impaling  them  on  your  blade —  it’s  all  part 
of  the  same  seduction.  He  explains,  “What’s  a  friend  anyway  but  he  gives  you 
something?  What  a  fool  you  are  to  give  that  to  somebody.  And  knowing  he  does 
it  you  feel  please  don’t  deny  me’cause  I’m  so  hungry!  It  make  you  feel  low  so  you 
just  grab  for  it,  it  shows  more  balls.  ‘Cause  both  of  'em  are  games,  pretending  I 
care,  pretending  I  ...don’t  care...” 


a  RoesCommcn  quilt  cr  wallhanging  is  the  perfect  way  to  display  and  eryoy  the  impor¬ 
tant  events  and  times  of  their  lives.  Your  cdlege  team  sweatshirt,  the  ccmpany  t-shirt 
from  your  first  job,  the  road  race  that  you  actually  finished,  the  shirt  that  you  bought 
an  that  Caribbean  vacation  when  you  found  that  your  lover  really  was  your  true  love 
Anyone  who  ever  saved  a  t-shirt  because  it  had  a  special  meaning  will  love  a 
RossCommcn  quilt.  Simply  send  us  a  collection  of your  well  loved  shirts  cr  sweatshirts 
(you  know,  the  ones  that  are  lost  in  the  back  cf  the  closet),  and  we  will  turn  them  into 
a  quilt  cr  wallhanging  that  will  be  a  treasured  record  of  your  memories.  Callfcrafree 
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today's  male  is  a  man  of 
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No  longer  in  thought. 

Just  vibrating.  Pulsating. 

Demanding  expression. 
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sex  catalog  offers  a  wide  selection 
of  studly  sex  toys  to  fulfill  your 
every  manly  desire.  Penis  pumps, 
leather  restraints,  clamps,  plugs, 
dildos,  lubes,  plus  a  large  XXX  gay 
video  selection. 

Full  color  1 6  page  catalog  plus 
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International  Man  XXX  Video  - 
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GAY  AND  LESBIAN  VIDEOS 

DON’T  GET  RIPPED  OFF-  TRY  OUR  PRICES  AND  SERVICE 

FULL  LENGTH  -  UNCUT  -  HIGH  QUALITY  VHS  -  FACTORY  SEALED 
INDIVIDUAL  FULL  COLOR  BOXES  -  SHIPPED  IN  PLAIN  PACKAGE 


Each  $11.95 

Low  overhead  allows  us  to  sell  you  the  very  same  videos  you  see  in 

5  Plus  $  9.95ea 

magazines  for  25  to  50%  LESS 

10  Plus  S  8.95ea 

JOIN  OUR  VIDEO  CLUB  FOR  EXTRA  SAVINGS 

Your  name  will  never  be  sold  or  given  out 

We  want  your  repeat  business 

SHIPPING 

RETURN  THIS  ADD  FOR  FREE  SHIPPING  ON  FIRST  ORDER 

$  3.50  Per  Ord. 

SEND  $2.00  FOR  MOVIE  LISTING  (  REFUNDABLE  ) 
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P.O.  BOX  123  Address _ 
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1-800-929-5690  ORDERS  ONLY  City _ St _ Zip. 
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FLESH  AND  THE  WORD: 

A  JOHN  PRESTON  GATHERING 


Pat  Califia,  Steven  Saylor.  Dorothy 
Allison.  Andrew  Holleran.  Joan 
Nestle.  Michael  Lassell,  Katherine 
Forrest.  Michael  Lowenthal.  V.  K. 
McCarty.  Michael  Denneny.  Christie 
Cassidy  and  Michael  Bronski  win  join 
together  on  October  6  -  8.  1995  with  the 
John  Hay  Library  of  Brown  University  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  and  showcase  the  life  and  work  of 
John  Preston. 


FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  ALL 

To  receive  more  information  on  this  landmark  event 
including  travel  and  hotel  arrangements,  please  write  to 
FLESH  AND  THE  WOPD.  c/o  John  Hay  Library.  Box  A.  Brown 
University.  Providence.  Rhode  Island.  02912  or  fax  Jenifer  Lee  @ 
401  863-1271. 


PRIME  NORTHSIDE  ANTIQUES 


Along  Old  King's  Highway  and  sometimes  down  a  quaint  lane  to  the  sea  you  will 
find  some  of  the  nicest  antique  homes  available  anywhere  on  Cape...  We  specialize 
in  this  market. 

“SMITH-WHITMAN-FISH- 
WEST  BARNSTABLE 
Beautiful  and  authentic  half-Cape 
in  a  picture  book  6A  setting.  Master 
suite  on  1st  floor,  wide  pine  floors, 
fireplaces,  exposed  beams!  A  real 
honey.  Just  reduced. 

Now  $175,000. 

1.800.321.2120  508.362.2120 
508.362.9001  (fax) 

Barnstable  Village,  3221  Route  6A  (PO  Box  156),  Barnstable,  MA  02630 


N$RTON 


RJ  NORTON  & CO_  REALTORS 


Apollo  has  a  slight  lapse  in  maintaining  his  emotionless,  animal  persona.  In 
search  of  a  score  he  comes  into  a  relationship  with  his  ‘sick  friend’  his  ‘HIV  pos¬ 
itive  friend.’  This  nameless  relationship  offers  Apollo  his  first  clean  months  in 
years  and  a  chance  for  a  new  start.  His  ‘friend’  recalls  how  the  tone  of  his  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Apollo  was  set  by  their  first  summer  in  Puerto  Rico. 

“We  stumbled  into  a  seaside  ghetto  made  of  tin  houses  known  as  La  Perla  and 
watched  a  teenage  girl  in  tears  jabbing  a  needle  over  and  over  again  into  a  leg 
that  looked  gangrened.  I  flew  into  a  rage  against  those  who  control  the 
painkillers,  who  could  cure  the  leg  and  give  her  a  scrip  if  they  wanted  to.  Shortly 
after,  Apollo  took  me  to  a  shooting  gallery  on  113th  Street  to  pay  for  a  bundle, 
and  saw  old  men  who  had  been  in  this  country  all  their  lives  but  who  still  spoke 
no  English,  walking  around  with  needles  still  sticking  in  their  jugular  veins.” 

The  monsters  in  Benderson’s  book  are  not  the  victims  of  drug  addiction,  but 
the  purveyors  of  the  goods  and  those  who  hold  power  over  the  powerless.  Apollo 
carries  with  him  a  haunting  fear  of  Ms.  Huxton,  the  owner  of  the  club  where  he 
dances  and  several  other  establishments  along  his  needle  alley.  She  is  an  embod¬ 
iment  of  the  powers  that  be.  He  sees  her  sitting  in  her  penthouse,  looking  down 
on  those  she  controls  in  a  bizarre  sideshow. 

Fantasy  Is  All  Important 

Along  the  way  we  encounter  the  other  visitors  to  Tina’s  Bar,  as  seen  from 
above.  The  world  of  fantasy  for  Casio,  Apollo,  and  friends  is  circumscribed  by 
an  ongoing  search  for  a  moment  of  pleasure,  a  moment  without  pain. 

When  floating  out  of  the  drug  fog,  everyone  needs  a  little  definition.  The 
denizens  of  this  land  distinguish  themselves  from  those  on  a  lower  rung  of  the 
pecking  order.  The  image,  the  role,  the  fantasy  is  all  important.  The  mirror  is 
never  far  off;  a  need  for  reassurance  in  their  reflections;  an  acknowledgment  that 
each  character  is  still  part  of  this  world  and  not  the  nether. 

Monica,  Casio’s  woman,  defines  herself  against  the  Queens  at  Tina’s  who  are 
‘just  so  much  silicone.’  She  adjusts  the  mirror  in  her  beauty  school  case  and  gives 
her  ‘tetas’  a  squeeze  for  assurance.  Angelita,  a  performer  at  the  bar,  succeeds  in 
seducing  Casio.  He/She  gazes  into  the  mirror  to  view  herself,  a  miracle  of  science 
and  attitude.  And  Casio — “this  husband  who  is  not  a  husband  at  her  side.” 
Monica  sees  him  differently  each  night — “...the  man,  the  pimp,  the  Apache 
Dancer,  the  gangster.”  Creations  all. 

Apollo’s  attempt  at  the  straight  life  fails  in  more  than  one  way.  He  returns  to 
life  in  the  pleasure/pain  cycle.  Yet  the  return  brings  with  it,  perhaps,  a  knowledge 
of  the  many  layers  of  reality,  and  insight  gained  from  his  ‘sick  friend’  on  the  many 
paths  of  power.  Unfortunately  these  insights  bring  comfort  and  strength  only  in 
his  private  world.  He  continues  to  wage  a  battle  going  nowhere. 

“Below  him  on  the  bed  lay  all  of  the  physical  health  he  had  been  squirreling 
away  by  not  getting  high,  just  as  those  drab  ones  squirreled  away  money  in  the 
bank.  Now  he  understood  what  it  meant  to  save  and  spend,  and  hoped  that  some 
unknown  power  in  the  future  would  allow  him  an  unexpected  accumulation  once 
again.  Because  his  cock  was  rising  in  a  great  arc  to  fuck  the  squirming  porno 
actors  on  television,  it  fucked  the  world  of  banks  and  fucked  the  mouths  of  both 
men  skidding  against  his  tingly  numb  skin.  It  fucked  sick  friends  whom  he  wished 
he  could  save  and  fathers  dying  on  the  floor  at  cash  machines.”  The  economy  of 
this  ghetto  is  booming. 

Directing  A  Seduction 

Director  of  Boris  Karloff  and  Elsa  Lanchester  in  Frankenstein  and  The  Bride 
of  Frankenstein,  James  Whale  was  granted  passage  through  the  gilded  gates  of 
Hollywood,  escorted  by  his  ghouls.  The  creatures  in  Whale’s  films  offered  his 
fans  the  “keenest  physical  pleasure,  the  most  thrilling  confusion  the  human  body 
could  experience  (before  alcohol  and  sex),”  one  admirer  confessed.  Whale’s  per¬ 
sonal  demons  combine  with  the  day-to-day  horrors  of  glitterville  in  Christopher 
Bram’s  Father  of  Frankenstein,  to  create  a  confusion  filled  with  fear  and  a  desire 
for  closure. 

Bram’s  fifth  work  of  fiction  is  based  on  previously  published  biographies  of 
Whale,  Lanchester  and  a  variety  of  historical  texts.  The  story  is  of  James  Whale’s 
descent  into  a  world  out  of  focus.  Whale  is  struggling  to  recover  from  a  stroke 
and  to  keep  his  orderly  existence  intact.  His  body’s  betrayal  and  ever-strong 
libido  thwart  his  attempts  at  final  days  filled  with  dignity. 

The  object  of  Whale’s  affections,  after  tossing  aside  a  cub  reporter  (who  loses 
too  easily  at  strip-20-questions)  is  Clayton  Boone.  Clay  is  the  gardener,  or  more 
precisely.  Clay  is  the  ex-marine  who  mows  the  lawn.  While  it’s  Clays  physique 
that  catches  Whale’s  eye,  it  is  his  down-home  naivete  and  over  confident  hetero¬ 
sexuality  that  keep  our  hero  in  pursuit.  Mr.  Whale  is  one  of  Clay’s  first  homo- 
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sexuals,  you  see,  “...he  knows  them  only  by  their 
reputation,  the  same  way  he  knows  Communists 
and  flying  saucers.” 

As  the  seduction  ensues,  father  and  creation 
move  to  Whale’s  studio  for  ‘sketching.’  The  rela¬ 
tionship  becomes  symbiotic.  Clay  begins  to  feed 
off  the  tales  of  movie  stars  and  Whale’s  ever-rein¬ 
vented  life  (“It  hangs  on  him  like  a  suit  of  clothes 
he’s  too  thin  to  wear  anymore.”)  For  Whale, 

Clay  becomes  a  savior  in  his  potential  for  vio¬ 
lence.  He  envisions  his  seduction  of  the  marine 
ending  in  his  own  demise.  “Yes,  Boone  frightens 
him,  but  it’s  exciting  to  be  frightened  by  another 
human,  and  more  real  than  the  debilitating  fear 
of  losing  one’s  mind  to  incontinent  memory  and 
hallucinatory  pains. ..its  more  exciting  to  be  eaten 
alive  than  to  be  slowly  consumed  by  your  own 
bad  electricity.” 

Underlying  Mr.  Whale’s  seduction  of  Clay  is  a 
story  laid  out  through  flashing  images  of  his  mis¬ 
firing  synapses  (the  ‘bad  electricity’).  More  havoc 
is  created  than  anything  seen  at  Dr. 

Frankenstein’s  castle.  One  major  manifestation  is 
Whale’s  sudden  remembrance  of  life  episodes 
through  smells.  His  olfactory  nerves  betray  him 
and  disturbing  events  from  his  past  come  rushing 
to  the  fore.  This  is  how  we  come  to  learn  of 
Whale’s  service  in  the  First  World  War  and  its  unthinkable  horrors.  He  is  forced 
to  revisit  them. 

His  last  public  appearance  at  a  garden  party  given  by  George  Cukor  is  filled 
with  both  real  and  imagined  horrors.  “No  man’s  land,  stretches  before  him,  acres 
of  mud  and  half-buried  corpses,  men  and  horses,  ours  and  theirs  churned  togeth¬ 
er  in  a  foul  stew.. .it  is  still  out  there  forty  years  later,  lightly  covered  with  George 
Cukor’s  lawn  and  garden.” 

What  elicits  gurgling  noises  and  grins  from  other  party  goers,  a  baby,  Karloff’s 
niece,  is  the  source  of  a  vortex  unto  death  for  Mr.  Whale.  He  finds  himself  star¬ 
ing  ‘into’  the  baby.  “The  bottle  blue  eyes  don’t  stare  back  like  human  eyes,  but 
blindly  roam  and  cross  each  other.  She  can  focus  nothing.  Her  memory  holds 
nothing.  Experience  pours  right  through  her... this  helpless  unreality  is  my 
future.”  The  ‘thing’  that  only  Mr.  Whale  sees  ‘squirming  in  Karloff’s  arms’  grows 
more  hideous  by  the  moment.  Mr.  Whale’s  parting  words  at  the  garden  party,  as 
the  sky  opens  to  thunder,  “The  only  monsters  are  here!” 

Whale  Plays  His  Last  Hand 

While  Mr.  Whale  gives  shape  to  his  creation  as  the  story  progresses  one  might 
ask,  ‘What’s  in  the  journey  for  Clayton  Boone?’  There  is  the  impression  that 
despite  his  protests,  Clay’s  sexuality  is  less  than  neatly  (or  securely)  packaged.  At 
odds  with  his  surroundings  and  relationships,  Clay  is  looking  for  something  more 
out  of  life,  “...he  wants  to  have  something  like  ...an  extraordinary  experience, 
combat,  a  love  affair,  a  harrowing  adventure,  even  a  crime.  Heaven  or  hell  it  did¬ 
n’t  matter  which,  but  a  great  drama  would  take  him  out  of  a  dead-end  life  and 
justify  his  existence.” 

A  subtle  examination  of  class  traverses  Bram’s  storyline.  The  differences  and 
similarities  of  our  two  characters  come  to  light  in  their  dialectical  search  for  iden¬ 
tity.  We  learn  of  Mr.  Whale’s  youth  in  working-class  Dudley,  England,  his  refine¬ 
ment  through  education,  and  his  escape  to  America  (far  away  from  the  structured 
class  system  of  Great  Britain?).  “In  Dudley,”  Whale  recalls,  “there  were  more 
sides  of  the  tracks  than  any  American  can  imagine.  Every  Englishman  knows  his 
place.  And  if  you  forget,  there’s  always  someone  present  to  remind  you.” 

Clay,  somewhat  less  honest  with  himself,  spins  tales  of  his  service  in  Korea  and 
his  class  background.  “I  know,”  says  Whale,  “you  were  middle-class.  Like  all 
Americans,  rich  or  poor,  you  need  to  think  of  yourselves  as  middle  class.”  Both 
men  create  illusions.  One  is  more  adept  at  the  finesse. 

Whale’s  transforming  of  Clay  into  his  new  monster,  his  murderer  in  shining 
armor,  comes  to  an  end.  He  realizes  he  has  come  to  notice  the  imperfections  of 
his  acquaintance.  He  has  fleshed  out  a  friend.  Mr.  Whale  comes  to  see  that  in 
directing  his  final  scene,  his  egotism  has  gotten  the  lighting  all  wrong.  His  cre¬ 
ations,  no,  his  actions,  have  consequences. 

A  haunting  tune  is  struck  up  by  Mr.  Whale’s  orchestral  frontal  lobe.  A  little 


ditty  begins,  “The  bells  of  hell  go  ting-a-ling-a- 
ling.  For  you  but  not  for  me.”  At  first,  not  ready 
to  play  his  last  hand.  Whale  successfully  lures 
Clay  in  for  the  game.  As  more  unsettling  revisits 
to  The  Front  start  to  take  their  toll,  Mr.  Whale 
remembers  the  ending  of  his  war  tune.  “Oh 
death  where  is  thy  sting-a-ling-a-ling.  Grave 
where  thy  victory?” 

Make  The  Bogeyman  Go  Away 

The  specters  we  bring  into  our  culture  can  be 
both  sources  of  enlightenment  and  materializa¬ 
tion  of  fears  and  unresolved  menaces.  Our  polit¬ 
ical  and  social  realms  offer  both  fuel  for  the  fire 
of  creative  energies  and,  when  out  of  sync  with 
human  needs,  the  framework  for  manufacturing 
the  most  horrible. 

Some  recognize  a  new  wave  of  paranoia  sweep¬ 
ing  across  the  plains  today,  not  unlike  that 
whipped  up  by  McCarthy  in  the  fifties,  or  ignit¬ 
ed  by  a  menace  in  Southeast  Asia.  Fears,  when 
not  addressed,  take  odd  shapes.  Peter 
Applebaum,  in  The  New  York  Times  (May  7th), 
pointed  to  this  free-floating  fear.  He  drew  paral¬ 
lels  between  earlier  periods  and  our  present  day 
where  our  new  monsters  come  to  life  as  militias 
and  radio  talk  show  hosts.  Always  the  fear  is  of 
‘the  other.’  “Today  there  are  claims  that  United  Nations  troops  have  taken  over 
Yellowstone  Park  and  that  sinister  foreign  military  vehicles  identified  with  an 
inverted  V  are  prowling  rural  Michigan.  Three  decades  ago  allegations  included 
reports  that  35,000  Chinese  Communist  troops  in  powder-blue  uniforms  were  on 
the  Mexican  border....” 

The  form  our  monsters  materialize  in  changes  to  match  the  needs  of  the  day. 
It  is  important  to  name  our  fears,  put  a  stop  to  the  genuine  threats  to  our  well¬ 
being,  and  unearth  the  lies  that  distort  our  perceptions  of  reality.  Anxiety  levels 
are  running  high.  Let’s  turn  on  the  lights  and  make  the  bogeymen  go  away! 

Gary  Richards  is  an  editor  of  Rhode  Island’s  queer  Newsmagazine,  OPTIONS  and  was  a 
news  reporter  for  GCN  in  the  late  seventies. 
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upon  which  our  reproductive  arrangements  have  been  built,  in  turn  threatening 
the  gendered  nature  of  our  economic  system.”  He  writes: 

Even  as  we  try  to  protect  our  children  from  the  touch  of  strangers,  the 
invasive  explorations  of  professionals,  and  the  social  ills  they  are  pre¬ 
sumed  unready  to  manage,  we  all  too  readily  expose  them  to  institutions 
that  cripple  their  sense  of  agency,  replacing  the  knowledges  with  which 
they  arrive  by  the  canonical  knowledges  of  teacher  and  text.  To  treat  the 
student  as  knowing  subject  is  to  subvert  the  traditional  notion  of  peda¬ 
gogical  authority,  throwing  into  question  the  phallic  economy  of  the 
classroom  on  which  it  is  based.  (203) 

Silin  provides  no  easy  and  quick  solutions  to  free  the  child  from  the  bondage 
of  this  type  of  social  control.  At  the  same  time,  he  suggests  that  forms  of  resis¬ 
tance  coexist  with  patterns  of  compliance  among  children  and  adults,  and  that  by 
understanding  the  implications  of  our  current  treatment  of  children  and  concep¬ 
tion  of  childhood  we  create  a  foundation  for  social  transformation.  Queers 
whose  lives  intersect  with  children  face  this  stark  choice  of  resistance  or  compli¬ 
ance  in  each  interaction  across  generations.  The  goal  of  raising  “empowered” 
children,  so  often  articulated  by  today’s  progressive  parents,  demands  a  search¬ 
ing  examination  of  whose  interests  continue  to  be  served  by  contemporary  con¬ 
structions  of  childhood  and  parenthood.  As  Silin’s  powerful  book  makes  clear, 
young  lives — as  well  as  queer  adult  lives — are  clearly  at  stake. 

Eric  Rofes  is  an  author  and  community  organizer  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  a  graduate 
student  in  social  and  Cultural  Studies  in  UC  Berkeley’s  School  of  Education. 


Whale’s  personal  demons  com¬ 
bine  with  the  day-to-day  horrors 
of  glitterville  in  Christopher 
Bram's  Father  of  Frankenstein, 
to  create  a  confusion  filled  with 

fear  and  a  desire  for  closure. 

« 


I  GAYCOMMUNfTY  NEWS  1  SPRING  1995  I  PAGE  27 


Radical  America '  s  Special  Issue  on  Gay/ 
Lesbian  Culture  and  Politics  in  the  Nineties 


Order  Your  Copy  Now! 

_ single  issue,  Vol  24:  4,  $5.50 

_ both  special  issues  on  gay/lesbian  politics  and  culture,  $9.99 
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you  art  cordially  invited  to  attend 
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lesBian  and  gay  uniters'  conference : 
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Wien:  fehruary  23-25, 1996 
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and  the  OutfWrite  Committee 


for  mart  information,  please  contact  OutWrite  at 
617-426-4469 

25  West  St,  Basement,  Boston,  MA  (12111 
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Gay  as  White  and  Male 

As  the  gay  world  unfolded  through  the  1970s,  I  encountered  very  little  to  chal¬ 
lenge  my  assumptions.  The  Gay  Male  Liberation  group  I  joined,  the  Gay  Pride 
Day  Parades  I  attended,  the  gay  publications  I  read  and  worked  on,  the  gay  bars 
and  baths  1  went  to,  the  Castro  neighborhood  I  identified  with  (though  couldn’t 
afford  to  live  in)  all  reinforced  this  idea  that  “gay”  meant  being  in  an  over¬ 
whelmingly  white  male  majority — one  that  was  from  many  parts  of  the  country 
but  was  mostly  middle-class  identified  as  well. 

I  remember  how  in  political  meetings,  when  some  of  us  white  gay  men  want¬ 
ed  our  groups  to  not  be  so  white  and  so  male  (this  was  eventually  called  “out¬ 
reach”),  our  thinking  about  race  and  gender  often  repeated  the  same  fruitless  pat¬ 
tern:  Why  aren’t  there  more  (or  any)  people  of  color  here?  Why  don’t  lesbians 
come  to  our  meetings?  Let’s  make  sure  we  invite  them  next  time.  Who’ll  volun¬ 
teer  to  do  outreach?  Who  knows  a  lesbian?  Who  knows  a  person  of  color? 
Anyone?  These  questions  distinguished  us  from  men  who  didn’t  even  ask  these 
questions,  but  they  didn’t  change  who  came  to  our  groups. 

But  how  could  we  change  things?  One  way  for  me  was  to  learn  from  my  own 
past  experiences  being  in  the  minority.  It  wasn’t  right  that  there  were  only  25  of 
us  Catholics  allowed  into  the  prep  school.  Or  that  I  was  given  a  scholarship  to 
an  elite  university  and  then  punished  financially  when  my  class  panic  got  the  best 
of  me.  Or  that  there  was  no  one  to  talk  to  about  my  homosexual  feelings  or  tell 
me  that  it  was  OK  to  be  gay.  But  these  abuses,  as  wrong  and  as  devastating  as 
they  were,  occurred  within  the  context  of  an  institution  that  granted  me  power¬ 
ful  privileges  based  on  my  sex  and  race — privileges  I  continue  to  benefit  from. 
Could  I  learn  how  to  use  these  experiences  being  in  a  minority  to  better  under¬ 
stand  those  who  are  forced  into  similar  (and  worse)  situations  and  see  the  con¬ 
nections  between  them  and  me?  Could  I  use  these  to  remember  how  it  felt  to  be 
invited  in  as  a  guest  without  feeling  the  place  belonged  to  me  or  my  kind? 

Change  occurred  with  the  founding  of  San  Francisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  History 
Project.  One  of  the  early  decisions  we  made  as  a  group  was  that,  as  new  mem¬ 
bers  joined,  we  would  keep  a  majority  of  women — our  own  “quota”  system.  The 
men  particularly  supported  this  decision.  What  it  offered  me  was  my  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  not  to  be  in  a  male  majority,  and  the  benefits  were  great.  We  actually  had 
new  conversations  between  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Slowly  we  built  the  trust  to 
talk  openly  about  our  sexual  lives  and  desires  in  ways  that  were  different  than 
any  conversations  I’d  had  with  just  gay  men.  I  don’t  want  to  romanticize — there 
were  many  difficult  conflicts  over  separatism,  bisexuality,  S/M,  and  the  whiteness 
of  the  group —  but  as  men  we  were  learning  how  to  listen  to  lesbians,  to  under¬ 
stand  the  effects  of  sexism,  support  and  follow  their  leadership,  and  see  ourselves 
as  men  through  their  eyes.  I  still  draw  on  what  I  learned  during  those  evening 
meeting  at  each  others’  homes. 

Debt  Reduction 

Lately,  as  the  economy  gets  worse.  I’ve  been  having  nightmares  about  the 
times  when  I  had  little  money  to  live  on  and  none  to  pay  my  debts.  Long  after  I 
dropped  out  of  college,  I  didn’t  have  the  savings  to  pay  back  the  Defense 
Department  loan  that  had  been  the  punishment  for  my  bad  grades.  I  started  in 
the  1980s  to  pay  back  the  interest.  But  the  money  wasn’t  coming  in  fast  enough 
for  the  government.  A  collection  agency  sent  me  warning  notices,  then  called 
repeatedly  to  scare  me  into  paying  more.  One  night  the  debt  collector  started 
harassing  me  on  the  phone.  “We  have  mothers  on  welfare,”  she  yelled,  “who  are 
sending  in  larger  monthly  payments  than  you  are!  You  should  be  ashamed  of 
yourself!”  I  was  worse  than  welfare  mothers!  Here  was  my  government  using 
class,  gender,  and — by  implication — race  humiliation  to  shame  me  into  paying 
back  my  debt  to  them.  And  I  did  pay  it  back — not  from  my  meager  wages  or 
because  of  the  harassment,  but  with  an  insurance  settlement  after  being  badly 
injured  as  a  passenger  in  a  car  accident.  Scholarships,  accident  insurance,  the  lot¬ 
tery — these  are  the  “lucky”  windfalls  that  too  seldom  get  working-class  folks  out 
of  dead-end  predicaments. 

What  about  the  interest  I  owe  from  the  racial  and  gender  preferences  I  was 
granted — and  still  am  granted  no  matter  how  much  I  protest  or  refuse  or  deny? 
No  one  is  calling  nightly  to  remind  me  how  much  I’ve  borrowed  and  how  much 
I  still  owe. 

When  white  guys — including  gay  men — talk  about  ourselves  as  white  men, 
too  often  I  hear  us  get  defensive  or  confess  our  guilt;  or  play  the  angry  victim  of 
reverse  discrimination;  or  take  up  all  available  space  so  that  everyone  has  to  pay 
attention  to  how  difficult  it  is  for  us;  or  make  quick  analogies  between  our  gay¬ 
ness  and  “color”  as  if  people  of  color  are  more  protected  from  public  insult  than 
we  are;  or  assume  that  women  or  people  of  color  are  particularly  interested  in 
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our  shocks  of  recognition  that  racism  and  sexism  really  do  exist  and  can  affect 
us,  too;  or  complain  about  how  people  of  color  or  women  don’t  come  to  our 
events  even  when  we  go  out  of  our  way  to  invite  them  or  we  simply  stay  silent. 
I’m  not  exempt  from  this — I’ve  done  all  these  things.  It’s  hard  to  look  critically  at 
our  whiteness  when  our  society  constantly  rewards  us  for  looking  away  from  it. 

Benefits  of  Affirmative  Action 

Yet  the  problems  we  are  dancing  around  in  our  confused  and  frantic  way  are 
real,  difficult  and  absolutely  critical.  Daily  I  encounter  the  demand  to  uphold  the 
destructive  hierarchies  that  entrench  my  power  as  a  white  man  and  daily  I  resist 
the  seduction  of  those  terms.  How  do  I  move  into  rather  than  fight  the  profound 
changes  this  process  puts  me  through — without  feeling  out  on  a  limb  totally  iso¬ 
lated  from  other  white  men. 

For  the  most  part,  it  has  been  white  lesbians,  lesbians  of  color  and  gay  men  of 
color — their  writings  and  conversations  and  creative  work  and  most  of  all  their 
friendships — who  have  guided  me  through  these  changes.  And  it  was  the  struc¬ 
tural  changes  due  to  many  affirmative  action  programs  that  have  broken  down 
the  white  male  majorities  in  many  institutions  and  workplaces  that  have  enabled 
me  to  form  these  friendships. 

I  began  benefiting  from  these  structural  changes  about  five  years  ago.  I  then 
realized  that  an  inability  to  confront  race  and  class  were  the  major  obstacles  fac¬ 
ing  the  mostly  white  lesbian/gay/queer  movements.  I’d  gotten  tired  of  being  in 
study  groups,  social  worlds,  gay  events  and  political  meetings  that  were  still  all 
white.  When  I  decided  I  had  to  change  this  I  immediately  faced  my  own  embar¬ 
rassment  and  fear.  Why  did  it  take  me  so  long?  How  do  I  start?  Who  do  I  talk 
to? 

It  wasn’t  long  before  new  opportunities  came  my  way.  I  applied  and  was 
appointed  to  the  Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual  Advisory  Committee  to  the  San  Francisco 
Human  Rights  Commission,  where  as  a  white  gay  man  I  was  in  the  minority.  I 
was  invited  to  join  the  editorial  board  of  Out/Look  Magazine,  where  once  again 
white  gay  men  were  not  in  the  majority.  I  began  to  make  new  friends  and  partic¬ 
ipate  in  new  conversations  in  these  groups  that  were  both  enlightening  and  terri¬ 
fying.  And  I  made  lots  of  mistakes. 

Once,  when  things  got  really  tough  and  I  stuck  it  out,  an  African-American 
lesbian  friend  thanked  me  for  not  running  away.  She  made  me  realize  that  the 
option  of  running  away  from  having  to  deal  with  racism  is  itself  a  white-skin 
privilege.  Another  new  friend  told  me  that  I’d  never  get  rid  of  my  privilege — I 
unconsciously  relied  on  it  and  was  shaped  by  it  every  day.  So  the  question  was 
what  to  do  with  it. 

A  letter  by  Audre  Lorde— published  in  1990  in  a  three-part  GCN  supplement 
on  class — directly  addressed  my  question.  The  clarity  of  her  words  in  that  letter 
have  seen  me  through  many  difficult  times  since  then.  “Privilege  is  not  criminal,” 
she  wrote.  “...|T]o  use  privilege  requires  admitting  to  privilege,  requires  moving 
beyond  guilt  and  accusation  into  creative  action.  And,  of  course,  unused  privilege 
becomes  a  weapon  in  the  hand  of  our  enemies.”  She  wrote  about  how  her  own 
education  gave  her  a  privilege  she  “would  be  foolish  to  deny.”  If  she — a  “Black 
woman  in  a  society  that  defines  human  as  male  and  white,”  as  she  described  her¬ 
self — could  name  and  assess  her  privilege,  then  certainly  so  could  I.  So  how  do  I 
name  and  use  my  privilege? 


250  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Dorchester 


se&yiNc  x  diverje  community 

FOR,  THIRTY  YEXRJ 

We  offer  medical,  dental,  counseling,  laboratory, 
optomertry  and  dermatology  services 
under  one  roof. 

Call  260-114 0  for  an  appointment 
or  more  information. 

Open  Monday  through  Saturday, 
early  morning  and  evening  hours  available. 

Most  insurance  accepted  including  HCHC  Pilgrim, 
TAHP  &  Saystate.  Sliding-fee  scale  available. 

FREE  Anonymous  HIVTesting 
Smoking  Cessation  Program  •  Support  Groups 

Located  next  to  the  JFI\  T-stop. 

Free  parking. 

►totwr  Mea«h  Jervtc«\  toe. 


Give  Newt  a  Case 
of  the  Nerves 


Get  hooked  in,  connected,  and  networked! 
Sharpen  your  skills!  Hone  your  rhetoric! 

DON'T  MISS  THE 

TM 

CONFERENCE 

The  National  Conference  for  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual  and 
Transgender  Movement! 

Workshops  on  every  topic  homosexual.  Digital  Queers  computer  training. 
Tussling  with  our  movements'  best  minds.  And  fab  social  events. 


Through  the  Looking  Glass 

One  thing’s  for  sure:  In  this  time  when  affirmative  action  is  under  such  heavy 
attack,  I  need  other  gay  white  men  to  join  me  in  exposing  the  myth  that  we  got 
where  we  are  simply  on  our  own  merits,  without  benefit  of  racial  or  gender  pref¬ 
erences  and  exclusions.  I  need  to  hear  us  talk  specifically  about  how  these  visible 
and  invisible  preferences  worked  for  us — coming  from  many  different  class  back¬ 
grounds  and  ethnic  origins — to  shape  our  lives  and  opportunities  as  gay  men,  and 
to  help  us  build  our  organizations,  social  worlds  and  institutions. 

Such  a  “truth-telling”  about  ourselves  would  be  a  “coming  out”  as  impor¬ 
tant — if  not  more  important — than  publicly  revealing  the  “secret”  of  our  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Our  remaining  silent  about  this  is  especially  dangerous  today.  Because 
our  silence  implicates  us  in  the  lie  that  we  never  did  and  still  don’t  benefit  because 
we  are  white,  or  received  any  institutional  advantage  or  “preference”  based  on 
race  or  gender — as  if  white  were  not  a  race,  and  male  were  not  a  gender,  but 
merely  neutral  and  unremarkable  characteristics. 

Lately  I’ve  been  asking  myself  and  my  gay  male  friends  some  hard  questions 
to  problematize  our  whiteness:  What  parts  of  our  male  lives  are  completely 
white — dinner  parties,  bars,  meetings,  workplace?  How  exactly  did  this  come 
about?  Was  this  something  someone  did  deliberately,  or  did  it  just  “happen” 
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You  will  never  be  the  same. 


8th  Annual  Creating  Change 
November  8-12,  1995 
Westin  Hotel,  Renaissance  Center 
Detroit,  Michigan 


To  recieve  a 
Creating  Change 
Conference 
registration 
brochure  or  for 
more  information, 
call  202.332.6483. 


Dalas.  TX— Creafcng  Change  1994  brought  together  1500  actvnJs  and  organizers  from 
around  the  couitry.  each  one  a  committed  leader  in  the  gay.  iesbon.  bnesuai  and  tram- 
gender  movement,  each  one  going  home  with  sharper  sk*s  and  more  effective  strategies 
to  create  social  change  from  left.  Melinda  Paras,  executwc  director  National  Cay  & 
lesbian  Task  Forte  Deborah  Johnson- Roton.  co-char  National  Cay  6  lesbian  Task  Force 
board  of  dreelors.  Kate  Clinton,  tumomt  and  wr ter  and  Urvashi  Vaid.  wr*e»  and  actJvrrt 
former  cretubve  ihrector  National  Cay  &  Lesbian  Task  Fort*  Photo  try  John  Set<g 


To  volunteer  your 
time  at  the 
conference  or  to 
offer  your  home  for 
community 
housing,  call  the 
Detroit  Change 
Host  Committee: 
810/398-7105  x35. 


Creating  Change  1 995  is  sponsored  and  organized  by  The  National 
Cay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force  Policy  Institute. 
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Berube  continued  from  page  29 


Newsnotes  continued  from  page  3 


I  learned  to  associate 
my  “gayness”  as  well 
as  my  education  with 
my  whiteness,  and  with 
men,  and  with  middle- 
class  institutions. 


through  friendships  and  contacts  and  personal  invi¬ 
tations?  How  does  this  process  work  and  what  does 
it  mean?  What  do  we  get  out  of  being  only  with 
white  men?  What  do  we  lose? 

And  then  in  what  situations  (if  any)  are  we  in  the 
minority  as  white  men?  Who’s  in  charge  in  these  sit¬ 
uations?  How  did  we  get  there  and  who  did  the 
work  to  make  it  possible  for  us  to  be  there?  What 
are  the  other  white  men  doing  there?  What  changes 
do  we  go  through  when  we’re  in  the  minority  like 
that?  How  do  we  feel  and  think  and  talk  different¬ 
ly  there?  Who  do  we  talk  to  about  it?  Who  gives  us 
support  when  it  gets  tough  being  there? 

It’s  a  beginning.  When  “nothing”  is  said  and 
“nothing”  is  done,  the  default  setting  kicks  in:  The 
scene  opens  and  those  who  have  the  power  to  occu¬ 
py  the  positions  of  white,  well-to-do  and  male  (usu¬ 
ally  hetero  but  also  homo)  take  charge — running 
things  and  making  all  the  important  decisions.  They 
get  to  decide  who  owns  this  place  and  who  is  invit¬ 
ed  inside  to  make  their  lives  more  interesting.  But 
when  their  party  is  over,  they  get  to  stay — and  to 
decide  what  the  help  gets  paid  before  they  leave, 
and  when  it’s  time  for  all  the  invited  guests  to  go 
back  home. 

In  the  end,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  question  is  not 
whether  one  is  pro-or  anti-affirmative  action.  It’s 
how  to  more  equitably  distribute  the  power  and 
resources  and  access,  and  how  best  to  change  pow¬ 
erful  institutions  and  relations — including  queer 
organizations  and  groups — so  they  are  not  struc¬ 
tured  around  hierarchies  based  on  the  idea  that  some 
groups  are  more  equal  or  “normal”  than  others. 

But  that’s  just  the  first  step.  Next  is  what  to  do 
when  such  institutions  become  so  transformed  and 
so  effective  that  they  come  under  self-defensive 
racist  attack  by  those  who  enjoy  the  most  privilege 
of  all — as  affirmative  action  is  being  attacked  today. 
These  are  the  turning  points  when  white  gay  men 
are  among  those  who  have  to  decide  which  side  we 
are  on — as  the  song  goes. 

Allan  Berube  is  the  author  of  the  award-winning  book 
Coming  Out  Under  Fire:  The  History  of  Gay  Men  and 
Women  in  World  War  Two.  He  is  a  community-based  his¬ 
torian  who  has  written,  lectured  and  presented  slide 
shows  on  US  transgender,  lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual 
history.  He  is  a  recipient  of  a  Rockefeller  Fellowship  at 
the  Center  For  Lesbian  and  Gay  Studies  at  CUNY  where 
he  is  writing  a  book  on  how  the  members  of  the  Marine 
Cooks  and  Stewards  Union  in  the  1930s  and  1940s 
worked  toward  racial  equality,  working  class  solidarity 
and  dignity  for  queens.  ©  1995. 


for  the  seventh  annual  International  Conference  for 
People  Living  with  HIV  and  AIDS.  It  was  the  con¬ 
fab’s  first  appearance  in  Africa,  which  has  three- 
fourths  of  the  world’s  4.5  million  PWAs.  At  the 
opening  plenary  session.  South  African  Deputy 
President  Thabo  Mbeki  called  on  industrialized 
nations  to  help  the  rest  of  the  world  fight  AIDS.  The 
European  Union  has  pledged  $14  million  for  South 
African  AIDS  programs. 

Dykes  and  Fags  Gone  Mad 

LONDON —  Twenty  members  of  the  group  “Dykes 
and  Fags  Gone  Mad”  stormed  a  prestigious  London 
school  of  psychotherapy  on  April  29,  disrupting  a 
speech  by  U.S.  psychiatrist  Charles  Socarides. 
Socarides  is  a  leading  advocate  of  attempts  to 
“cure”  homosexuals  and  was  the  top  medical 
expert  arguing  to  keep  the  ban  on  gay  people  in  the 
U.S.  military. 

The  protestors  rushed  the  podium  at  Regents  Park 
College,  covering  Socarides  with  luminous  pink 
sticky  foam  and  blowing  whistles  and  fog  horns. 
Trailing  pink  foam,  Socarides  was  led  away  by  secu¬ 
rity  guards. 

Dykes  and  Fags  Gone  Mad  spokesperson  Fernando 
Guasch  told  the  audience  of  psychotherapists  that 
inviting  Socarides  to  speak  was  “an  insult  to  lesbian 
and  gay  people. ..For  35  years  this  man  has  fought 
against  equal  rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  He 
has  damaged  untold  numbers  of  people.” 

When  organizers  tried  to  reconvene  the  lecture 
behind  closed  doors,  the  audience  of  therapists 
refused.  Witnesses  said  Socarides  then  attempted  to 
speak  but  was  laughed  off  the  stage  by  the  therapists. 
Socarides  is  Clinical  Professor  of  Psychiatry  at  the 
Albert  Einstein  College  of  Medicine  in  New  York. 
He  defends  anti-gay  prejudice  on  the  grounds  that 
full  acceptance  of  homosexuality  is  “tempting  social 
and  personal  disaster.”  Socarides’  son  Richard  is 
openly  gay  and  a  senior  member  of  Clinton’s  White 
House  staff. 

Clash  over  Gay  Class  in  Puerto  Rico 
CAYEY —  Religious  groups  at  the  Cayey  Campus  of 
the  University  of  Puerto  Rico  have  denounced  a 
new  gay  literature  course  that  they  say  mocks  their 
values.  In  response,  the  Puerto  Rican  Association  of 
University  Professors  approved  a  resolution  sup¬ 
porting  the  class.  The  local  Catholic  diocese  said  it 
would  be  satisfied  if  the  university  would  also  offer 
a  religious  literature  class. 

Australian  Group  Pollutes  Gaymes  Pool 
ADELAIDE —  The  rightist  National  Action  Group 
forced  the  Australian  National  Gaymes,  held  here 
last  month,  to  move  the  swimming  events  by  dying 
the  water  purple  with  a  toxic  substance.  According 
to  the  gay  newspapers  Brother  Sister  and  Adelaide 
GT,  the  National  Action  group  took  credit  for  the 
attack  in  calls  to  news  agencies. 

About  a  dozen  National  Action  members  also  heck¬ 
led  gay  participants  arriving  at  the  relocated  swim¬ 
ming  events.  Hundreds  of  people  participated  in 
the  Gaymes,  which  included  volleyball,  bowling, 
softball,  netball  and  soccer. 


Gay  Group  Speaks  at  Concentration  Camp  Memorial 

BERLIN —  For  the  first  time,  a  representative  of 
German  gay  groups  was  allowed  to  speak  at  a  Nazi 
death-camp  ceremony,  reported  Reuters.  On  April 
23,  at  services  marking  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
liberation  of  the  Sachsenhausen  camp,  gay  historian 
Guenter  Grau  urged  the  government  to  compensate 
gay  victims  of  the  Third  Reich.  He  said  gay  people 
were  denied  a  role  in  previous  camp  commemora¬ 
tions  because  organizers  believed  “the  honor  of 
other  prisoners  would  be  besmirched.” 

Indonesia  Estimates  90,000  Infected  with  HIV 
JAKARTA —  There  are  some  90,000  people  here  with 
undetected  HIV  infections,  according  to  estimates 
released  April  20  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Only 
69  AIDS  cases  and  214  HIV  infections  have  been 
officially  counted  to  date  in  Indonesia,  the  world’s 
fourth  most  populous  country.  A  new  inter-ministe¬ 
rial  commission  is  attempting  to  coordinate  the 
fight  against  AIDS. 

Lesbian  Avengers  and  “that  sort  of  behavior” 

LONDON —  Lesbian  Avengers  last  month  picketed 
the  country  home  of  Tory  Parliament  Member 
Emma  Nicholson,  co-president  of  the  United 
Nation’s  “Year  of  Tolerance.”  British  gay  activists 
have  called  on  Nicholson  to  resign  the  UN.  post 
because  of  her  anti-gay  voting  record  and  public 
opposition  to  gay  people  in  the  military  and  an 
equal  age-of-consent  for  gay  sex.  The  Avengers 
waved  placards  reading,  “Tolerance  Not 
Ignorance.”  Nicholson  later  commented,  “I  will  not 
be  influenced  in  any  way  by  this  sort  of  behavior.” 
Other  recent  Avenger  actions  include  an  invasion  of 
the  Sunday  Times  newspaper.  Charging  that  the 
paper  carried  biased  accounts  of  gay  news,  the  les¬ 
bians  chained  themselves  to  reporters’  desks.  Over 
60  police  officers  arrived  to  remove  the  Avengers. 

Anti-Gay  Attack  in  West  Bank 

NABLUS —  An  Arab  man  was  shot  and  wounded  in 
this  West  Bank  town  April  18,  in  an  apparent  anti¬ 
gay  attack.  According  to  Reuters,  three  men  kid¬ 
napped  Mohammed  al-Masri,  51,  from  his  candy 
shop  downtown  and  shot  him  at  least  six  times  in 
the  legs. 

Witnesses  said  the  men  claim  to  belong  to  a 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  secret-service 
force.  But  a  PLO  source  said  the  men  were  self- 
appointed  “morality  police”  with  no  links  to  PLO 
security  groups.  Residents  said  the  group  the  men 
belong  to  has  kidnapped  other  gay  people  and  pros¬ 
titutes  and  shot  two  of  them  in  the  legs. 

Gay  Families  May  Win  Recognition  in  New  South  Wales 
SYDNEY —  Gay  and  lesbian  families  moved  closer  to 
legal  recognition  April  17  when  the '  Industrial 
Relations  Commission  agreed  gay  people  have  the 
right  to  take  paid  time  off  work  to  care  for  sick 
partners.  Tim  Leach,  former  co-convener  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Legal  Rights  Service,  described  the 
move  as  “a  very  important  step  in  a  much  bigger 
legal  process.”  Earlier  passage  of  an  Anti- 
Discrimination  Act  is  spurring  review  of  some  160 
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pieces  of  legislation  that  currently  discriminate 
against  same-sex  couples. 

Opposition  to  the  April  1 7  decision  and  to  attempts 
to  broaden  the  definition  of  family  continue  to 
come  from  the  Employers’  Federation  of  New  South 
Wales.  Garry  Brack,  who  is  head  of  the  employers’ 
group,  maintained  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the 
legislature  to  follow  “the  will  of  the  people”  and 
that  homosexuality  “hadn’t  yet  acquired  the  same 
level  of  acceptance”  as  heterosexuality  in  society. 
He  also  said  a  definition  of  family  that  includes 
same-sex  couples  was  not  within  the  “social,  moral 
and  political  standards”  of  many  employers  in  the 
state. 

Australian  Dykes  Invade  State  Parliament 
MELBOURNE,  Victoria —  At  least  30  dykes  from  LOIS 
(Lesbian  Organizing  in  Solidarity)  invaded  the  State 
Assembly  April  12.  Chanting  “Queer  Rights  Now,” 
the  lesbians  threw  streamers  and  unfurled  a  large 
purple  banner  into  the  chamber  below  which  read 
“Lesbian  Transgender  Bi  and  Gay — We  Demand 
Real  Rights  Now.” 

LOIS  joins  a  chorus  of  protest  by  gay  organizations 
here  in  response  to  State  Government  plans  to 
reform  anti-discrimination  legislation.  The  Kennett 
Government  wants  to  amend  the  Equal 
Opportunity  Act  to  ban  discrimination  against  peo¬ 
ple  engaging  in  “lawful  sexual  activity” — which 
includes  gay  sex.  Gay  activists  have  called  for  pro¬ 
tection  to  be  on  the  basis  of  a  person’s  “sexuality” 
rather  than  “sexual  activity.”  David  Wall,  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  gay  group  ALSO,  said  the  Government’s 
proposal  misses  the  fact  that  being  gay  is  not  solely 
about  sexual  activity,  just  as  being  heterosexual  is 
not  solely  about  sexual  activity.  “It  fails  to  recognise 
that  people  most  often  discriminate  against  another 
person  because  of  how  s/he  perceives  that  person  to 
be,  rather  than  what  they  do.” 

Poland  Drafts  Constitution  Banning  Discrimination 

WARSAW —  The  parliamentary  commission  writing 
Poland’s  new  constitution  voted  last  month  to  ban 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation,  as  well 
as  sex  and  race.  Article  22,  which  was  proposed  by 
the  Alliance  of  the  Democratic  Left  Party  (formerly 
the  Communist  Party),  reads:  “Nobody  can  be  dis¬ 
criminated  against  because  of  their  sex,  race, 
national  or  ethnic  background,  health,  physical  or 
mental  disability,  social  background,  place  of  birth, 
sexual  orientation,  language  spoken,  religious  faith 
or  lack  thereof,  opinions,  material  status  or  for  any 
other  reason.” 

Piotr  Brodacki,  president  of  the  Warsaw  chapter  of 
Lambda — Poland’s  gay  rights  advocacy  group — 
said,  “This  is  a  real  psychological  breakthrough.  We 
want  people  to  see  that  we  do  exist.”  South  Africa 
is  the  only  other  country  with  a  draft  constitution 
banning  discrimination  against  gay  people;  the  doc¬ 
ument  is  currently  awaiting  final  approval. 

Jerzy  Jaskiernia,  Minister  of  Justice  and  Democratic 
Left  Alliance  deputy,  said  that  the  proposed  regula¬ 
tion  agrees  with  the  position  of  the  Council  of 
Europe  and  the  European  Parliament.  “We  want  to 
create  a  situation  where  being  different  will  not  be 


regarded  as  shameful  and  will  not  be  a  reason  for 
persecution,”  he  said.  He  accused  opponents  of  the 
sexual  orientation  provision  of  being  “prudish”  and 
unwilling  to  confront  discrimination.  Jaskiernia 
quoted  a  report  by  Lambda  detailing  numerous 
cases  of  discrimination  against  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians.  According  to  Jaskiernia,  the  proposed  consti¬ 
tutional  clause  would  make  fighting  discrimination 
a  national  duty. 

Opposition  to  the  provision  came  from  Christian 
churches  and  other  political  parties,  including  that 
of  President  Lech  Walesa.  His  representative  com¬ 
pared  homosexuality  to  bestiality  and  necrophilia 
and  said  he  was  afraid  the  measure  would  lead  to 
gay  marriage  and  gay  adoption  of  children.  Ryszard 
Czarnecki,  president  of  the  Christian-National 
Union  Party,  which  is  not  currently  represented  in 
parliament,  said,  “This  is  a  first  step  leading  to 
growing  demands  of  these  people.” 

Italian  PWAs  Riot  while  Vatican  Condemns  Condoms 
NAPLES—  People  with  AIDS  rioted  at  a  hospital 
here  in  March,  demanding  improved  access  to 
drugs,  less  cramped  quarters  and  better  food. 
According  to  Reuters,  approximately  50  PWAs 
slashed  their  lips  and  tongues,  set  mattresses  on  fire, 
threatened  to  jump  out  windows,  and  filled  syringes 
with  their  blood  and  threatened  to  infect  medical 
personnel.  The  demonstration  ended  when  adminis¬ 
trators  met  with  the  PWAs  to  discuss  their  com¬ 
plaints. 

Meanwhile,  the  official  Vatican  newspaper 
L’Osservatore  last  month  condemned  a  decision  by 
the  city  of  Milan  to  install  condom  vending 
machines  in  bars,  discos,  universities  and  other 
places  frequented  by  youth.  Condoms  had  previ¬ 
ously  only  been  available  at  drug  and  grocery 
stores.  The  Catholic  church  accused  city  officials  of 
“an  assault  on  good  sense  and  sound  teaching”  that 
would  “facilitate  the  depravation  of  youth.” 

Gay  Urdu  Poetry  Published  in  Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD —  The  first  book  of  gay  Urdu  poetry  has 
been  published  in  Pakistan,  according  to  the  South 
Asian  gay  organization  Trikone.  Nartnan  (“her¬ 
maphrodite”  in  Urdu)  was  authored  by  Chicagoan 
Ifti  Nasim  and  is  being  printed  in  Pakistan  and  dis¬ 
tributed  underground.  “The  story  here  is  not  only 
Ifti’s  willingness  to  be  out  and  open  (his  address  is 
printed  in  the  book)  but  also  the  publisher  in 
Pakistan  who  sought  Ifti  out  and  offered  to  publish 
and  distribute  the  book,”  a  Trikone  spokesperson 
said.  He  added  that  the  publication  of  such  a  book 
increases  the  hope  of  founding  a  gay  group  in 
Pakistan. 

Russia  Will  Test  Foreigners  for  HIV 
MOSCOW —  President  Boris  Yeltsin  has  signed  into 
law  a  bill  passed  by  parliament  that  requires  for¬ 
eigners  who  stay  more  than  three  months  to  be 
HIV-negative.  The  law  signed  April  3  also  institutes 
mandatory  testing  for  Russian  prisoners  and  for 
workers  in  certain  occupations,  but  does  not  say 
what  happens  if  they  are  positive.  Yeltsin  had 
vetoed  an  earlier  version  of  the  bill  that  would  have 


required  testing  of  foreigners  regardless  of  length  of 
stay. 

AIDS  groups  and  the  European  Parliament 
denounced  the  law,  saying  it  is  unenforceable  and 
violates  human  rights  and  international  agreements 
Russia  has  signed.  “There  is  just  no  way  to  imple¬ 
ment  such  a  law,”  said  Gennady  Roshchupkin  of 
the  Russian  AIDS  Relief  organization.  “They  can’t 
possibly  check  every  single  foreigner.  They  couldn’t 
afford  to.” 

More  than  40  other  nations  test  foreigners  for  HIV 
in  some  circumstances.  The  U.S.  doesn’t  allow  HIV¬ 
positive  foreigners  to  enter  the  country  without  a 
special  waiver. 

French  Demonstrators  Protest  Silence  on  AIDS 
PARIS—  Thousands  of  demonstrators  marched  here 
and  in  Marseilles  on  April  2  to  protest  the  presi¬ 
dential  candidates’  silence  on  AIDS.  They  carried 
posters  of  the  candidates  with  the  word  “Infected” 
under  their  photographs.  The  actions  were  organ¬ 
ized  by  ACT  UP,  which  said  one  person  dies  of 
AIDS  in  France  every  90  minutes. 

In  other  news,  most  French  voters  would  elect  a  gay 
person  to  the  presidency,  a  March  30  poll  found. 
The  survey  showed  that  71  percent  would  not 
Change  their  vote  in  the  May  election  if  they  learned 
their  candidate  was  gay,  according  to  the  Paris 
newspaper  Liberation.  Fourteen  percent  would  def¬ 
initely  switch  their  vote. 

Other  findings  included:  50  percent  favor  and  47 
percent  oppose  legal  civil  unions  for  gay  people,  80 
percent  oppose  alternative  insemination  for  les¬ 
bians,  and  62  percent  would  bar  adoption  by  gay 
people. 

Amsterdam  Pushes  Rights  for  Gay  Families 

AMSTERDAM —  The  Amsterdam  City  Council  is  urg¬ 
ing  the  Dutch  government  to  grant  gay  couples 
equal  rights  in  the  areas  of  parenting,  adoption,  kin¬ 
ship,  inheritance  and  alimony.  According  to  the 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association,  legisla¬ 
tion  has  been  introduced  in  parliament  to  grant  gay 
couples  the  legal  rights  of  marriage. 

More  than  90  Dutch  cities  and  towns  now  allow 
gay  couples  to  register  their  relationships,  but  no 
rights  are  granted  by  the  process.  Gay  people  are 
allowed  to  enter  into  legal  partnerships  in 
Denmark,  Norway  and  Sweden,  but  are  denied  the 
right  to  adopt  children;  in  addition,  lesbians  are 
prohibited  from  using  alternative  insemination  or 
in-vitro  fertilization. 

Queerworid  was  compiled  by  Stephanie  Poggi  with 
thanks  to  Maria  Erlien’s  E-mail  and  information  from 
Rex  Wockner,  Piotr  Dukaczewski,  Grzegorz  Wrtkowski, 
Bert  Schuur  and  Luiz  Mott 
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Under  One  Roof 

Looking  for  a  gay-  or  lesbian-sensitive  doctor,  chiropractor  or  a 
therapist?  Thinking  about  becoming  a  parent?  Want  to  talk  to 
other  gay  people  of  color?  Whatever  your  needs,  you  can  find  help 
at  the  Fenway. 


ft! 


Community  Health  Center 

Fenway 


WOMEN'S  HEALTH  SERVICES  617-267-0900  x222 


BREAST  HEALTH  PROJECT  617-267-0900  x296 


ALTERNATIVE  INSEMINATION  617-267-0900  x296 


COUNSELING  AND  MENTAL  HEALTH  THERAPY  617-267-0900  x302 


ADDICTION  SERVICES  617-267-0900  x302 


HIV  CARE  AND  TREATMENT  617-267-0900  x222 


HIV  COUNSELING,  TESTING,  AND  SUPPORT  SERVICES  61  7-267-01  59 


PROJECT  ACHIEVE  617-267-0849  x220 


LIVING  WELL  SERIES  617-267-0900  x388 


FAMILY  AND  PARENTING  SERVICES  617-267-0900  x282 


COLOR  ME  HEALTHY  617-267-0900x269  I  GIRLFRIENDS  617-267-7766x511 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN  HELPLINE  617-267-9001  (VOICE/TTY) 


PEER  LISTENING  LINE  617-267-2535  OR  1 -800-399-PEER  (VOICE/TTY) 


LESBIAN  HEALTH  SERIES  617-267-0900  x296 


SMOKING  CESSATION  SERVICES— NO  IFS,  ANDS  OR  BUTTS...  617-267-0900  x387 


VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM  617-267-0900  x31 1 
OR  1-800-834-3242  x31  1  (FROM  AREA  CODES  (508)  OR  (413)) 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center  has  been  serving  greater 
Boston's  lesbian  and  gay  community  since  1971.  We  offer  primary 
health  care,  holistic  therapies,  mental  health  and  addiction  recovery 
services,  and  community  health  education,  all  under  one  roof. 

Find  it  at  the  Fenway 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115  •  (617)  267-0900 


